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PART THE FIRST. 


SETTING FORTH THE GENERAL CONDUCT OF COLONEL ARTHUR, 
_ BIS SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT IN HONDURAS, AND CONTAINING 
. 4 REFUTATION, OF THE UNJUST CHARGES BROUGHT BY HIM 
AGAINST THE SETTLEMENT; ALSO 8SHEWING THR GENERAL 
FIDELITY AND GOOD CHARACTER OF THE NEGROES OF HON- 
. DURAS, ; : : 
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He {s a man 
§ Subtle and shrewd, he offers to the world 
An artificial image of himself, 
And he with ease can vary to the mind 
Of different men its features,” 


_Dovoras. 


Tx these awful times, when the inhabitants of the Colonies of Great 
Britain are laboring under the pressure of difficulties that shake them 
to the foundation, and are held up, by the misrepresentations and 
falsehoods of a few designing characters, to the eyes of their country 
as the most odious despots, it is not to be wondered at that the 
Inhabitants of Honduras should feel the shock of such dire convul- 
sions; but yet they feel proud in asserting, that they have never 
(although the Settlement may now be considered to be of near two 
centuries’ standing) been forced upon the view of the People of 
Great-Britain, until the recent call in the House of Commons has 
brought forth the. correspondence of Colonel Arthur with his Ma- 
jesty’s Secretary of State; a correspondence containing the most 
unjust assertions, drawing the most odious but specious conclusions, 
and combined with such fatal ingenuity, as to give throughout his 
statement the appearance of the greatest cruelties having been 
exercised, and that the hand of oppression lay heavily on the heada 
of our once contented and happy Negroes, and which, from the too 
many inducements held out to peti and the ready ear given by 
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that Officer to all, without the least distinction, have, sorry are we 
to declare, excited thoughts and expectations contrary to their hap- 
piness and comfort. : 

Of all the British establishments jn the West-Indies it may, with- 
out fear of contradiction, be said, that we have given the least trouble 
to the Mother-Country, and required the least interference of our Go- 
vernment; and after having, with little or no assistance or protec- 
tion, sprung from nothing to our present state of comparative im- 
portance, with regret and astonishment we find the country held up 
to obloquy, the aid of Goveriment landly called for, the most ener- 
getic measures declared necessary to be resorted to, the most sacred 
rights of Britons about to be violated, and the laws of the country 
on the verge of being altered without the consent of the people, and 
all under the specious pretext of suppressing evils which never 
existed ; but which, from the letters of Colonel Arthur tothe Secretary 
of State (that have met the public eye, together with many others 
replete with injustice to us, which most probably never will), have 
inddced our Govermment to believe that we are little better than 
barbarians; and that our Slaves-are sinking under the iron hand of 
oppression, 
~We aré at a loss to conceive reasons for the deep rancor of Colo- 
nel Arthur towards the major part of the inhabitants of a place where 
he was almost deified—where princely homage was constantly ren- 
dered him, on account of the unlimited authority and confidence 
which he continually impressed ou the Settlers, were reposed in him 
by Earl Bathurst; a place where votes of adulation were constantly 
presented, money voted him, his salary raised ; yet, acgefepeetor ast 
this, all was insufficient to conciliate his favor or gain his good will, 
but he condemns the’ whole Settlement indiscriminately in his un- 
worthy dispatches. : 

We shall now quote the various passages to which we allude, and 
then endeavour to expose him and hia views.in theic true colors :— 
First, then, in his letter to Earl Bathurst, dated October 7, 1820 :— 
Speaking of the oase:of one individual, he says, “(I wag called upon 
to make some. observations upon the extreme inhumanity of many of 
the lower class Of Settlers, residing in the town of Belize, towards 
their: Slaves ;-and, as it appeared to be an evil greatly increasing, I 
submitted at'the same time the total inadequacy of the Courts of this 
Settlement to check this vicious disposition.” Again, he says in the 
same letter, réferring to his report to Earl Bathurat, of the 16th of 
May, 1820, upom the insurrection which had taken place in the in- 
tertor of the Colony,.‘‘ I represented that it had originated from the 
harshness with which some of the Slaves had been treated, and that 
E was not without hope the consequences on that occasion would have 
had the beneficial tendency of exciting a greater degree of humani 
towards these unfortunate people. I am much distressed, my Lord, 
that my expeetations have not been answered; and such is the in, 
creasing severity and cruelty which are now practised with impunity, 


that although I am very conscious of the difficulty which has hitherte 
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presedted itdelf to hid Majésty’s Gevernthent ixpon the génptal nues- 
tidb of the administration of 5 rin rrp tah es pa foe 
luctantly constrained to bring the subject again under your Lordship’s 
consideration. : Fhe vesult of a trial,” (he aHvdes to the trial of 
Dancanette Campbell,) “ which was instituted:on the 6th instant 
:) t-an individual: for extessive cruelty towards & poor Slave, 
tely excludes every hope, under the pheseat system of juris, 
radence, of bringing offenders to punishment, whén guilty of the moat 
Tagrant dt of inhumanity and oppression.” ee oe he 
n his letter to Earl Bathurst, of date 28th September, 1821, he 
says, after some’ prejudicial animadversions on. the coaduat. of Mr. 
Bowen, “The Slaves in this country have, for some time past, 
peared to requite no incentive to agitate their already irritated 
minds, and therefore tb quiet in ‘some degree the alarm, which will 
no doubt quickly spread amongst them of their. being thus deprived 
ofall protection, I have, after. assembling the Memberg of the Sar 
me Court as a Council, this day isaned 4 peorlamation. ia his 
Bij sty’s name, declaring the Consolidated Slave Law of Jamaica 
to be in force until others are enacted, a copy of which, with my 
letter to ‘the Magistrates, I beg to submit, and ef: which I trust your 
Lordship will.approve.”* ieee pie ae ae 
In his letter to the Magistrates, of date 28th September, 1821, he 
says, “Tam deeply grieved that the influence of a few ill-diaposed 
persons should compel me thus publicly, by proclamation,; to cast 
the disgraceful imputation upon this community, that it-has hitherto 
left the Slave a Phe wholly. seiner ee by law, and that everg 
punishment which has been inflieted upon the Slevea by the Bench, 
either by trial or otherwise, has beén altogether. illegal ; for, if by 
custom and asage the Slave Law.of Jamaica has not begn considered 
in force here, as far as it would apply to the local circumstances of 
the country, then there has been no lew, and, if it has been so 
recognized, the Bench, im declining the admission of the 26th end 
29th articles of that Law,.on the recent trial of -Mr, Bowen, has 
violated the sacred obligation, by which evary Magisteate is bound 
‘on his admission into Office.”? ee 
- Again he says, in his letter to Earl Bathurst, of date 10th January, 
1822, speaking of the trial of Rhode*Island and Phillis for their free- 
dom, “The result of this trial, and the evident spirit of opposition to 
the-poor Slaves, determined me nevet.again to seek redress for, them in 
the Court, as it is at present constitated; arid, an reoeiving therefore — 
the opinion of his Majesty's. Attorney-Ganeral respecting the poor Ja- 
dians, it became neeéssary to resort to other meane;. and I trust the 
lan to whieh f have had recourse will meet your Losdahip’s sppror 


tion.” * : 


"In bis letter to his lordship, dated 22d February, 1822, he likewise 


. © For the whole of this Letter see Appendix A. _ , 
- 2 For the whole of this Letter see Appendix B. 
3 For. jhe whole of this Letter see. Appendix Cc. 


+ For the whole of this Letter sce Appendi D. 
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speaks in the same opprobrious terms of the Administration of Justice 
in the Settlement: Referring to‘the conduct of Mr. Bowen and Cla- 
rissa Paslow towards an Indian female Slave, who had complained to 
him, he declares, ‘It is impossible to pass over, and no less impossi- 
ble to punish in this country, and I therefore beg to submit the case 
to your Lordship’s consideration and judgment ;” and again, “I would 
earnestly beg leave to draw your Lordship’s particular attention to the 
documents, as an additional evidence of the total and absolute impossi- 
bility of protecting the Slave Population under the present system of 
jurisprudence in the Colony.”' 
Before we proceéd ‘further, we cannot avoid observing on one 
strange occurrence, but no less true, that every Governor or .Super- 
intendent (Colonel Arthur alone excepted), that has resided in this 
country, during his Government, has | satisfied that, in this Set- 
tlement, Slavery existed but by name. We would refer likewise to 
the testimony he himself has given in his dispatch shortly after his 
. arrival amongst us, in which he states, “that it afforded him the 
greatest pleasure to bear fertoneny to the humanity, which he gene- 
rally observed exercised by the Wood-cutters towards their Slaves :” 
but Coloael Arthur. was too well read in the feelings of the ent 
day; he had not then been many months in the Settlement; he then 
saw with unprejudiced and uninterested. eyes; but, as a shrewd ob- 
server of mankind, he soon found the weak side of those who could 
rite or who could sink; that the words so emphatically and Fepeate 
edly used, “poor slave, cruelty, scourges, un eard-of horrors,” é&c. 
acted with talismanic effect on the feelings of our deceived and teo 
credulous countrymen; that the assumption of sanctity, godliness, 
and righteousness, was agreeable to a powerful party at home, whose 
interest and influence were necessary to his elevation, and he must 
have considered that it would be better so to trim his barkas te float 
with the tide of the pores, Any prevailing feeling, than to aet with 
fairness,.candor, an ‘integrity, to a few individuals, d ing eut an 
ce in a remote region of America. In this struggle between 
self-interest and prineiple, as is too often the case, the former tri- 
umphed, and Colonel Arthur became an. altered man! _ The idea of 
becoming. a real friend to the country was thrown aside.as unprofita- . 
ble, and the suddenness of the change indicated that he was no friend 
te this Settlement, or to the sufferers in the Colonies. 
Unfortunately for Honduras, the inhabitants were in the:year 1814 
placed under the control of this Officer, then tecently raised to a ma- 
jority; many months had not ape before he appeared to become 
dissatisfied with the country, with its people, its manners, its laws, 
and its customs. He became distant, severe, uncourtly, seldom seen, 
though too frequently and fatally heard of; whilst the distressed peo- 
ple under his Government groaned in secret over the accumulated 
and uncomfortable matter which seemed to arise around them. The 
inhabitants, although conscious of the rights and prerogatives of their 


"For the whole of this Letter see Appendix E, 
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Motiroh, and fitmly persuaded that they never cond be exercised 
7 the Royal Person, found that‘Major Arthur (apparently intox- 
icated by the sudden transition.from his Regiment to the Represen- 
tative of his alee We assumed . those. prerogatives : Those rights 
were declared to be delegated, and an adulation and servility required 
which the Majesty of England would have, scorned to receive. : 

Like every able General, Major Arthur began his reign by clearing 
the ground of all those obstacles which were likely to impede his 
plan of operations. . In a specious speech at a public meeting, held 
the 3rd of July, 1815, he represented to the inhabitants the folly. of 
their depending on Agents in Great-Britain, when their truest inte- 
rest.was to confide in their Superintendent, through whom al! would 
be heard, all would be attended to, all granted! ! As his conduct:had 
been till this time apparently open, candid, and fair, the inhabitants 
relied on. the sincerity of this declaration, and passed a vote in conse- 
quence, discontinuing their Agent in Britain. 

What has been the event of this confidence? They have been tra- 
duced, calumniated, and held up as objects of heteed and abhorrence 
to their countrymen. Conscious too late of the error which they 
committed, they have now only to mourn over its unfortunate and fa- 
tal effects. Shocking, indeed, is the reflection to.them, when they 
find an eminent Member of the British Parliament, Mr. Brougham, in 
the debate on Mr. Buxton’s motion, 16th May, 1823, on the very 
arena of that House, from which all that is noble, great, and enlight- 
ened, springs; influenced as he most probably was, unconscious as 
he must have been, ignorant as he really was, of the state of the 
country; but deeply and fatally.deceived by that very correspondence 
to which we have sliced’ pronounce such words: “The Honorable 
Member for Sandwich, on the. authority of a Governor, who seemed 
to be extravagantly delighted with the condition of Honduras Slavery, 
on 2 part of the Braquiic Shore, that deadly soil, with which, if the 
state of Slavery in Jamaica were contrasted, both as to the nature of 
its climate, and the kindness.experienced by the Negroes from their 
masters, the latter might be termeda Paradise, if not an absolute 
Heaven, (the Member o Sandwich) contended that we aught to adopt 
the opinion that the state of Slavery, even in that dangerous and 
fatal part of the West-Indies, was not as intolerable as it had been 
represented to be by some ‘persons, or perhaps the most, detestable 
spot upon the face of the Globe, a swamp where the forests are still 
uncleared.” be — P Bee aY 9: 

In the foregoing paragraph the Honorable Member displays as 
total a want of knowledge of the geography of the country, uncon 
nected as it is with the Mosquito Shore, as he seems to possess ofits 
state of Slavery ; and he shews the gross error and deception under 
which he labored, and which must haye been occasioned by these re- 
- presentations, , 

The inhabitants were still more conscious of the imprudence they 
had committed, as it almost immediately appeared to them, that Ma- 
jor Arthur himself, suspecting that there might be some future cause 
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bf complaint, iletermined by this’ béld step at once td wie every 
tation being to. but that which passed through him. 
A timaself thus secure from. having his conduct represented, the ea- 
cient laws and custems of the Settlement flew before his mandate; 
he established forms, and ibed rules, and, the more forcibly to 
remind the inhabitants of their dependent state, they were more 
pace pi ted docording to military custom, by beat of drum 
thtoughout the town. i 
During the whole of his Government Colonel Arthur seems to 
have imagined Honduras his kingdom, and he ‘carried on its affairs 
by a petty course of state intrigue, to which he endeavoured to give 
‘importance by stately forms and inflated documents, and which, but 
for the calamities ch it has entailed, would have been absurd. 
Never did the words of our immortal Shakespeare better apply than 
to this man ;. q 
: “ Men, proud man, 
Drese’d in s little brief authority, 
Plays such fartaatic trichs beforé high Heaven, 
As make the angels weep !”” ‘ 
Measunx ror Mrasung. | 


' 


Constious that a party would be requisite to strengthen the hands of 
his Government, and aware that a power of patronage was the most 
likely means to ensure it, he took eh the hands of the Magistracy 
the appointment of their Public Officers, and thus he hoped to securé 
to himself an accession of strength, which would enable him to carry 
on his designs with greater safety and facility, He divided the Settle- 
merit; a strong party was formed : some joined him from anibition, 
‘some from fear, ard some from a sincere belief in his professions of 
the real interest which he took in the welfare -of the Settlement, and 
a thorough persuasion that all his acts, whatever appearance they 
_ ‘might then wear, were directed to that one great point, ‘The conse- 
queétices, however, were svon felt, and every man began to look upon 
his heighbour with suspicion and dread ;.a system of espionage seem- 
ed visibly to exist ; men’s words and acts were known at the Govern- 
pees the most private recesses of family confidence were 
ken into; familiars moved with consummate secrecy and cantion, 
and persons found themselves reflected on and marked in public dis- 
es, unconscious of ever having acted wrong, or from whence the 

tt could have arisen: But’ was all this done, it will be: asked, 
without appositions.? Did pugillanimity thus paralyse the minds of 
all?  Weré there no mien if thé community of ta endence and 
Wpirit ‘safficient to stem the torrent? There were; Eat resistance 
was vain, Colonel Arthur had, in a speech made at a public meet- 
ing held January 6th, 1815, speaking of persons who had offered 
Rome opposition to existing measures, declared, * F will not long al- 
Tow the public to be infected by the pernicious principles of those who 
m at subverting ite tranquillity :” This was followed by a more ex: 
plicit declaration, that his Majesty’s Secretary of State had placed at 
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his disposal the property and happiness of this devoted country, or, 
it other words, that at his Scavatar GF at his will, an inhabitant 
could be transported from it! The idea of driving a man from his 
connexions, his friends, his means of subsistence, was nothing in 
his estimation ; it was sufficient that it was his pleasure, and he didi 
not scruple to declare, that ‘it was his firm determination of putting 
it in execution, whenever he deemed it-requisite. To this despotic 
disposal of the persons and liberties of his Majesty’s- subjects no re< 
sistance could be offered. However sensible the inhabitants might 
be that this stretch of prerogative was most unwarrantable and un- 
just, x none desired to put to the proof a measure, which perhaps 
would be attended with utter ruin to himself, and plunge his family 
-into ore, separated from his means of livelihood, it would be 
vain for him to carry on a law-suit against his unjust persecutor, who 
would have the advantage of being kept abroad in his Government, 
while the poor, injured inhabitant, who had gone to his native land 
to seek redress, would be perishing in jail from want, This isa 
trne picture of men’s tloughts ; and such was the inquisitorial autho- 
rity which he held over the inhabitants, thet scarcely one, even of 
the most oppressed, from a kind of sectet prudence, would venture 
to complain: thus did he continue {for the space of some years to 
build his power and authority on the fears, instead of the affections, 
of the people, untithe began to suspect, from secret murmurs and 
concealed opposition, that complaints, in spite of ali his efforts to thé 
contrary, would reach Great Britain, or some exposure be made of 
his conduct. Aware that he must now seize some’ popular subject} 
in order to strengthen his pretensions at home, and toate that 
Slavery was one naturally repugnant to the feelings of the People of 
England, he assumed the character of the philanthropist, became tg the 
eyes of his Majesty’s Ministers the kind mediator between the ihastet 
and the Slave, and would persuade them that he is not -vested: with 
sufficient authority to restrain the lawless race, which he has béeil 
gent to govern: He then blazons to the world acts of severity, #which 
he has exaggerated into cruelty; he puts on paper dreadful rebellions, 
which never existed but in his dispatch to the Secretary of State} 
he finds crimes committed that were before’ unknown in the’ country { 
and, to consummate all, his great: sagacity at length discovers that 
there was not any law by which our ancestors held their pr erty, 
and consequently it must instantly be abandoned. Let his dinpatch 
to the Earl Bathurst, of May 16th, 1820, be read: We will here grvé- 
it at length: He says, “It is with much concern I’do myself the 
honor to report to your Lordship, that on the 24th ult. I received a 
communication from the Magistrates, apprizing me that information 
had ‘just reached them from the interior of the country, that a con- 
siderable number of Slaves had formed themselves into a body in 
the river Belize, and being well armed, and having already committed 
various depredations, the most serious consequences were to be ap- 
prehended. This information was soon after further confirmed by a 
very strong Memorial; which was addressed to me by the principal 
Wood-cutters, setting forth the perilous situation in which they were 
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placed in their works, and ehaeely praying for immediate protection. 
Orders were in consequence issued for a party of the 2d West-India 
Regiment,’ under the command of Lieutenant M‘Pherson, to proceed 

.the following morning up the River Belize as far as Bermudian land- 
ing, and another party» under the command of Major Noel,* to pro- 
ceed up the River Sibun, and take up a position so as to co-operate 
with the troops in the Belize, or to check the progress of the Slayes, 
should they move from the Belize towards the provision-grounds in the 
Sibun. : 

“ Having completed these arrangements, and given the necessary 
instructions to Major Bradley, in case the spirit of disaffection should 
extend itself to ihe town, I left Belize on the essary Lk the 26th, 
accompanied by the Senior Magistrate, in the hope of being enabled 
by the milder means of persuasion to bring these poor deluded peo- 
rls to a due sense of the impropriety of their conduct, without having 
recourse to military force. ; 

“‘In my progress up the River, J was much concerned to ascertain 
that the oes, who had first deserted, and excited others to join 
them, had treated with very unnecessary harshness by their 
Owners, and had certainly good grounds for complaint, if happily 
they had pursued that course,,rather than, having resorted to the un- 
lawful means they were pursuing; but as their animosity had not led 
them to any greater excess than the destruction of some cattle, and 
the ro of one or two houses, a proclamation was issued, offering 
a free on to all such as would immediately come in and la 
down their arms; but at the same time Law was proclaimed, 
and a liberal reward for the apprehension of all such as should still 
continue in a state of rebellion. 

‘*] then proceeded from Work to Work to the distance of 220 miles 
up the River Belize, directing the different gangs of Slaves to be as- 
sembled, and by thus timely inquiring into their several grievances, 
causing the proclamation to be read, and pointing out to them the 
fatal consequences, which they would inevitably bring upon them- 
selves, if they were seduced by the bad example of thous who had 
so misconducted themselves. The evil seemed happily stayed, and 
many of those, who had perhaps been hastily led at the moment to 
nelle with the disaffected, were induced to return peaceably to their 
work, 

_ “T cannot ascertain that the number now remaining of the princi- 
pal body in the river Belize exceeds 20; and I have every reason to 
' conclude that even these are separated, and of course no longer 
formidable. _ 

_ “On the 10th inst. 1 left Lieutenant M‘Pherson in the woods at 
the head of the Belize in pursuit of this gang, and am in the daily 
expectation of his report of their capture. — 

**Some of the Runaways having given information of two Slave’ 
Towns, which it appears have been formed in the Blue Mountains to 
Sree ee eens si -_ 

was one subaltern, one t, 18 9 Ww oners, four In- 
dians, and a guide, also Major Noe. si Seti 
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the northward ‘of Sibun, it was. judged expedibnt; that Major Noel 
should march in that.direction, and, as soon as his report is received,'$ 
hope it may be no longer necessary to continue Martial Law in force: 
“I feel tt, my Lord, an unspeakable mercy that the. country has 
been thus delivered by the. hand of Providence from a commotion, 
shich at first appeared to threaten very alarming consequences, and 
trust the gratttude of the Settlers will be fully awakened on the 
occasion, and evidenced by increased acts of uniform kindness and 
humanity towards the poor Slave Population. Dae 
. TT bave, &c. 
‘ ‘ (Signed) “GEO. ARTHUR.” ... 
Let this Report be read with attention, aid it will be seen to be 
drawn up in such-language as to suit all who he intended should 
see it: To the Philanthropist of England he addressed himself, when 
he said “‘ the poor Slaves had great cause for complaint ;” to the Re- 
ligious when he prayed to the Almighty God to permit the wicked 
Owners to see their errors, “ and to think of the unspeakable mercies 
of Providence in being delivered from Rebellion ;” to the Secretary 
of State he has represented himself as.the prudent, cautious States, 
man; and to the Commander in Chief he has insinuated that the 
promptitude and energy of his measures saved the country !! ; 
It is true:that it had been represented to him by the Magistrates 
of the Settlement, that there was very considerable alarm excited in 
the Belize River, and which, from the information they had obtained, 
appeared to be of a serious nature ; that.in consequence he, Colonel 
Arthur, ascended the River, and visited the several establishments on 
his way up; but there he found every thing perfectly quiet! .. ..: 
On bis artival, however, at the Works of Mrs. Grace Anderson, 
he found that eleven of her Negroes had been in a rebellious state, 
committing on that Settlement various acts of depredations; that 
eight out of the eleven (three having left them) had formed themselves 
into a gang, and proceeded up that River to the establishment, of 
Mr. Edward Meighan, where they were.joined by two of his Negroes; 
that they had there renewed their wanton acts of spoliation, and, 
after remaining some days conducting themselves in a violent and 
disorderly manner, they had continued their route upwards, with an 
intent to make the Spanish Settlements in the interior, and which 
they accomplished. ; 
Colonel Arthur, however, proceeded, and, having attained nearly 
the head of the River, he acquainted the Gentlemen in the different 
establishments of the cause of his visiting the interior with troops :* 
they in general expressed their surprise at the reports that could 
occasion it, and acquainted him that they had heard of the eleven 
Runaways, but had not any conception, that accounts had reached 
Belize in the formidable shape of a Rebellion being in the country, 
‘as, with the exception of Grace Anderson’s eleven, and Mr. Meighaa’s 
Awo, the Negroes were all cheerfully at their duty. 


+ This host was 88 Privates, three Officers, two Sergeants, @ few Pensioners, and 
Col, Arthur, four Indians, and a Guide. 
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: Motwkbstanding these declarations of the general quiet state of the 
eountry, and thet no Rebellion did exist, he thought proper to je 
claim Martiel Law, and publish a Proclamation, offering one hundred 
pounds for the apprehension of a man named Will, who bad been 
the Captain of Grace Andersan's people, also Sharper, belonging to 
Mr. Meighan, and who were-also ringleaders of this party. He, 
nevertheless, appeared surprised at the peaceable appearance of the 
interior, and, in arder to be fully satisfied on the pout, ia his return 
down the River he again visited the several establishments, caused 
the Negroes on each to be agsembled, and inquired of them if they 
had. any complaints? 

- He found none!! . Yet with all this knowledge, and of which he 
became possessed immediately from his own observations, he writes 
the Dispatches of the 16th May and 7th October, 1820. ; 

But,.as he states in these Dispatches, ‘‘ That the Negroes who had 
first deserted, and excited others to join them, bad been treated with 
véry unnecessary harshness by their owners, and had certainly good 
grounds for complaint,” and again, “In my Report to, your Lordship 
of the 16th May last, No. 27, upon the insurrection which had taken 
place in the interior of the Colony, J represented that it had originated 
from the harshness with which some of the Slaves had been treated,” 
we, therefore, feel it necessary to state the real cause of the desertion 
of these people. ; 

It appears. that the Negro Will, the property of Grace Anderson, 
and who. had been the Captain and managing man on her estate, had 
been displaced by her from his situation as such: this he was deter- 
mined to. resent, and availing himeelf of a quarrel, that had taken 
place between some of the Negro¢s and that persop’s.son (a youth of 
about 18 years, who had most imprudently lowered himself in theit 
estimation by associating with them in acts of intereperance), he, 
Will, exercised. the influence be bad, and instigated some of his 
countrymen to abscond with him, and who were, as we have befors 
stated, joined by two of Mr. Meighan’s, ane of whom has been. con- 
sidered of a bad disposition. ve ae 

After this simple detail, for we shrink not from stating the honest 
trath, it is left to a candid public to decide how fer Colonel Arthur 
is borne out ia the representations he has made to Lord Bathurst in 
these Dispatches ; and wherein he would lead his Majesty's Ministers 
to suppose that a dreadful Rebellion and insurrection had existed in 
the country, brought on by the harsh and unnecessary severity of 
the Owners. , 

It is also necessary to remark, that ithas appeared that no such 
thing was in existence as runaway Negro towns in the Blue Moun- 
tains in Shiboon, of which Colonel Arthur has made so much. 

* God forbid we should assume to ourselves the idea that we, too, 
are immaculate: the just and reasonable man will consider that in 
all countries there may be bad characters; but are the. whole people 
of Honduras to be condemned, because there might have been two 
_ or three persona amongst them said to be of relentless hearts, or arg 
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they ‘tobe traduced'as ‘they have been in his Dispatches,.and im the 

Hoase of Commons as mere brutes, on account of individual impre 

pee ‘As well might oar Mother-Country be reflected on, becansé 
er hundreds and thousands are brought to the gallows, or sent into 
' servitude, from the multitude of crimes committed in her bosom! 

‘ But to return to Colonel Arthur's calumniating charges of: cruelty 
and barbarity amongst us, and to Mr. Brougham’s bitter invective, we 
can only observe, that it is almost impossible for us to bring. docus 
_ Mentary evidenee to prove that persons have been punished for crn- 

élty’ amongst us, since ctimes of that description are. so seldom 

' heard of in our Settlement, that scarcely any traces of such practices 
ean be found on the records. We must then only humbly pray 
the testimony of all our former Governors;. and, after having shew 
one or two instances of most extraordinary fidelity in our Slaves, we 
tnust leave it to the judgment of an impartial world; and we there- 
. fore, in the first place, declare that Colotel Arthur is not ignorant 
that we hold our Slaves here merely from the affection they bear their 
Owners, and that, if they were not governed with mildness, kindness, 
and liberality, from the encouragement held out by the Spaniards to 
desert, and the facility with which they could do so, together with 
the improbability of their ever being again recovered, the country 
would be in a moment deserted, and the Settlers.ruined. : 
* One of the strongest proofs of what we have here asserted, and of 
the contentnient and good condition of the Slaves of this country, is 
evidenced by their conduct in the last descent made by the Spaniards 
on the Settlement in 1798 : we were then almost, destitute of pro» 
teotion from Govertimient; the frea population was at that period 
inconsiderabke, and the whole strength of. the Settlement combined 
with the few troops stationed here, was quite inadequate to resist 
the Spaniards’ attack. — by 8 
' What aid could we procure on thie sudden emergency? Whithet 
were we to fly? ‘Or to what measures were we to have recourse ip 
these awful circumstances? In that quarter (and let our traducer, as 
we record it, be henceforth dumb for ever); in that quarter, over 
which the Demon of Oppression is alone said to hover, and the voice 
of suffering only to be heard, the star of our deliverance arose. Our 
Slaves armed themselves with an alacrity, which to every impartial 
mind must carry a conviction, which all the sophistry of.our antago- 
nist ig unable to refute, and, marshalling themselves under their re+ 
spective Owners, cheerfully and manfully fouglit for and defended 
theit Masters’ lives and their Masters’ property : with patience they 
bore the fatigues of military duty, and with a gallantry. unparalleled 
they beat off an enemy double their number. After this does it re» 
quire asking, whether these’ beings, stated to be so injured and op- 
pressed, for whom no justice can be procured, and who have no Laws 
to protect them<would not they, if such were the case, have se 
cepted the promised freedom offered. by the Spanish Commander? 
Could they not, with the arms which the confidence of their Master 
had placed in their hands, have retired, and with ease have joined the 
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enemy? “They could have done this, and laughed to scofn ‘ever? 
attempt to'prevent them, for, as we have already said, the'Settlement 
had not force sufficient to arrest their progress. But no; there 
appeared a sacred tie between the Slave and the Master, which bound 
the due to the other, and which falsifies the assertions of our acou- 
“ser, by clearly evincing the marked preference of these faithful Slaves 
to their state-of bondage than to the freedom offered by the Spe- 
miards. To see the Slave stand up and fight for the interest and life © 
of his Master, to see him possess such property as his industry may 
accumulate, and which the Master protects and defends, to see that 
Master appeal to the Courts of Honduras, when necessary, for the 
recevery of any debt or property of his Negro, should the act of a 
free person have injured,-wronged, or denied him his just due, are 
net unfrequent occurrences in Honduras. We would simply ask, 
how does this coincide with the Dispatch of the 16th day of May, and 
the 7th of October, 1820, where the inhabitants are held up in such 
an odious light to the British Nation?* If this single. glorious act, 
which we have related, is not sufficient, innumerable instances. could 
be then fe forward of the fidelity and value of the Slaves in this part 
of his. Majesty’s Colonies; but we will simply state one other, and 
that of a very recent date, as perchance it-might be said 4 Colonel 
Arthur, or his friends, that the Spanish War took place a long time 
‘since, and that the Negroes were better treated at that period than 
at present: it is a case wherein Colonel Arthur, in the most ty+ 
rannical and \njustifiable manner, interfered in the private concerns 
of gn individual, in consequence of some circumstances that had oc- 
curred relative to a Jury on which he- had sitten;-he (Colonel Ar- 
thut), after having received from this person the moss hamble sub- 
saission, which was in a manner extorted from him, aceording to H16 
spirit of Christian meekness, oppressed him, injured‘ him, opposed 
thish in his career of industry, blasted his prospects for that year, and 
put him to an’ enormous expense, by taking advantage of his having 
cut wood out of the confined territories of the English, as by 
treaty established with Spain, and then on that plea refused to 


_ allow him to proceed in his business, although others were in the 


same situation, and not prevented. What then was the conduct of 
this person’s Negroes?- They did not sit down idle; they did not 
anticipate a rest for their poor, weary limbs; they did not rejoice, 
and:.consider: it as a dispensation from Heaven to give relief. to the 
poor Slave: No! these poor, miserable, wretched creatures (such are 
the hacknied terms-of the Philanthropist of the present’day,) came to 


_ their Master, and requested him not to be disheartened, for that Co- 


Jone] Arthur could not ruin him, since they -would shew him what 
their gootl will and exertions could effect. Although their former 
was near four months advanced, and consequently the remain- 
der of the season was but short, they immediately proceeded up the | 
River; -and, commencing work in another place, by the greatest 


1 Bee page Zin thie Defencerand Appendix, Letter A. 
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bbergy and: mést lihorious ‘exertions thsy brought their Master’ as 
much wood to market as he ‘would: otherwise have had, had not Cor 
lonel Arthur interfered. 5 TS st 
- Numerous instances can likewise be brought.of the existing conv 
fidence of the Master in his Slave. He retires with his Negroes, 
wir are all armed, up the River, to :spots far removed from the towns 
he sleeps in the midst of them in an open hut; he is surrounded by 
them in the most lonely recesses of the woods, and yet no harms 
ensues; he is satisfied that his confidence-in the Slave will not be 
abused, and the Slave doesnot seem to feel the commanding situation 
in which he is placed, nor does he, although so remotely situate; 
forget his wonted respect-and obedience to his Owner or Employer. 
Yet these things are being changed; there are vile: spirits at work 
here, secretly insinuating their empoisoned venom, .and, as our 
sent worthy Superintendent, Major-General Codd, declares in his 
ispatch to Lord Bathurst, of date the 8th of March, 1823, “ clouda 
seem to be gathering around this once bright state of things,:and 
feeling appear to be awakened injurious to the happiness..of the 
egro.” . ; ; 

- We would merely make one more remark upon the manifest injus- 
tice done us in the Diapatches of Colonel Arthur, to which we have 


. already alluded, and inserted here. It is upon the dreadful state in 


which he would induce the King’s Ministers to believe the Settlement 


_ a, have been, without a single. Law to protect the Slave, and the 


consequent inducement which he felt, with the advice of two persons, 
to ordain the Consolidated Slave Law of Jamaica to be in force heres 
We here pointedly declare that the Slave Law of Jamaica, as far as 
regards the protection of the Slave, and as far as would suit the local 


circumstances of the Settlement, has been in force here for many 


years. . It has been acted upon as the ground-work of prosecutions 
for crimes, when such called for the interference of the Judicial Au- 
thorities ; and in. all cases, where Slaves were considered to be 


. iojured, it was usually before the Bench as their guide; yet he 


declares in his Dispatch to Lord Bathurst, dated 7th October, 1820, 
‘* that the Act is not in the Country.” So far from this, we positively 
assert that the Act passed in Jamaica the ,1oth March, 1801, has 
been in the Office of Records nearly 20 years, and that a specific 
extract was also made from the Slave Law of Jamaica so long since 
as 1791; but nothing can exhibit in a ny 98 light the real desi 

of Colonel Arthur than his addressing Lord Bathurst upon this s 
ject, when he well knew.that the Consenenes Pe cor ot Jamacia, 
though perfectly applicable there, would not equally in all its parts 
a to this Heaters We must again here allude to his Letter 
to Lord’ Bathurst, of 22d February, 1822, wherein he emphatically " 
states, “* I would earnestly beg to draw your Lordship’s Posiguler 
attention to an additional evidence of the total and absolute impos- 
sibility of protecting the Slave Population under the present system 
of jurisprudence in the Colony.” He then goes on to say, speaking 
of the conduct of two persons, “ that st is impossible to pass over, 
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and no léde taxpc to puntih in this‘ Country.” ‘How, we woubd 
ask the world, could this Settlement have existed for such a length 
of time under such a frightful state of things? What are we to 
8 ‘of our Governors, during this ebsence of all. judicial re- 
straint? Or will Colonel Arthur. make them equally cruel, wajust, 
and guilty, as he has represented-'us? ‘The matter carries its own 


refutation on the very face of it. Strange indeed it is, that we had. 


no dreadful c aints of this sort, either before the arrival or since 
the seek of Colonel Arthur, and we confidently trust’ we shall 
never have again. We do not mean to discuss the question re~ 
specting Mr. Bowen, who has. been acquitted by a British Jury, after 
a.trial instituted by Colonel Arthur-more to persecote the Master 
than to protect the Slave; but, admitting Colonel Artbur’s misro- 
presentations, are a whole Community to be stigmatized and held up 
to the public view as monsters, because an act of felony has been 
punished by 39 stripes inflicted by a female, and which in the Mother- 
Country would have been punisHed with death? yet Colonel Arthur 
has done so—while he well knew, if he will declare the honest truth, 
that the Magistrates have at all times taken the most prompt mea- 
sures, whenever such questions were brought to view, and have 
instituted proceedings against the offenders. We.do then boldly 
declare, that there is every Law to protect the Slave Population in 
this Country; and we as boldly assert that Colonel Arthar's pro« 
ceedings throughout have not been actuated by good and-worth: 
motives, but by the sure prospect of aggrandizing himself 
the interest of a powerful party at home, by thus working upon theit 
blinded and mistaken feelings. We likewise hur y assert 
that Colonel Arthur himself, or those be employed, were the occa+ 
sion of more discontent and unhappiness to the Slaves than had 
been amongst them before. As a proof of this, we will refer toy 
lettey from Mrs. Carmichael, under date the 22d October, 1821, 
then to her evidence, as also to the evidence of Mr. -Francié 
Meighan ; } 
Belize, 29d O¢tober, 1821. - - 
Sm 


pik find myself compelled to apply to you to save me and my family from 
impendiag ruin, My Mother, Mrs. Mary Hickey, left me at her death a 


share of her requ to that she left her other children, and appointed. 


Dr. M, wae — r ry ol direeting Madar time ale © pros 
perty ma pt up until the youngest chi ° 28 wi ear 
more fully, teference being had wo the Will. Now, either by slifertawn, 
mismanagement, or oppression, it so happens that the Negroes belonging 
to the estate are ina state’ bordering on sedition and exasperation, 

dsily apply to me, even those that I knew the greatest favorites of my 
Mother, and complain of harsh treatment and cruel punishment bein 
inflicted upon them by the Doctor, and plainly tell me that they aaset 
endure that state of misery much longer, If their comptaint is founded or 
mot I have no means of astertainjng, not’ wishing to pry into the Doctor's 


* See Appendix, Letter E, for this letter, 
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ipteriot wramagement of his affairs; but it is certain that I have myself 
seen this morning the shoulders and body of two of them cruelly lacerated 
when they told me they had been severely flogged, one op Thursday 
the other on Friday last; and the same severe punishment repeated this 
morning on both. Florizelle, another negro belonging to the estate, is 
actually now io jail in irons, though r ‘almost to a skeleton by 
sickness. The punishment. of Venture (one of those whom I saw) was 
aarp severe, having been inflicted by a disbanded soldier of the 1th West- 

Regwnent, soho was considered in his regiment as a very whip, and 
who did not conceal that he owed a grudge to that poor negro, i my 

I do therefore apply to you that you may be pleased to appoint, or cause 

to be appointed, a Manager to the estate, by which, without violating the 
Fight of an Executor, the property may be saved from ruin, and the minds: 
of those Negrves set at ease, or to give whatever relief you, in your wisdom, 
may think fit, ' a 
I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servart, 


(Signed E. M. CARMICHAEL. ~ 
Colonel Antuun, his Majesty's Roe eindiai: 
Commandant, 5c. &c. &c. , 


AT A MEETING OF MAGISTRATES, HELD THIS DAY, 
: NOVEMBER 197s, 1823. 
i | Mrs, Canmicnac called and sworn, 

Question. Noticing a letter with your signature, dated the 2¢d October, 
2821, addressed'to Colonel Arthur, his Majesty’s Superintendent, arid in thé 
Correspondence, as laid before the House of Commons, who inftyenced you 
to write that Letter? . ' 

Answer. No person; it was my own deed: I went to Colonel Arthur to 
complain, and he said I must write him, as he could not take any measures 
unless I wrote him.’ ~ ‘eae 

Q. Who dictated the Letter for you, dated 82d October, 1821, addressed 
say ag Vi an kre Z re grag: ge 

A. Major luin:* I gave him the substance.: ; af 

Q. Didigulias Major Coatquelvin the substance of that part of the Letter, 
where es avery heavy whip in the 7th West-India Regiment # 

A. No. so 

Q, Did ever speak to Teague on that occasion? 

A. To the best of my knowledge and belief I did not. ‘ 

Q. Did you not know that there was a great misunderstanding between 
heeg Mother’s Executor and the Superintendent at the time you wrote that 

iter? 22 sade tied k 

A, Yeas eS ait: et i e's : 

Q. Did you not hear that Colonel Arthur wished to implicate your Mo- 
ther’s Executor at the time? Z 

A. I do not wish to answer that question. 


AT A. MEETING OF MAGISTRATES, NOVEMBER 24tu, 1823. | 
Francis Msicuan sworn, : 
Question. Had not you some conversation with Colonel Arthur about 


® This Major Coatquelvin wa the chief counsellor and adviser of Colonel Arthut, 
and was the ; rson appointed by him to carry on all prosecations, posecased his un- 
limited , and appeared aware of all his intentions, 
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the time ‘that sister was making 8 complaintageion BL: W. Bowes, 
your Mother's Exccutor? i : 

Answer, Yes. 

Q. State the nature of the conversation. 
- A. Colonel Arthur sent for me upon some private business, and after 
seme time introduced a conversation about.my Mother's estate, and stated 
that he had bad.an urpleasant matter with Mr. Bowen, the Executor uf my 
‘Mother’s estate, that he, Mr, Bowen, would: certainly ruin the estate, and 
he was sorry to see that I did not ct mose in conjunction with my Sister 
Mrs. Carmichael than I did. He seemed te wish me to write him to use 
his endeavours if possible to set aside the Will, and-he stated he had ay 
ides of taking it from him the Executor altugether, and, as at that time Mrs. 
. Carmichael seemed to me to be acting upon the principle of inducing the 
Slaves to revolt. against the. Executor, I considered that Colonel Arthur 
meant to wish me to join berin the same. It also seemed to me that: the 
Slaves themselves had been with Colonel Arthur. =i 

I told Colonel Arthur, in ly to his observations, that I never would 
join-with any one to injure the Executor, as he had acted most kindly to me, 
and I considered bis conduct towards the Slaves poor I must also further 
declare that had it not been for me, they would ail have revelted: I myself 
coaxed them, and endeavoured to allay the ferment. The Slaves were quiet 
enough, but it is evident they were tatapered with, and I ar certain from 
my knowledge of them they never would have so acted, had they not ben 
secretly interfered with; and it fully appeared to me that Colone] Arthur 
was actuated by feelings of revenge towards Bowen more thas for the good 
‘of the estate. I do not speak this upon mere supposition, because he en- 
deavoured to persuade me that he, Bowen, was not my friend, and thegeneral 
tenor of his conversation seemed grouided upon tbat principle; and such 
was Mr.-Bowen's anxiety respecting the estate and bis fear of acting at all, 
lest it might be considered he was acting harshly, be sent for me, told me 
the delicate situation in which he was placed, and, as I knew the Negroes 
svell, and was the eldest Son of my Mother, he requested me to intefere and 
point out to them their error. I did #0, and brought a number round to 
their duty, It never was the natural disposition of the Negroes, for they 
had been fully paid, and every allowance requisite given them, ny 


By these documeats it will be fully shewn, that considerable pri- 
vate enmity existed‘against Dr. Bowen, and that these very Negroes 
had been tampered with: the inference will on this be naturally 
drawn by every candid miad, that Colonel Arthur was more ac- 
tuated by a determination to gain personal revenge over Mr. Bowen, 
than to benefit his Slaves. 

Amidst the mass of cajumniating matter which Colonel Arthur has 
brought against us, we cannot avoid speaking of the trial of a women 
named Duncanette Campbell, on which Colonel Arthur has laid so 
much stress, and which he evidently wishes to be the criterion upon 
* which the opinion respecting the Settlement might be formed. Upon 

this trial, the whole rested upon the declaration ‘of the Slave herself, 
worked up to the highest pitch of jealousy and revenge against her 
mistress; but Colonel Arthur has. with much policy extracted from 
the record of the trial cmeee| such parts as wear a harsh and severe 
appearance, rejecting the evidence on the part of the prisoner, which 
there can be no doubt from its substance influenced the Jury in their 
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dedision. As this is one of the most important features in Colonel 
Arthor’s letters against us, we deem it but proper to annex the Address 
of the King’s Advocate to the Court on his trial. He was Colonel 
Arthur's own particular bosom-friend and counsellor, and this docu- 
ment will fully shew the light in which we have always been conai- 
dered. He addressed the Court and Jury as follows: 


GentLemem or 18 Bencu, , 
GextLemex or tHE Jory, ; 

Tt falls this day upon me to lay before you a case of gent croelty, com- 
pitted: by the prisoner at the bar against her Slave. Fortunately for the 
credit of this Settlement, such crimes are very scarce in this country, Itis 
its good fortune and pride that it has obtained the well-deserved praise of 
being of all spots, where Slavery is admitted as lawful, the one where Slaves 
are treated by their Masters with the most kindness and indulgence. 

This well-earned reputation it is our duty to preserve unspoited, and too ' 
much praise cannot be bestowed upon our Governors and Magistrates for 
their determination to prosecute, with all the severity of the law, such per- 
sons who dare to tarnish our good name by their cruel treatment of those 
paforsriete beings which are left to their mercy, and who are 80 much de- 
prived of any feelings of humanity as to compare their Slave to the ox fn 
their pasture, or the mule in their stables, thinking they have the same 
identical right to use the one in the same manner as the other; but this 
prosecution will prove to them, I hope, that there never has been a more 
mistaken idea. 

The Law has entrusted, it ie true, very great powers to the Owners of 
Slaves. It presumed with great reason that powers necessary for the pre- 
servation of discipline and subordination could not be placed in safer hands 
than the Master and Proprietor, who has an immediate interest in the wel- 
fare, health, and nerpioees of his Slaves; but those powers, as they are 
granted by Law, are also strictly confined by the Law within certain bounds, 
which it is a great crime to infringe. The Law has granted to the Master 
the power of judging and determining the pupishment of emall offences and 
misdemeanours, and has fixéd the quantum and mode of punishment, which 
cannot be exceeded. Such powers it was necessary to grant for the protec- 
tion of the Master. In crimes of a greater magnitude the Law has granted 
neither the cognizance nor the punishment to the Master, but has instituted 
Slave-Courts, where it is the undoubted duty of the Owner to bring his 
Slave to be there dealt with according to Law. It ja therefore useless for « 
Proprietor to plead in extenuation of his severity of pubishment, thar the 

, crime committed by his Slave was of such magnitude that, thuugh that pu- 
nishment appears severe, it is comparative lenity, considering the crime— 
that plea must be rejected, because, as I have said before, he ought to have 
applied to the Magistracy to grant him a Slave-Court, and his taking upon 
himself the punishment of such an offence was an assumption of power not 
granted to him, and an insult to the Magistracy and the Cuurts, by doubting 
their justice and defying their authority. : 

Some ill-informed persons have conceived the idea that such trials as this 
may tend to loosen the subordination of Slaves: Never was a more erro- 
neous idea, It must have the contrary effect, Injustice and oppression are 
the parents of mutiny: Kindness, protection, and justice, tempered with 
mercy, ere sure to produce affection and devotion! This country affords very 
striking examples of this truth! Where have Slaves sh: wn such am attach+ 
ment to their Master, as they have shown in the Spanish war, and on many 
other occasions? We have here no Drivers at their back, or the cracking of 

Cc 
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whips sounding at their ears! In what part of the world, however, do Ne- 
gtoes ‘perform such bard labor with such apparent ease apd slacrity? Te 
what cause are we to attribute those effects, if it is not to the feeling of the 
Slave, that his state of servitude is as light as it can possibly be, and that 
he considers his Master more in the light of a Parent than that of a Master. 

' I will now, after these preliminary remarks, which I thought it my duty 
to offer, bring before you the evidences substantiating the charges, upon 
which the prosecution is grounded. They are s0 clear that I do not consi- 
der it necessary at the present moment to take up part of your time in ex- 
patiating upon them. : 


Lastly, we annex an extract of a Letter from Colonel Arthur to 
Lord Bathurst, under date the 7th November, 1816, as follows: 

“« With regard to the state of the Black Population, I have the most 
heartfelt satisfaction in assuring your Lordship, that it is scarcel 

sible it can be ameliorated: So great is the Kioduiees! the liberali- 
RE the indulgent care of the Wood-cutters towards their Negroes, 
at Slavery could scarcely be known to exist in this country, -was it 
not for a few unprincipled adventurers in the town of Belize, who 
exercise authority over their one or two Slaves in a manner very dif- 
ferent from the great body of the community, . 

“The steps which I have taken with one of those characters (as 
reported in my dispatch to your Lordship of the 21st ult.) will, I have 
no doubt, be attended with the best effect, and I turn with pleasure 
from the unpleasant exception to the general features of the picture, 
which are so truly excellent. ~ 

“ Amidst all our difficulties, in other respects, it is quite impossi- 
ble, my Lord, that any thing can surpass the treatment of the alive, 
men, women, and children, in this country. 

«« The men and lads work on account of their Owners five days in - 
the week; for the Saturday’s labor, they are entitled by usage, which 
has become a faw, to halfa dollar, and the Sunday is entirely their 
own. 

“The women are only employed in domestic purposes, and, if the 
have young children, no work whatever is required from them by their 
Masters. In fact, my Lord, I must confess, I have in no part of the 
world seen the laboring class of people possessing any thing like the 
comforts of the Slave Population of Honduras.”' 

This Letter was written after about two years’ residence in the 
country, and after he had had an opportunity of seeing and knowing 
every man amongst us. It must be regarded as the full and honest 
conviction of a heart at that period unbiassed and unprejudiced, and 
as such it is to us a document of the most precious and important 
kind, Strange, that we should have thus suddenly degenerated, 
from al] that is beneficent and good, to all that is cruel and bad! 
Strange, that where the Slave enjoyed blessings, which the laboring 


* This Letter was transmitted to his Majesty’s Ministers-about the same time that 
the Duke of Manchester and the other Governors of the Weat India Islands were mak- 
ing their reports regarding the State of Sle in the Colonies, and appeared, as we 
peene by the sanction of Government, in the Times Newspaper of the 28th April; 


it. appears 
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class. of othér countries seldorm experienced,’ in a few mdnths the 


. shackle of oppression should only be felt, or the lash of severity heard; 


but we trust sincerely that the good, the wise, and the enlightened will 
see through this tissue of glaring misrepresentation and subtilty, how- 
ever closely woven, and we will proceed to the next object which 
draws our attention, the Letter of Colonel Arthur to Earl Bathurst, of 
date 28th September, 1821, and in which he lays such stress on a 


, communication from the Officer of Police, that the Magistrates were 


acting in an extra-judicial manner. In this Letter he states, “ On 
the 11th inst. I received the enclosed Report, No. 1, from the Officer 
of Police, stating the illegal punishment he had been required by Mr. 
Bowen, a Magistrate, to inflict on one of his Slaves, and also detailing 
a most severe punishment which he had in part carried into effect, at 
the instance of the Bench; but with the further execution of whieh 
he hesitated to proceed, as it appeared to him contrary to Law.”— 
Certainly, the Officer of Police appears on this occasion a person of 
remarkable delicacy, as well as possessing a perfect knowledge of the 
law. It answered the views, however, of Colonel Arthur, who im- 
mediately seized the opportunity of asserting that the Magistrates 


, Were acting in direot violation of the law, as the Slave Law of Jamaica 


either had been or had not been in existence in this country, or so 
much of it as would apply to this Settlement. Colonel Arthur has, 
indeed, denied in his dispateh to Earl Bathurst, of date 7th October, 


* 1820, that such Law was in existence here, although in other instances 


he has admitted that it was; but we have already declared the Slave 


_ Law made in the year 1801 has been many years on our records, and 


has been usually acted upon by the Magistrates in cases of criminal 
prosecution. ' 

Having established the existence of this Law, we will now shew 
that the act of the Magistrates, in inflicting the punishment they did 
on these Negroes for desertion, was entirely in conformity thereto. 
By the Consolidated Slave Law; passed in 1816, two Magistrates pos- 
seas the power of inflicting punishment on Slaves for deserting from 
their owner for a short time; but, if beyond six months, they must be 
tried by a Court and Jury, and their punishment hard labor or trans- 
portation. The Magistrates, therefore, in this case ordered the Ne- 
groes to be punished, and, whatever might have been their motives, 

they were acting in strict conformity.to this Law, and. by 
which they were warranted in their proceeding, It seems, however, 
not a little singular that the Police-Officer should, on this one occa- 
sion, have exhibited such a peculiar sagacity in discriminating the 
boundaries of the Law, or that he should thus have interfered with 
the authority of the Magistrates; but in extenuation of his conduct we 
would remark that, from the despotic influence which Colonel Arthur 
exercised over those who, from the public situations they held, were 
dependent upon him, they were afraid to resist his measures, however 
unjustifiable they might be. That the whole of this circumstance 


1 For the whole of this Letter, and the Officer of Police’s Letter, see Appendix A.. 
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exianated from Colonel Arthur, fer the purpode of naery be slur of 
the Magistracy, will be fully evidenced by the answers of this Officer 
to the questions put to him by the Magistrates, who were induced, 
from the singularity of the circumstance, to call him before them at 
a Meeting held by them on the 19th November, 1833. After being 
sworn, the following questions were put : 
Q. As we notice a Letter, with your signature, of the 11th Septem- 
ber, 1821, in the correspondence of Colonel Arthur, as laid before the 
House of Commons, who influenced you to write -that letter ? 
A. Colonel Arthur directed me to write it. 
* Q. Did Colonel Arthur dictate that letter for you ? 
A. I believe he did. - : ae 
Q. Would you have writteri such a Letter, so reflecting on the Ma- 
une, if you had not been directed so to do, and it being dictated 
or you , ‘ 
' A. I certainly should not have written sueh a Letter, but I was or 
detett to do it. a ssi 
To what low and unworthy means could Colonel Arthur descend 
to vilify and mjure us; and, as a simple instance that he was not alto- 
gether the tender, humane philanthropist he wishes to be thought, we 
could bring to bis recollection the circumstance of a free black man 
named Abraham Cooke, whom he took from the hands of the Civil 
Power, after he had been committed for trial for. an offence of receiv- 
ing stolen goods, which, had he been punished by the Coorts of the 
Settlement, would have sentenced him to hard work; .but Colonel Ar. 
thur tried him: by a Military Court, and he was sentenced to receive 
seven hundred lashes. Colonel Arthur coolly stood by and saw tbe 
punishment inflicted to the extent of five hundred, although the sight 
was distressing in the extreme; the wretch had nevet known punish- 
ment of that description, and at the early part of his suffenngs his 
back swelled prodigiously; bat, by the time he had taken two hundred 
lashes, his back burst, and the flesh and blood flew in every direction ; 
yet this humane character felt no emotion, not a muscle of his face 
whs changed, and be ordered three hundred more to be given on his 
lacerated and mangled body. Had the punishment ef this miserable 
wretch been exercised upon a Slave, the inflictor would have reason 
to expect nothing less Caer sent home in irons; yet this ie the 
man thet unblashingly and | y vilifies the inhabitants as devoid 
of all fealing of humanity. 
‘We would bring to the recollection of this most unerring, cautious, 
and talented Lawyer and Statesman, that he, m the case of two men 
named Cuffée Cummings and Victéire Largie, who had. been senten- 
eed to death ey a Court of this Settlement, regardless: of those 
solemn ties which bind Englishmen implicitly by the spirit of their 
Laws to mitigate rather than to add to their severity, regardless of all 
decency or humane consideration for the feelings of the ‘friends of 
these unfortunate wretches, wantonly’ overs the boundaries of 
the Law, trampled under foot the sentence of the, Court, and lorded 
it over the lifeless trunks Of these miserable creatures, by direstmg 
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their bedies to he throws into a futoace and consumed, Wo pasticle 
. @f this-proceeding .was sanctioned. by their sentence, which simply 
directed that they should be hanged. 
_ We would bring to his recollection that the man Cuffee Van Eft 
ing, who had been tried for a most atrocious murder, and who had 
been snatched from the Civil Power some years before, and had 
returned to this;country with the disbanded troops of the 5th West- 
India regiment: When this man was seen walking the streets, and 
threatening, vengeance against all those who had been evidences 
against him, and two of the Magistrates in consequence, with praise- 
worthy promptitude, ordered him into confinement, Colonel Arthur's 
humane heart dictated to him that it was a cruel proceeding; he 
called the Magistrates before him, he. reprimanded them, and asked 
them how they dared to apprehend a soldier (this man had been sent 
to Honduras to receive his discharge); he issued a peremptory war, 
rant to take him from confinement, which was accordingly done, and 
it was considered a favor that the Magistrates eventually procured 
the banishment of this savage barbarian from the vim bat 
But the strongest instance of oppression is yet to be detailed, and 
which, after perusal of the procedure, will scarcely be imagined could 
have occurred in a British Colony. - 
Archibald Colquhoun, Esq. one of the Magistrates of this Settle- 
meat, who (unfortunately for bimself, and more so for the family 
that has been thrown upon the world), objected, in his Magisterial 
capacity, to the proceedings on a trial instituted by. Colonel Arthur 
in 1819, and founded on a law of a most compulsory and injurious 
tendency to this cauntry, and which he, Colonel Arthur, by one of 
hia famed proclamations by beat of drum, had enacted without the 
advice and consent of the Legislative Body. Our worthy Magistrate 
felt it his duty, when called upon.in the solemn capacity of a Judge 
‘ to decide on the properties of his Majesty’s subjects, to resist what 
he considered such prejudicial and injurious measures; and when he 
found such prosecution instituted by this Governor upon bis own 
law, and intended to deprive a-poor fisherman of his canoe (his onl 
means of subsistence), he descanted upon the impropriety of suc. 
harsh and unnecessary regulations; and, in doing so, was most un- 
justifiably and unwarrantably insulted by the Secretary of Superin- 
tendent Arthur on the subject of bis own private affairs, and whereia 
he had conceived himself deeply injured by Colonel Arthur, and him, 
the Secretary, Lieutenant Willis. Indignant at the presumption of 
this Secretary, be, in pointed terms, expressed his sense of the injury 
he bad personally experienced, and the insolence of his conduct in so 
addressing him while on the Beneh. For this, and this only, be was 
aecused: His honest declaration that arbitrary measures had been 
adopted in regard to him, and that his property had been extorted 
from him, was assimilated to high treason, as being derogatory to 
the respect due to his kingly person. The Superintendent for this 
had this Gentleman torn from his house at midnight, and confined 
im the common gaol: of the Settlement; he issued a proclamation 
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a him, in the.name.of his Majesty; he arrayed the Court with. 
ilitary (his Officers) on the day of trial, as if to overawe, and he 
remained personally with them, advising and assisting the individaal, 
whom he Fad tiJed King’s Advocate upon the occasion. The result 
of this trial may well be imagined :—Where no offence was, commit- 
ted, no guilt could be established; he. was of course acquitted! 
Here an honorable mind would have remained still; but no! Colo- 
nel Arthur, disappointed in fixing guilt.on his prisoner, whom a@ Bri- 
tish Jury had snatched from his grasp, now meditated revenge, as 
much againat the jurisprudence of the Country for not finding this 
Gentleman’s guilt, as against that individual; and, as revenge 
against.the Country, he has ever since been reviling the Judicial 
Authorities of the Settlement in his dispatches to the Secretary of . 
State. But to.the more immediate object of our statement :—This 
unfortunate Gentleman (Mr. Colquhoun) being acquitted was sae 
in Colonel Arthur’s.estimation, and he was determined at one boun 
to overleap every sacred principle of our laws, and to destroy at once 
that glorious privilege of Englishmen, the Trial by Jury. Had the 
Jury returned guilt, all would have been well; but, as it was the 
contrary, he assumed the power of Court and Jury; he was satisfied 
of his guilt, and he sentenced him accordingly, as he, from his per- 
sonal authority, disqualified him as a Magistrate: But this was not 
sufficient; he deprived him of that right that nothing but the sen- 
tence of a Court, for the worst of crimes, could inflict—his birth- 
right! He prevented him from sitting as a Juror in the Courts of 
the Settlement, and left nothing undone to degrade him. 

This (to a man of enlightened understanding, and who, by twenty 
years’ residence in this country of honorable and upright conduct, 

d naturally earned to himeelf that credit, respectability, and honor, 
which all men prize equally with life,) was deeply felt by Mr. Colqu- 
houn; he could not bear to be thus reduced from hard-earned rank 
in the higher circle of life, and debased with culprits; he was sensi- 
ble at the same time that it was in vain to seek redress here, where 
almost all were subject to the will of his oppressor; he therefore 
quitted his family and. home, and proceeded to England to seek that 
redress, which he supposed could not there be withheld from him; 
when, after spending both his time and property to no effect, he ulti- 
mately found his oppressor put beyond the reach of the Law by the 
appomtment of Lieutenant-Governor of Van Dieman’s Land, His 
hopes and expectations were at once blasted; he was to remain de- 
graded and disgraced, without even liberty to complain; he returned 
to this country, to his home and family, but with a broken heart; he 
survived his degraded situation but a few short days after bis return. 
Melancholy and gloom sat upon his emaciated brow; death Hs | Big 
more acceptable to his frame, than dishonor to his mind. e has 
quitted this for another, and to him it must be a better, world; and 


it will be long remembered that his parting breath, after biddie 


adieu to his wife and child, died away in the sounds of “Coloz 
Arthur.” : . 
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PART THE SECOND. 


THE ADDRESSES TO COLONEL ARTHUR ON HIS: SUPPOSED DE- 
_ PARTURE FROM HBONDURAS CONSIDERED, THEIR NATURE, 
ALSO THE VARIOUS COMPLIMENTARY VOTES OF THR INHABIT- 
_ ANTS TO HIM AT THEIR PUBLIC ASSEMBLIES, AND SHEWING 
_ HIS MISSTATEMENT TO HIS MAJESTY’S MINISTERS ON THR | 
SUBJECT, 


_ Tue next most important point on which the Inhabitants have to 
remark, in order to endeavour to undeceive their countrymen, by 
shewing their traducer in his true colors, and which they consider 
they cannot too fully explain or enlarge upon, is the Addresses 
presented to Colonel Arthur, the one dated in the month of Novem- 
ber, 1821, and the other January the 7th, 1822, on his supposed 
departure from this Settlement about that period; as also the Votes 
of Thanks passed in compliment to him at the various Assemblies of 
the Inhabitants. 

The world may justly say, who are to believe these people? Who 
are to ponprahend therr meaning? At one period they represent in 
glowing language the tyranny and oppression of this Officer, and at 
another they have in a manner overwhelmed him with applause !! | 

Paradox as it is, it is yet most true; but it is also most true that 
these very applauses were given by secret compulsion, through fear 
.of Colonel Arthur’s displeasure; for, as we before stated, from the 
inquisitorial authority exercised over us; from the power which he 
congfantly declared he possessed over the properties, nay, almost 
over the lives, of the Settlers, and from the unrelenting disposition 
which was known to distinguish him, even the most injured of the 
Community, when his friends arose in these public Assemblies and 
proposed such Votes, shrank from the dictates of conscientious prin- 
ciple, in order to avoid the danger, which they knew an open and 
declared opposition to his measures would infallibly have entailed 

n them. 

+e Meetings, when these Votes were proposed, seconded, and 
carried, were like the solemn silence of the tomb! none spoke, none 
expressed gratitude, no generous, kindly feeling pervaded the Assem- 
bly: The Speaker put the Vote, and in the silent acquiescence of the 
Meeting alone these applauses, these thanks, and these Votes of adu- 
lation were recorded!! 

We must, however, to avoid tautology, refer our readers to the 
earlier part of this our statement of grievances, which will fully and 
explicitly shew the true feelings of the Inhabitants on this point. 
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We would next advert to a more pointed matter on this subject 
than the general Votes of the Inhabitants; we mean the Addresses 
to Colonel Arthur, said to be on his departure from this Settlement, 
and we consider we shall so fully convince his Majesty’s Ministers 
and the world of the real character of this Officer, that little more 
need be said. We shall show that secret and undue influence was 
made use of to procure them, and that, upon the face of his letter to 
the Secretary of State accompanying them, there is the greatest mis- 
statement and misrepresentation.* 

We shall first refer to what is called the Address of the White In- 
habitants, which is dated the 22d of November, 1822. Shocked are 
we indeed to make this exposure: but when we find men, placed in 
high public situations, resorting to secret and undue means to injure 
uno ope persons, it becomes necessary to exhibit them to the 
world. 

The dispatch, transmitting this Address to Lord Bathurst, and da- 
ted the 5th of March, 1822, must, when seen through, be considered 
a composition unworthy of the Representative of a Monarch: It must 
be as disgusting to his most fulsome flatterers as it is unparalleled in 
the sails of Coveranand In this dispatch he makes use of that 
Address to blacken the reputation and character of the very men, who 
were paying him every compliment, and signing that which might be 
the means of raising him in the world: Who that has read that part 
where he virtually tells Lord Bathurst the Address is false, and that 
he has sent it to fim to condemn the people of this Colony, and to 
hold them up to contempt and ridicule, will attempt to defend this 
‘act, this violation of principle and gratitude ? His words are— 

“The sentiments conveyed in the Address of the White Inhabi- 
tants, when compared with the present feeling, is no feeble confirma- 
tion of the vacillating disposition, wHIcH | HAVE ALWAYS GIVEN OF 
_ THE PuBLIc. Although, indeed, I am well aware that it does not 
speak the real sentiments of many, such testimony of the line of pro- 
ceeding by which I have been uniformly governed is, perhaps, the 

trongest I could possibly lay before your Lordship, and may help, 
by comparison, to illustrate any obscurity in the representations which 
may now go forth.” 

Now, it is worthy of remark, that this Address is dated November 
the 22d, 1821, at a period when Colonel Arthur had not adopted any 
of the violent or injurious measures against the properties of the Set- 
tlers in regard to the Indian claims: This he reserved until the prin- 
cipal Address (the Address of the White Inhabitants, as he styles it), 
had been signed, and its transmission tohim insured. Caring but lit- 
le after this for any umbrage that might be taken at his measures, 
he confidently commences his attack one the property of the Settlers, 
and takes an excellent opportunity in his dispatch, dated four months 
after the Address had been be Se again to stigmatize the J nhabitants 
to Lord Bathurst, by calling his Lordship to notice that their feelings 


' For this Letter, see Appendix G. 


SETTLERS OF HONDURAS, 25 


os time are “no feeble confirmation of. their vacillating disposi- 
on.” 

Cotonel Arthur knows well, that-had he adopted the measures (which 
he afterwards did) poe to the Address being proposed in the Settle- 
ment, it would not have had a dozen signatures, nor would his views 
have then been answered. 

This: Address, little as he seems to value it by the unhandsome use 
he has made of it, was prepared with every pains, and was received 
with apparent pleasure and pride by Colonel Arthur; yet by that very 
Address he urges every point against the Settlement, and paints the 
inhabitants to his-Majesty’s Ministers as little better than the very 
dregs: of society. rae f 
- Fortune has, however, favored us by his letters. being published 
and brought to light, and has enabled the Settlers to expose him by 
those very documents which he had prepared for their destructign. 

What can his most staunch and favored friends say to his-conduct 
in thus.involving them all indiscriminately in the same eensure and 
odium, without the candor of.even. naming those to his Lordship, 
whom he had induced to believe that their interest, fortune, and re- 
spectability, were the chief objects he had in view, and who had sup- 
ported him through all his measures, and rallied around him on. all 
‘occasions :—Bitter and vexatious indeed must be the reflections they 
etna 
- , With all this accumulation of stigma which he has endeavoured to 
collect around us, he has forgotten to turn his eyes withim his own 
bosom, and there read a self-convicting declaration, that he was in 
that very dispatch knowingly, wilfully, and premeditatedly, deceiving 
the Minister of his Sovereign in two glaring instances: He says to _ 
his Lordship, “ the sentiments conveyed in the Address of the White 
Inhabitants ;” he must have well known whilst he.was writing this, 
from personal acquaintance with them, that 4 large proportion of them 
were colored persons, and several of them of the lowest description, 
and that there was not a word in the body of the Address which in- 
timated that it came from the White Inhabitants alone. 
- We will, however, join issue with him that the Address did not 
speak the real sentiments of the Inhabitants, nor of the greater part 
of those who signed it.. Prior to his going away, Colonel Arthur: re- 

atedly declared, that he had written for more extensive powers, that 
5 expected them, and that he should most assuredly return, to Hon- 
duras with such: indeed, so positive was his declaration, that he as- 
serted death alone should prevent him from coming back in some 
formidable shape, as his Majesty’s Ministers had honored him by 
calling him home, to be consulted on very extensive matters relative 
to the place: ‘persons consequently thought that the most politic 
meaaure to pursue would be to endeavour by early attention to avert _ 
the coming storm, and under this impression was the Address signed 
* - ‘We will now refer to the second Address, and the utmost attention 
is requisite to analyse it. This Address, as it states, is the Address 
of the Colored People of omeerre z But what will the world say? 
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What will the Right Henovable Eas} Bathurst theak of thie Superi 

tendent, Colonel Arthur, who has told him that he has received and 
forwarded the Address of the Colored People, and which be believes 
“contains without exception the name of every male inhabitant of 
that class, of any reputation in the Colony 2” t can be said, when 
we contradict this, and decidedly declare this is palpably untrae; 
when we declare that (of these Colored Persons who he states signed 
it) a large proportion of them are Negroes ; some of them but a few 
days before were Slaves, and most of them but little advanced to- 
wards a civilized state of society; and we may safely declare, from 
our local knowledge, that the greater part of these people knew not 
what they were signing, and very few of them could read or write? 
Many of the Colored Persons, who have signed what is termed the 
White Address, have likewise put their signatures to this, thereby en- 
larging the list of names, in order to deceive the eyes of Ministers at 
home : What will be said when this is read? It will scarcely be believed 
that the signatures of so many Ne should have been attached 
to an Address of this kind, and that his Majesty’s Superintendent 
was privy toit. Yetsuch was the fact, although be unblushingly telte 
(as we have already stated) his Majesty’s Ministers, that it contains the 
name of every male Inhabitant of the Colored Class of any reputation ia 
the Colony. Thus have we exhibited to the world two instances of 
most glaring untruth and deception in his dispatches to his Sovereign. 

It is in vain for him to attempt to answer this by declaring that he 
was unacquainted with the circumstance that the major part of these 
people were Negroes, or of the lowest eondition ef Colored Inhabit- 
ants; for we well know, that from his. long residence amongst us, 
from the restless and prying spirit of inquiry which distinguished his 
Government,‘and fromthe compactness of the community, so different- 
ly situate from Ph geen diffused over a wide extent of country, that 

ere was scarcely a man ia the Settlement who was not personally 
known to him. 

The most undue influence appears likewise to have been used, in 
order to cause young Men of Color to sign that which they would mot 
otherwise have done. A promise had been some time before held out 
by Colonel Arthur, that he would use his endeavours fo procure for 
them the same privileges as the White Inhabitants, and this promise, 
of such moment to the People of Color, we declare to have been their 
principal inducement. Although it is difficult to prove an assertion 
of this kind, yet we trust that the evidence of Mr. Francis Meighan, 
which is annexed, will fully establish it. : 


EXAMINATION BEFORE THE MAGISTRATES OF 
HONDURAS, NOVEMBER 24th, 1823. 
Fraycis MziGHax sworn. 
- Q. Was any inducement held out by Colonel Arthur, either direct- 
ly or indirectly, to yourself, or any otber person, who signed an Ad- 
dress of approbation to him, dated 22d November, 1821? : 
A. Yes; he held out to me that be would make use of his influence, 
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Co got, — © ited far a’ om, Pérsons Color, that 
eén well educated, fhe satne privileges as those enjoyed 
ee ere ence Poaceae “oe enjoyed by 
‘ Q. Does it come within your knowledge that the sate indu t 
as held out to you, was also held out yeep eh 
A. Yes;. I verily believe go. F 
Sufficiest we think has now been said on these subjects. Stubborn 
facts speak for themselves, and we'shall close this part of dur Defence 
by annexing an’ Address to Earl ‘Bathuret frém’a very ebnsiderable 
numiber of the Inhabitants, ome months after Colonel’ Arthur’s de- 
parture, when it was reported there Was'a cliance of his ‘returning : 
ue ae speaks volumes, and we will consequently give it at 
ength, 


To the Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, his Majesty's Principal Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonial Department, &c. &c. dc. ; 


‘_ We, his Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Inhabitants of the 
British Settlement of the Bay of Honduras, beg leave to present to your 
Lordship our sentiments of prefound respect, and to assure your Lordship of 
the happiness we experience in the removal of Colunel George Arthur, our 
late Superintendent : 

At this time we forbear to call to your Lordship’s attention the many 
calamities and grievances brought upon this Settlement by the illegal, o 
pressive, and unprecedented measures of Colouel Arthur, and, when brought 
under your Lordship’s notice, we are persuaded they must ‘meet with your 
most decided disapprobation and displeasure, 

But, while we exult in our present state of tranquillity and security under 
the benevolent Superintendency of his Excellency Major-General Pye, we 
are alarmed at the positive assertion made by Colonel Arthur on leaving 
this Settlement of his speedy return, which embitters all our present com- 
forts; and, however hurtful it might be to ourinterests, itisa duly weowe 
to ourselves to declare, that we’ prefer quitting this Settlement rather than: 
again be subject to his arbitrary measures. ' ; 

We entreat your Lordship to ‘be assured that.our utmost ambition is to 
deserve the confidence and good opinion of his Majesty's Government, how- 
ever much our conduct may have been represented to thecontrary ; and we 
flatter ourselves that we shall. ever be found foremost in allegiance to ous 
Sovereign, and in the defence of the British Constitution. ms at 
_ We do therefore most humbly implore your Lordship’s interposition with 
his Majesty, that he will in his paternal goodness be graciously pleased to 
continue Major-General Pye in the Superiatendency of this Settlement. 

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 


John W. Wright, William Gentle, George Gibson, Edward Meig- 
han, W. Usher, Thomas Pickstock, Marshal. Bennett, John 8, 
Hoare, George Aw. Usher, John Poingdestre, Francis Wood, 
John Johnston, George Sproat, Wm. Walsh, J. 8. August, Fre- 
derick Coffin, R. W. Betson, Thomas Paslow, D. Betson, W. H. 
Coffin, Archibald Colquhoun, George Home, William Hall, Franr 
cis Meighan, James C. Altereith, Francis Valpy, Alexander An- 
derson, John M. Cunningham, Joseph E. Swasey, Gearge Hume, 
James J. Monk, George B. Carter, Thomas Barnes, William T. 
Blake, Francis Young, William Gabouret, John Young, Samuel 
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F. August, Edwin Coffin, Usher, John Day Betson, Joha 
Brown, William Potts, James Forrester, Thomas Slade, David 
Thomson, John M‘Loud, Samuel r, William W. nese 
W.N. Fagan, Major Rogers, R. Douglas, James Packer, Mars al 
Bennett, junior, E. M.Keene, Andrew Ross, William Lewis, John 
Thomas, George L. Gistock, William Beck, John Anderson, Jo- 
shus Gabourel, Thomas Moody, Thomas Anderson, John Smith, 
Samuel Howard, John Howard: Jervis Harrison, James Waldron, 
Thomas Blockley, William Hampshire, Thomas Lester, M. Ga- 
vin, John A. Craft, Hugh Garven, Benjamin Ward, John Mul- 
cott, Nathaniel Caswell, Richard Harrison, David Dixon, John 
Usher, John Austin, Henry Pollage, Joseph Pebaes, J. Cornish, 
William Hemsley, junior, Robert F. Wade, John Hunt, William 
Mackay, Stephen Stain. 


Honduras, 4th July, 1822. 
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PART THE THIRD. 


THE CONDUCT OF COLONEL ARTHUR, AND HIS PROCEEDINGS, IN 
UNJUSTLY DEPRIVING (WITHOUT TRIAL OR WITHOUT SUB- 
MITTING THE QUESTION TO HIS MAJESTY’S MINISTERS) THE 
INHABITANTS -OF HONDURAS OF THEIR PROPERTY, AND 
SHEWING THE UNHAPPY STATE OF THE COUNTRY IN CON- 
BEQUENCE, 


Ir was not, as has been already stated in the early part of this 
Defence, the wish or intention of the Magistrates and Inhabitants of 
the British Settlement of Honduras to have had retrospect to the 
many grievances and uncomfortable circumstances, which have oc- 
curred under the Superintendency of Colonel Arthur; but they 
must again repeat, that in consequence of the Correspondence and 
statements laid before Parliament and made by that Gentleman, 
aa the characters and reputation of the Magistracy, and in- 
juring the property and interests of the Inhabitants, and colored, 
magnified, and warped, to answer the private. views and puerile piques 
of the individual who made them, they think themselves hound in 
justice to refute those calumnies, and to have the secret springs and 
motives of that power, which, under the cloak of asserting the rights 
of an oppressed and aggrieved race of people, has levelled its shafts 
to the injury of private feeling and the damage of private property, 
laid open to the world. A due subordination to legitimate authority 
is essential to the existence and welfare of society, but when that 
authority, to answer its private views, sacrifices its public integrity, 
and injures the Community which it was appointed to protect, it 
becomes the imperative duty of its Members, not only by a firm, 
manly, and temperate course of conduct, to oppose such measures, 
but, when their reputations and characters are attacked for so doing, 
openly to vindicate the steps they have taken, and the principles 
upon which they have acted. In the present exposure they will en- 
deavour, although reluctantly brought into the field of controversy, 
to refute the injurious and unmerited aspersions’ which are. not 
levelled against the living alone—but even against the dead, and to 
bring before those, who are to decide the question, all the circum. 
stances connected with the business regarding the Slavery of Indians 
and their descendants. 

But, before they enter further upon the subject, it will perhaps be 
necessary to state the reasons which have withheld the Settlement 
for such a length of time as since December, in the year 1821, from 
taking some measures for averting the odium which has been so 
lavishly bestowed upon it. It seems at the first view singular indeed 

_ that so long a period should have elapsed, in which machinations of 
the blackest tendency were at work to overwhelm in their conse- 
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quences character and property, without some attempt having been 
made to counteract them; but when it shall appear that those ma- 
chinations were carried on in so specious and artful a manner, that 
their dangerous tendency was scarcely to be defined ; when it shall 
be made evident that that confidence, which is usually attached to 
the good faith of the Representative of Majesty, was but made the 
channel of deception ; when it shall be shewn that every attempt to 
gain information respecting the intentions of Colonel Arthur in 
port of the Indian claims was rendered abortive by a refusal to 
deliver up the papers connected with the business, they trust it will 
no longer be a matter of surprise that the Settlement has been thus 
late in its defence. Whilst Colonel Arthur remained there were no 
hopes of ascertaining the extent of the mischief which was meditated ; 
but on his departere for Europe the Magistrates, eager to learn 
something of a business in which the Community at large was so in+ 
timately interested, made an application to Major-General Pye, who 
wrote to the Keeper of the Public Records, directing him to take 
into his possession all papers and documents connected with the 
Indian business: ‘Thus authorized by his Majesty’s Superintendent, 
the Keeper of the Public Records made an application to the Clerk 
of the , Tequesting him immediately to transmit them, but 
received for answer that, the papers having been placed in his hands 
as Clerk to the Board by Colonel Arthur, he did not conceive himself 
justified in delivering them up without his (Colonel Arthur's) sanction. 
’ Thus, without a knowledge of the tesor of the charges intended 
to be brdught against them, or of the best mode to pursue in éstrr 
blishing their defence, the Settlers awaited in deep suspense and 
anxiety the termination of the business.’ The arrival of the Corre- 
spondence relative to the condition of Slaves at Honduras, as 
published by order of the House of Commons, and which reached 
the Settlement only in November, 1823, has at length enabled them 
to enter on their defence, and, as they trust, ia the language and 
feelings of an insulted and injured ‘people, to repel those calumnies 
= aspersions with which their traducer has endeavoured to load’ 
them. — 
_ Having premised thus far, our object is to trace this arbitrary pro- 
ceeding from its commencement, and in detail to expose the subtle. 
ties, artifices, and machinations, which have attempted to subvert 
long-established claims, to blast and ruin character and reputation, 
and, by unsettling and shaking to their very foundation those prin+ 
ciples of servitude instilled mto the Slave from his birth, to open a 
path to scenes of anarchy and bloodshed, from which the mind re- 
coils with horror. 

On the 19th of November, 1821, Colonel Arthur, as his Majesty's 
Superintendent, attended the Legislative Meeting of the Inhabitants, 
and in the course of a long speech (an extract of which is annexed) 
he remarked, to the astonishment of the Meeting,’ that he had re- 


‘ For the Proceedings of this Meeting, see Appendix No, 1. 
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ceived a number of petitions from persons claiming freedom as 
Indians, or of Indian deseent. He then proceeded further to state, 
* The plan lace pareuing is (and I hope it will satisfy all parties), 
to call upoa a Committee of the most intelligent persons concerned, 
to state the grounds on which they defend their right to the servitade 
of those people, and then transmit the same with the petitions to hig 
Majesty’s Government for instructions on the several questions.” 
Whatever might have been the surprise of the Meeting’ at thus 
hearing claims, which not one of its Members had ever supposed 
liable to dispute, supported by the highest authority in the Commu- 
nity; whatever might have been the mistrust that naturally arose on 
the recollection that no individual at that Meeting, except those who 
might have been in his confidence, had the smallest knowledge of 
what had been going on between these people and. the Superim- 
tendent; yet, on the whole, this declaration of Colonel Arthur was. 
satisfactory, since the Proprietors, conscious of the integrity and 
rectitude of their conduct, wished for nothing more than that the 
question should be. fairly and impartially discussed, and which fair 
and impartial discussion they conceived was decidedly guaranteed 
by.a declaration, thus publicly made in their Legislative Assembly 
and by the Representative of Majesty. : , 

With this understanding then they waited with anzious .solicitude, 
but without the smallest distrust, to see these measures adopted, 
when, oa the 31st of December following, the Community was. ap- 
prized that Colonel Arthur had assembled a Meeting at the Govern~ 
ment-House, on the subject of the Indian claims." This Meeting. 
can be considered in no other light than Military, since we find 
Major-General Pye, the Officers of the Garrison, the Field-Officers 
of the Honduras Militia, the Chaplain of the Garrison, and the. 
Secretaries of his Majesty's Superintendent, forming the principal 
part of it; whilst, on the contrary, it would naturally be supposed 
that, on a question of such.momentous and vital importance, im 
which the properties of many of his Majesty’s subjects were at stake, 
the first objeet would have been to have called together an Assembly, 
as numerous and respectable as possible, comprising not only the 
Civil Powers,.but including likewise the most respectable Inhabitants, 
together with all i 3 of the Community interested as Proprietors 
of the descendants of Indians, in order. that the grounds. might be 
heard on which the latter defended their claims to the servitude of 
these people, and that that pledge might be redeemed, which had 
been so unequivocally given to the Legislative Assembly on the 19th 
of November,” - . ; ae Sm 

To this Assembly then Colonel Arthur addressed himself in these 
werds: : : 

“ At the opening of the late Public Meeting, I alluded to the state 
of Slavesy in which several of the Indians and their descendants 


¥ For the Proceedings of this Meeting, see Appendiz No. 2. * 
2 See the Proceedings of this Meeting, Appendix No. 1. 
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were held by some of the Inhabitants of this Settlement, and.I also 
suggested measures, which I proposed adopting upon the subject, 
trusting it would have met with general approbation. ‘ 

“ The circumstance, however, passed without the smallest atten- 
‘tion, and I am left in ignorance to the present moment, whether the 
proposition was satisfactory or otherwise to the Community.” _—. 

j e Pompey having since the “‘ Public Meeting presented me with 
an opportunity of referring the case for the opinion of.the Attorney- 
General of Jamaica, through the medium of W. Bullock, Esq. Se- 
cretary to the Lieutenant-Governor, I shall beg to read to you the 
answer I received from that Gentleman.” 
Confounded and surprised at this circumstance of Colonel Arthur 

being already possessed of the opinion of the Attorney-General of 
Jamaica, the few of the Meeting who were interested in the question 
stood incapable of an anéwer. Unacquainted with the cons on 
which the Attorney-General had. formed his opinion, or the coloring 
which Colonel Arthur might have given to the matter, they saw an 
overwhelming force coming suddenly upon them, before it would be 
possible to concentrate their measures in order to resist its effects ; 
and wheu Colonel Arthur, with the tact and talent.of an able politi- 
cian, shifted his ground, and proposed a Commission to hear evidence 
in proof of Indian descent, they submitted,-glad to catch at the sha- 
dow of any circumstance which wore the appearance of impartiality, 
or which could alone enable them to meet the matter fairly and openly. 
Conscious of the. integrity of their own intentions, and atill relying 
‘on that impartial administration of right which the mind naturally 
attaches to the. Representative of Majesty, they, acceded to the mea- 
gure proposed, but soon found that the rock on which they had built 
their confidence was as unstable as before, Scarcely had the Com- 
mission commenced its sitting, when the Magistrates received a Letter 
from Colonel Arthur, which enclosed a Proclamation,* declaring at 
once the descendants of Indians to be free; and thus, by this hasty, 
injudicious, and impolitic preceeding, without a trial, or even without 
a ‘hearin & property was sacrificed, the tie was loosened between Mas-. 
ter and Slave, and the spirit of defection from their employers not — 
only became general amongst this class of Slaves, but. extended. its 
baneful influence over the African Negroes, on whose untutored 
minds it was difficult to impress the conviction that they alsohad not 
a right to the same privileges. ’ 
_ We will now exhibit an Extract from Colonel Arthuy’s Letter® to 
Earl Bathurst, of date the 10th of January, 1822, in whieh he gives 
his account of this memorable day’s transaction, and in which it will 
-be observed he breathes the same spirit of ill-will, towards the Settle- © 
ment which pervades the rest of this Correspondence: he states— 
“On the 3lst ult. I assembled the Commissioners of the Supreme 
Court, and the Magistrates, with the principal Inhabitants (al/ being 

* See the Letters in the Proceedings of thi ing, Appendix, No. 

* See Appendix, Nos. 8 and.4. SP aie face 

4 See the Letter, Appendix, Nos 5. 
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parties concerned), at the Government-House, and having laid before 
them the opinion of his Majesty’s Attorney-General, that it was illegal 
to hold the Indians or their descendants in Slavery, and having read 
to them-the extract of the Consolidated Slave Law on the subject, I 
proposed the appointment of Commissioners to investigate into the 
descent of the reputed Indians, who should also awerd fair and rea- 
sonable reparation to such as had been illegally held in Slavery.” 

Surely euch a paragraph as the foregoing was sufficient to ruin the 
Settlement in the estimation of his Lordship. Imagine the degrading 
picture of a number of individuals bending before his Majesty’s Su- 

rintendent, and eager to support any measures he should propose, 
if, in his beneficence, he would remove the effects of the criminal pro- 
.secution which was impending over them. The Settlement cannot 
but imagine what must have been his Lordship’s fopinion ; but it is 
with deep and aggravated feelings of indignation that, on reference to 
the Meeting of the 31st of December, they find that there are two 
assertions in that Dispatch which are palpably and grossly untrue,— 
“‘T assembled the Commissioners, &c. oll being parties concerned.” — 
And again, ‘‘I “proposed the appointment of Commissioners to inves- 
tigate into the descent of the repnted Indians, who should ajso award 
= and reasonable reparation to such as had been illegally held in 

avery.” 

NGS. in the first instance, as has been already stated, there were 
but six present, who were interested in the Indian claims, and in the 
second instance not a word was expressed by Colonel Arthur (which 
can be fully ascertained by reference to the Meeting") regarding an 
award of a fair and reasonable reparation to such as had been illegally 
held in Slavery. It is said, that he who tells not ‘“‘an honest tale’ 
xequires a retentive memory, and in documents of this importance, 
where assertions are made, which are unsupported by facts, we have 
a right to look with a jealous and syspicious eye on other parts of 
the Corres 

In retracing the despotic measures carried into effect at this Meet- 
ing, we have not only to expose a forfeiture of public faith, a violation 
of that pledge on which the public had eo securely relied; we have 
not only to remark the subtilty with which he forgets the declaration 
of caution which he gave at the October Meeting, and the plan which 
he then declared he een adopt; but we have to reprobate, im strong 
and feeling language, the un ous attempt he has made to throw 
blame and odium oa the Inhabitants, by inferring in his address to 
that Meeting that not the smallest attention had been paid to his 

ition at the October Legislative Meeting, since he must have 
perfectly aware that the pledge which he gave to the public at 

that Meeting, and on which they had relied implicitly and securely, 
alone prevented them from stirring in the matter. E 

In reviewing the proceedings of this Meeting, we would again 
draw the attention to that which has been already stated, viz. that 


" See 5 aaa No, 2. 
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the Meeting of the 31st December" can only be considered as a Mi 
litary Assembly, or tantamount to such. According to the minutes 
of the Board of that day, we find assembled, bis Majesty's Superin- 
tendent, Major-General Pye, the Judges of the Supreme Court, the 
Magistrates of the Settlement, the Reverend John Armstrong, the 

rincipal Officers of the Garrison, the Field-Officers of the Prince 
Regent’s Royal Honduras Militia, the Secretary and Assistant-Secre~ 
tary of his Majesty’s Superintendent, the King’s Advocate pro tensp., | 
the Keeper of the Public- Records temp., the Provost-Marshal- 


: General, the Officer of Police, the Crown Surveyor, and the Paymas- 


ter of the Prince Regent’s Royal Honduras Militia. Why then does 
Colone! Arthur mistead Earl Bathurst, by stating that the Meeting 
consisted of Commissioners of the Supreme Court, the Magistrates, 
principal Inhabitants, and Field-Officers, &c.? The matter is easily 
solved: In a small Community, such as we have in Honduras, we 
find the same persons invested and commissioned at once with the 
various offices and appointments of Judges of the Supreme Court, 
Magistrates and Field-Officers of the Militia, a sort of multiplication 
of one and the same pérsonage, of which Colonel Arthur has: most 
adroitly avaited himself, in order to give the appearance of numbers _ 
to his Meetings, without an absolute dereliction from the trath, -In 
his Dispatch to Earl Bathurst, of the 10th of January, however, he 
resents the Members of this Meeting of the 31st of December to his 
rdship in their Civil, and not in their Military, capacities, and 
speaks of them as Judges of the Supreme Court, Magistrates, and 
principal Inhabitants only. He must have felt, no doubt, that had 
the Meeting worn too much the appearance of a Military Assembly, . 
his Lordship would most probably have expressed his surprise that a 
question of such vast and momentous importance, affecting not only 


the property, but, in some ay et the characters of a considerable 


part of the Community, should have been disposed of by individuals 
who were neither interested as Proprietors, nor amenable as Military 


_men for any wepens they might commit.—It is our wish correctly to © 
a 


state the number thet was present, and we find them to be twenty- 
three. “All of them, with the exception of six, either Military men, as 
Officers of the Garrison, and Field-Officers of the Militia, or Gentle- 
men holding offices under the Crown. There were six Proprietors, 


‘but to no very considerable extent, To this Meeting Colonel Arthur 


‘addressed his proposition for appointing a Board of Commission, with 
adequate powers to investigate into the claims of the descendants of 
‘Indians. This was acceded to, as we have already stated, on the 
part of the Proprietors, with the expectation that, as nothing farther 
could be done until the Board made ite report, time would be thus 
afforded them to concentrate their measures, and defend their rights. 
But the Proclamation of Colonel Arthur of the 5th of January, #822,* 
declaring at once the descendants of Indians to be ‘ren, destenoed 


* For the Proceedings of this Meeting see Appendix, No..2. 
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the last to which, in the extremity of thei the Propri 

egore ie y elr case, the Proprietors 
But, ‘notwithstanding this, the Magjstrates, actuated by every wish 

to facilitate a pe of the examination, in order.that justice 


might be rendered as speedily aa possible to all parties, wrote to Colo- 
nel Arthur in reply,’ and the public purse to bear all the ex- 
ponces of the proceedings. 


- This fair and liberal offer, not answering the views of Colonel Ar- 
thur, passed of course without notice, and on the 8th of January, 
1822, he communicated by Letter* that he had himself appointed 
Commissioners, : 

In tracing the whole of these proceedings of Colonel Arthur, we 
have to exhibit a detail of arbitrary measures, enforced by a still more 
arbitrary power; but we have now to record an act of despotic autho- 
rity, the equal of which has never disgraced the annals of a free State, 
and which can scarcely be conceiyed to have been perpetrated in a 
‘Community, claimjng the protection of the British Constitution and 
the rights of British subjects. On the 22d of January, 1822, Colonel 
Arther, conceiving per: that some of the enfranchised Indians, 
notwithstanding hig Proclamation, might. still be inclined, from mo- 
tives of affection and excellent treatment, to remain with their Mas- 
ters until. the question of freedom had been decided at home, issued 

is warrant to the Commissioners,? under a most weak pretence, to 
empower them to order the Provost-Masshal to take into his charge 
all Indians laying claims to their freedom.” This they did, and thus 
was forcibly wrested from the Ownegg all controul over.a property, of 
which no Act of the Law had yet deprived them. This stretch of 
prerogative in the Representative of a Government, restrained by the 
very spirit of its Constitution from infringing the rights of the Sub- 
ject, was followed by a measure, as dangerous and impolitic in its ten- 
dency as the other had been unjust and. arbitrary in its principle: 
The Proyost-Marshal received orders to muster the Indian claimants 
weekly in the open streets, and thus to exhibit to the unenfranchised 
African Negro an example, which was calculated to arouse the worse 
passions of his soul, and to.open to bis mind views and impresaions 
which otherwise might have slumbered for ever.. Incapable from his 
- eonfined state of intellect, unexpanded by the influence of education, 
of comprehending definitions of rights and claime establiehed by treaty, 
the African, as he saw the descendent of the Indian, who was lately 
his fellow-labourer, “free as the wind of Heaven,” felt deeply aggrieved 
that he was not likewise a participator in the same freedom. To the 
naturally good disposition of the Slaves of Honduras, and to the ex- 
cellent treatment which they have ever experienced from their Owners, 
Colonel Arthur might attribute his good fortune that he has not to 
answer at the bar of his country for the commission of those crimes, 


3 See A ix, No. 6, * See Appendix, No. 7. 
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and the perpettationof those outrages, which have always distinguishé 
ed-the acts of a Slave Insurrection. 

On the 28th of January, 1822, Colonel Arthur wrote tothe Ma- 
gistrates on the subject of the Indian claims, again referring to the 
-opinion of the Attorney-General of Jamaica, and alluding likewise to 
the reparation to be awarded to these people.’ This Letter will be 
read with attention, for, if the Settlement had not been previously 
impressed with the conviction that neither ee nor impartiality 
was to be expected from their Superintendent, this undoubtedly 
would have-convinced them. The whole tenor of the Letter breathes 
nothing but insult added to injury. He can speak of the poor and 
oppressed Indians; he can advocate the cause of an aggrieved and 
‘injored race of people, at the very time that he is infringing rights, 
ruining property, and with cold indifference reducing families from 
competency to beggary. The poor Owners come not within the 
verge of his charity: ir losses, their inconvenience, or their ruin, 
seem to be to him a matter of total indifference. Philanthropy of 
this sort, which is exclusively directed to the ameliorating the condi- 
tion of one race of beings to the destruction and ruin of another, we 
herve a right to regard with an eye of suspicion. It is the philan- 
thropy of the hypocrite! - ae 

Appearing stil unsatisfied with the lengths to which he had gone, 
or wishing still further to intimidate the Settlement, Colonel Arthur, 
at the close of this Letter, threatens the parties with a writ of man- 
damue from the Court of King’s Bench to remove them for trial to 
England, &c. This Letter, however, was overwrought, and m its 
effects proved dimmetricaHy opposite to Colonel Arthur's views. It 
was impossible that during these scenes of oppression and tyranny 
the Magistrates, however reluctant they might have felt to act in 
opposition to the views of his Majesty’s Superintendent, could 
look on with an indifferent eye, and gee the mghts of their Con- 
stituents tus trampled on by one, at once regardless of the vio- 
lation of public faith, and the sacred confines of pie operty. 
They began to seek by what right these descendants of Indians 
fale chimed their freedom, ard in consequence wrote a Lettet 
to Colonel Arthur, dated February the Sth, praying to be allowed 
to see the documents upon which the Attorney-General gave 
Se opinion.* To this Letter Colonel Arthur never deigned a’ 
reply. - ; : 

It appeared, however, that he now felt convinced that he had goné 
too far, and, apprehensive that he should ‘not be able to quell thé 
storm that was gradually gathering around him, he had again re- 
course to his favorite measuré of calling a Meeting at the Govern 
ment-Hoase.* On the 11th of February, 1822, this Meeting was 
held,-and was eomposed of: sixteen persons, five only of whom were 
interested: At this Meeting, small as it was, he met, with an opposi- 
tion, which he had not before experienced: The eyes of men were 
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now opened: It was perceived that uafair advantages had. been 
taken of previous concessions, and in the very language of Colonel 
Arthor himself these appears a degree of constrained moderation, as 
if he himself were conscious of having gone too far. It is singuler 
that at this meeting he declared “ I not take upon myself to 
give freedom to one single Indian.” Had he forgotten his -Procla- 
mation of the 5th of January, or his Warrant to the Commissioners 
of the 22d of the same month? By this Proclamation and Warrant 
the Indian Slave was rendered as independent of his proprietor, 
as if the strongest. act of the British Legislature had imsured 
him his freedom. But to such incongruities and violations of 
trath on the part of Colonel Arthur we have been so accustomed 
' throughout this business, that it has cegsed to excite our astonish- 
ment. 
By Colonel Arthur’s conduct at this Meeting it will likewise be 
perceived that he used the same deep system of political duplici 
towards his Majesty’s Ministers, which he had previously display: 
towards the Settlement. Aware that the Meeting was not likely, as 
the former did, by seconding his views to compromise their undoubted 
rights, and, without a trial or any legal process, to sacrifice their 
property, he declares “ that he is sorry to perceive thet transmitting 
the whole of the documents to his Majesty’s Government is the only 
alternative.” By thus throwing the matter into the hands of. Minis- 
ters at home, he hoped to cover his retreat from a dilemma, into 
which his own rashness had.plunged hiea, and.from which he dreaded 
his abilities would be unable to extricate him. With this view he 
writes a Letter to the Sceretary of State, dated the 28th of February, | 
1822, in which he endeavours to make him become the instrament 
of a system of oppression too mighty for his owm guidance.’ He 
tells him, “‘ I have gone too far to retract, and it alone remaées for 
me to submit the case to the wisdom of. his M ’s. Government, 
in the confident hope it will be considened that 1 have done nothag 
more than my duty :” He then expresses.a hope * that some authority 
with ample powers might be constituted. to emancipate these.people. 
Here must be remarked the deep political craft, which he has evinced 
in this Letter. . He asks for approbation to measures, which he 
knew he could not justify, that under the sanetion of Government 
he might screen himself from the indignation of the Settlement, and 
he suggests the necessity of ample powers being sent out to do what 
he had already done, as he was aware that the powers which he then 
paeerares did not authorise him to stretch bis prerogative to the 
lengths to whiekche had earried it. After having pledged himeelf 
solemnly in the early part of the business that he would submit all 
to Government, and not move bimeelf, we find,. in the progress of 
the affair, that be suecesaively becomes the judge, assumes kingly 
powers, disregards his Government, does irreparable injury to many 
of his Majesty's Subjects, and then. asks the applause of his Govern- 


§ See Appendix, No, 13. 
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ment, without having submitted the case to their wisdom, ‘until he 
found himself compelled by necessity. With the greatest confidence 
we shall appeal to the wisdom of his Majesty’s Ministers, and ask 
them this simple question... Had Colonel Arthur adopted the cau- 
tious measeres to which he solemnly pledged. himself; had he only 
received the petitions of these people, and heard the replies of the 
Owners, without holding out to these ignorant creatures the prospect 
or the hope of emancipation, which perhaps never would be realised ; 
hed ‘he transmitted the whole silently to his Sovereign for his decision 
and orders; would they not have applauded him, would they not have 
‘said he was a faithful and cautions Servant, and had acted wisely? 
Then time conid have been given for due consideration, and, if in the 
end the claims of these cond should have been considered just, bow 
delightful would have been the surprising intelligence to them; how 
superior would have been their enjoyment, in comparison to the 
wretched state of suspence they are now in. If their claims had not 
been approved by our Sovereign, no misery, no wretchedness, and no 
heart-rending feelings would have been excited: They would have 
been entirely ignorant of the discussion of the question, and remained 
contented where they were before. .But now, it is a dangerous and 
trying question, let it be decided as it may: On the one hand the. 
greatest mischief and most fatal consequences are to be apprehend- 
ed, and on the. other the most wretched disappointment. Colonel 
Arthur, by his imprudence, has plunged his Majesty's Ministers into 
difficulty, and excited feelings that the most soothing hand can never 


There is also in this Letter, under date the 28th of February, phe 
pe din ee decals: Moen vce in to impress upon hi 
Lordship that the most vile acts of girucy ware constant! commit- 
ted on the Indians on the Mosquito Shore. He telle Lord Ba- 
thurst that instead of his Majesty's instractions being complied 
with, “ which at all times manifested the most tender concern to 
secure the mildest treatment towards this inoffensive race of men, 
by the affidavit of some of the most respectable evidences your 
Lerdship will observe these poor Indians were hunted down in all 
quarters, and absolutely smoked out of the holes and caves, in 
which they had taken refuge from their rapacious and merciless pur- 
suers.” 

What a field for the sentiment and feeling of this kind-hearted 
philanthropist to expatiate on! Yet will it not appear an act of the 
“Weepest injustice, when we declare that the circumstance is grossly 
exaggerated and wilfully mistated, for it will be distinctly seen, by 
reference to the pr ings of the Commissioners, that there are 
only two evidences who speak relative to such a circumstance: One 
is a poor, simple Buccatora Indian: But, as it has been deemed 
necessary to re-examine her, we shall refer to her evidence, by which 
it will be seen that at the best it is but hearsay, and we can also de- 
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cidedly say that-it is by tradition alone that she knew of the circum- 

stance (and which she fully explains in the testimony here referred - 
to), it had occurred about.one hundred years before she was born, as 

the old King Jeremy she describes as fitting out the expedition, and 

who is said to have committed these acta, governed the Mosquite 

Shore during the reign of Charles the Second. 

The other evidence is a Negro woman, who also is not aware of 
eny.such circumstance but Alene mI: : 
: This misrepresentation is then too evident: It can require no com- 
‘ment: It only adds to the long chain of perversion of facts and the 
exaggeration of circumstances, on which we have so often commented 
in former parts of the Defence. ee ; ie aa 
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PART THE FOURTH. = 


SHEWING THE AUTHORITY BY WHICH HI8 MAJRSTY'S SUBJECTS IW 
HONDURAS HELD THE PROPERTY; OF WHICH COLONEL ARTHUR 
UNJUSTLY DEPRIVED THEM, AND THAT THEIR TITLES TO ‘THE 
SAME WERE GROUNDED .ON AN ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE PASSED 
BY HIS MAJESTY’S SUPERINTENDENT IN COUNCIL OX THE MOS+ 
QUITO SHORE; ALSO EXHIBITING THB INJUSTICE OF COLONEL 
ARTHUR IN HIS LETTER TO WILLIAM BULLOCK, ESQUIRE, SECRE- 
TARY TO THE LIEUTENANT-GOVEBNOR OF JAMAICA, OF DATE, 
26TH NOVEMBER, 1821, 


Arrer having thus traced, as was our intention, the conduct of 
Colonel Arthur throughout this momentous business, and we trust that 
under all the circumstances it has been done with temper and impar- 
tiality, it becomes our province next to inquire on what grounds Co~ 
lonel Arthur considered himself justified in these arbitrary proceed- 
ings, and by what documents and evidence he conceived himself au- 
thorised in disputing rights .and property, which had remained undis- 
turbed for the space of nearly a century, and we shall then shew by 
what title we hold it. 

In the subversion of lobg-established claims, sanctioned by the ve- 
nerable fiat of time, it is usually considered that the greatest caution 
and circumspection should be observed, and that the testimony, either 

‘written or oral, on which such change or innovation is attempted, 

should be of the strongest and most undeniable kind. To Colonel 
Arthur oral testimony was in a great measure denied by the long 
lapse of time, and from the records of that period he could alone hope 
to gain the information he required. To these records he had access; 
they were laid before and examined by the Commissioners of bis own 
appointment and choice, and on them we are to suppose that the 
measures he pursued, and the acts which he authorised, were ground- 
ed. What then are we to think? When, after the departure of Co- 
lonel Arthur for Europe, and free access was had by the Settlement 
to those records, the very first document, which presented itself to the 
view, was the very authority and grounds on which the descendants 
of these poopie were held in Slavery, and which will, to every unpre- 
judiced mind, exonerate the Inhabitants from the odium, which he has- 
cast upon them in his Letter to Lord Bathurst, dated 10th January, 
1822, and to Mr. Bullock, of Jamaica, and which should have set the 
matter for ever at rest.’ 


Having referred to this important paper, which, from some inexpli- 
1 For these Documents see Appendix, No.5, - 
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cable cause, could not be discovered during Colonel Arthur's atay 
in this country, although the keeper of such document was acting 
under his immediate control, and which also brings to light the 
injustice of this Superintendent, and at once establishes the claims 
of the Indian Proprietors, we think it necessary, in order to elucidate 
the matter still farther, to shew, that this document is the title by 
which the Proprietors hold these people, and that it is an Act of the 
Legislature of the Mosquito Shore, and founded on the express in- 
structions of his Majesty’s Ministers through Sir Basil Keith, Gover- 
nor of Jamaica. © ; : 

It is a matter well known here that a trade had been carried on, 
pow near a century past, by persons from North-America and Ja- 
maica, particularly with the Darien and San Blas Indians, on what 
ig termed the Indian Coast, and that they obtained Slaves from 
thence: this was carried on to such an extent, that the Island of 
Jamaica, in the year 1741, passed an Act prohibiting such traffic, 
but at the same time confirming a right of property to those 
already obtained; but this not appearing to have the desired effect, 
and that these traders were approaching near the Mosquito Shore 
with the same intent, the Mosquito King, in the year 1775, sent an 
Embassy to London, to pray our Government to stop the practices 
in British subjects. This Embassy was favorably received, and in 
consequence orders were instantly transmitted to the Governor of 
Jamaica to take the most effectual measures to prevent it; and as 
the Mosquito Indians had, in several of their skirmishes and wars 
with the Indians of the interior (who were constantly being incited 
by the Spaniards in the back countries to attack them, in consequence 
of their friendship and alliance with the English), taken some pri- 
soners, and some of whom they made Slaves, some they took as 
wives, and some they sold to the English Settlers in their country, 
Sir Basil Keith, then Governor of Jamaica, who had received the 
most positive instructions from the Right Honorable the Earl of 
Dartmouth, bis Majesty’s Secretary of State, wrote to the Inhabitants 
of the Mosquito Shore,’ and acquainted them that he had sent to 
them a Mr. Fergusson as his Majesty’s Superintendent, with In- 
structions and a Proclamation, drawn up in the words of Lord Dart- 
mouth, on that apd other subjects. ee ep ire 

This Letter and the arrival of Mr. Fergusson gave universal satier 
faction,* and all men cheerfully joined him in his endeavours to 
remedy every evil; and he, fully to exhibit to the Inhabitants the 
intentions of their Sovereign in regard to their conduct, and to the 
enslaving of Indians, lays before them the Letter from Sir Basil 
Keith to Robert Hodson, Esquire, their former Superintendent, 
dated the 29th of December, 1775, and gacloing Lard Dartmouth’s 
letter of the 2d of August, 1775, to him, Mr. Hodgson:* he then 


2 For this Letter see Appendix, No. 14, 
2 See the Inhabitants’ Letter, Appendix, No. 21. 
3 For these Letters see Appendix, Nos, 15 and 16 
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immediately obeyed the commands of his Sovereign, and published 
the Proclamation,’ agreeably to Lord Dartmouth’s Letter of Instruc- 
tions to Sir Basil Keith; he also published on the Mosquito Shore 
the Instructions he received from Sir Basil Keith, wherein he was 
ditected immediately to cause a Council to be elected, ‘who should 
with him act as a Legislative Body, and that, agreeably to Sir Basil 
Keith’s Proclamation,* the Inhabitants should no longer act under 
Laws not sanctioned or not approved by their King. 

The next act of Mr. Fergusson, the King’s Superintendent, was, 
in obedience to these his orders, to issue his Proclamation, calling 
upon the Inhabitants to assemble together and elect a Council. 
This Council was elected, was sworn, and commenced legislating, 
and, after enacting some Laws, they proceeded to carry into effect 
the wishes of his Majesty's Government, by passing a Law to prevent 
British subjects purchasing for the future any Indians. : 

On the 22d of August, then, in the year 1776, his Majesty’s Su- 
perintendent in Council, appointed and approved under the express 
‘sanction of his Majesty’s Govertthelt passed a Law, prohibiting in 
future any Indian, or descendant of Indian, being bought from the 
Indian cates, taking the Act of Jamaica of the year 1741* for their 
guide, which faded they almost copied, Bur AT THE SAME TIME, 
BY THE THIRD CLAUSE OF THIS ACT, EXPRESSLY CONFIRMING 
THOSE ALEBADY POSSESSED. ; 

Here the Inhabitants now make their stand. On the faith of their 
Government they rest. The persons, whose properties were thus 
secured to them by this Act of Legislature, now sleep in the grave, 
and those properties have been transferred into many and various 
‘hands, Gea have come eat by purchase to the present holders. 

On this Act they found their claim to the descendants ‘of these 
‘people, who were removed to this country under the orders of his 
Majesty’s Government, on the evacuation of the Mosquito Shore in 
the year 1787, and there has not been a single Indian enslaved 
‘since the passing of that Act: as such, it is clearly demonstrated 
that the descendants of Indians in this Settlement are the deseend- 
ants of those held in Slavery previous to the passing of this Act, 
which so particularly provides for that point in the third Clause 
alluded to: soaeeqaeth , Without a breach of public faith —without 
trampling under foot and rendering null every Law—without de- 
stroying those barriers and bulwarks, which have been erected by 
the labors of the wise and the learned for the protection of private 
property—without a violation of those rights, which are the boast 
and privilege of Britons, the claims of the Proprietors to the servitude 
-of these people mast be clearly and decidedly established. 

We cannot, however, avoid commenting on one most singular ard . 


? For this Proclamation see Appendix, No. 17. 

> For the Instructions see Appendix, No. 18. 

3 For this Proclamation see Appendix, No. 19. 

4 For this Act of the Legislature see Appendix, Na, 20. 
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remarkable circumstance; that this Att,-so important in its résults, 
and which, if it had been promulgated, would at once have averted 
all the circumstances of this. unfortunate business, should never have 
met the eye of Colonel Arthur. Knowing Colonel Arthur as we do, 
a man profound in researches where his interest or his attention was 
drawn, with free access to every part of the Mosquito Records, it 
‘wears an appearance of such a viokation of public principle that we 
blush as we record it. . 
- It is in vain that he will tell us that-he never heard of or saw this 
document: the record bore every mark of having been examined, 
the book opening more readily at that folio than any: other; and 
supposing even that this Act was never seen by him, which is con- 
jecturing an almost impossibility, it would only shew the remissness 
and negligence with which a question of this vast importance to the 
Settlement was treated by one, to whom the power had been dele- 
gated by his Sovereign to watch over and guard its interests. 
. In addition to this, it is absolutely necessary that we animadvert 
on his (Colonel Arthur’s) Letter’ to Mr. Bullock, the Secretary of 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Jamaica, under date the 26th of Novem- 
ber, 1821. 

This Letter is not only, like many others of Superintendent 
Arthur, glossed and softened down with that specious reasoning and 
deception, which he was so well aware played upon the feelings of, 
the major part of the People of Britain, and which: have now for a 
length of time been by artifice and delusion kept constantly awakened, 
but it is a masterpiece of every thing but what is upright and honor- 
able. 

By those unacquainted with the Mosquito Shore when it was 
settled by the British, and with the Bay of Honduras, their local 
customs, their Inhabitants, the general kindness of Owners to their 
Slaves, and the fidelity of those people, it would from this Letter be 
inferred that they were but little better than a lawless band of 
raffians, who found no difficulty in committing the greatest acts of 
injustice and oppression. His first paragraph opens the libel. by 
stating, “ that, notwithstanding the greatest opposition, the freedom 
of eighteen persons was established by a Bench and Jury.” His 
play upon the word “ greatest opposition” is dishonorable.in the ex- 
treme; he would wish it to be believed that the People generally, or 
the Authorities of the Country, had offered opposition, We deny 
the correctness of the statement, and declare there was not any. op- 
position. if ; ; 

The Owners of these people it is true, when they found claims | 
started and measures adopted to take away property that hed been 
held for near a century past, and had been transferred through many 
hands, naturally used their endeavours to shew their right to what 
they held: surely such cannot be called opposition! Individual 


2 For this Letter see Appendix, No, 5, in a Letter to Lord Bathurst, enclosing this 
Letter to Mr. Bullock. : 


a4 DEFENCE OF THE . 


exertion to protect rights, which were never before disputed, cannot, 
in the eyes even of the most enthusiastic friends of General Eman- 
cipation, be considered what Colonel Arthur so malignantly wishes 
the world to think. These people did certainly obtain a verdict in 
their favor, nor shall we even attempt to discuss the merits of that 
verdict, but shall simply state this—that in the year 1774 their fore- 
fathers tried the cause he their freedom, soon after the death of their 
‘Master, who is stated to have given them their liberty : the trial took 
place when all the parties concerned, who well knew their claims, 
when alt the witnesses in their favor, were alive; yet, strange to say, 
that in those days, after a patient hearing, it was found that they 
were not entitled to their reedot; and it is still more strange that 
half a century after circumstances should so have altered as to en- 
title them to their manumission, when the oral evidence, which could 
have developed and explained every transaction, had ceased to live. 
Yet, after all this, after Superintendent Arthur had gained the point, 
he is still alarmed, and tells Mr. Bullock that “tHe INJUSTICE 1s 
BO EXTENSIVE, THAT HE FEELS IT NECESSARY TO PROCEED 
WITH THE GREATEST CIRCUMSPECTION.”* 

From this not only would the world draw the most unfavorable 
conclusions, but would consider by the next paragraph that his Ma- 
jesty’s Superintendent‘on the Mosquito Shore (that highly respectable 
Officer, Colonel James Laurie) had been sanctioning the greatest acts 
of injustice, nay, that he had been a leader in the whole of it: but 
we shall give an extract from the Letter :— 

“I do myself the honor to communicate to you, that in conse- 
quence of some proceedings in the Courts of this Settlement, about 

six weeks since, it was developed that a large number of persons 
were most unjustly held in Slavery: ‘a prosécution was in conse- 
quence instituted by the acting King’s Advocate, Major Coatquelvin, 
and, notwithstanding the greatest opposition, the freedom: of eighteen 
‘was established ‘by a Bench and Jury. The petitions from persons 
representing themselves to be oajaaly held in Slavery, which have 
siace beeh laid before me, are so numerous, and the injustice, which 
has for years been practised, is so extensive, that I feel it necessary 
to proceed with the greatest circumspection. Amongst other appli- 
cante a very large body of persons claim their freedom from Indiaa 
descent.—After a stict search into thé old Mosquito Shore Records, 
the enclosed Proclamation by Sir Basil Keith has been discovered, 
with an advertisement by Colvil Briton, by which it appears the Go- 
vernor of Jamaica had obtained information that several native 
Indians had been enslaved at the Mosquito Shore, and, after noticing 
the illegality and inhumanity of the measure, the Proclamation most 
strictly prohibited the practice. This Proclamation was forwarded 


_ to Mr. Laurie, then acting Superintendent, who, being himself deeply © 


implieated in this inhuman transaction, seems to have’ shuffled over 
the difficulty by calling for a return of the Indian Slaves in posses- 
sion of British Subjects, and prohibiting the enslaving of any more, 


* See Letter in Appendix. 
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without ae any steps towards the emancipation of those. who 

at the time held a Slavery. The ‘auisdichce wae that, on itera: 
cuation of the Shore, these poor creatures, with their children, were 
shipped off for Honduras, where, with their descendants, they have 
ever since been continued in bondage. 

“These Indians have of course in some cases passed by sale from 
their original importers into other hands, and such Proprietors refuse 
to admit their right to freedom, on the grounds of their having, as 
they consider, fairly purchased them :. others maintain that, although 
Sir Basil Keith’s Proclamation prohibited the farther Slavery of In- 
dians, he did not require those to be given up who were already in 
Slavery. Both eeumrats appear to me equally weak and untenable. 
Sir Basil Keith’s Proclamation can never be considered to sanction 
an act, which I believe has ever been deemed illegal; and, although 
his Proclamation did not specifically require the immediate emanci- 
pation of the Indians then in Slavery, it is very probable instructions 
to that effect accompanied the Proclamation: besides, it expressly 
interdicts any more Indians being shipped off from the Shore, and of 
course, without an infraction of that part of the Proclamation,’ they 
could not have been brought to Honduras.” 

In all cases where the acts of Governors are likely to affect either 
the honor, character, or property, of Individuals under their Govern- 
ment, or in all cases where questions of great moment, where perhaps 
inevitable destruction awaits the least false step, it is the duty of such 
Officers to have a perfect knowledge of every fact; to have made the 
most minute inquiries; to consult every authority, and to act with the 
utmost fairness and eandor, and by no means to act the harsh op- 
pressor of the one in order to relieve the other, or at all to hurry 
such questions. It was Colonel Arthur's duty at least to be made 
acquainted with the measures of his Government, and particularly 
those which came within the range of his own office, and, if no satis- 
’ factory information could be obtained there, then he should have ap- 
plied to those who were his natural Counsellors, to the Judicial 
Authorities of his Government.—Colonel Arthur did not do so, and 
indeed his measures were mostly secret, and must have been founded 
in ignorance or something worse: but there is every fair reason to 
believe that his measures were not the result of ignorance, for his 
own words are, “ After a strict search into the old Mosquito Shore 
Records, Sir Basil Keith’s Proclamation was found.” 

We do not pretend to deny there was a search, and a strict one, 
and had it been so willed b hime he would not have libelled the 
dead in the manner he has done; he would have fairly reported what 
those Records shew, viz. that Mr. sig Sadar was sent down by Sir 
Basil Keith to the Mosquito Shore as his Majesty’s Superintendent, 
with the Proclamation alluded to; that he arrived there on the 8th 
day of January, in the year 1776, and issued this Proclamation, and 
that it was not, as Superintendent Arthur says, “FORWARDED TO 
Cotonex Lavagiz:” be would have noticed Sir Basil Keith’s Letters 


3 For the whole of this Letter see Appendix. 
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and Instractions to’ Mr. Fergusson’ regarding this Proclamation, 
which bis Commissioners, in their Report, say “ THEY HAVE PERU- 
6ED WITH THE GREATEST ATTENTION:”* he would have found 
that Mr. Fergusson issped another Proclamation, calling for a Coun~ 
cil to be elected; that that Council was elected; and that his Ma- 
jesty’s Superintendent, Mr. Fergusson, in Council, passed the very 

w, founded on that Proclamation and the Law of Jamaica, prohi- 
biting the like conduct in future, and securing the rights of the Inha- 
bitants to what they then held; he would have found that Colonel 
Laurie was an old resident on the Mosquito Shore, and possessed 
very considerable property before he was Superintendent, and that, 
AG time this Proclamation was issued, which he so roundly asserts 
was forwarded to him, he, Colonel Laurie, was not in: the country. 
and that in the month of May, in the year,1776, his Majesty honored 
him with the appojntment of Superintendent, he being then in: Lon- 
don; that he subsequently went. to Jamaica, where, in August, in 
the same year (viz. 1776), Sir Basil Keith presented him with the 
necessary Commissions, and that on the.29th of that month he ar- 
rived at Black-River, on the Mosquito Shore, seven months after the 
issuing the Proclamation, and exactly seven days after Superinten- 
dent Fergusson in Council had passed the Act respecting the In- 
dians, and which Act prescribed the Registry of every Indian, or de- 
scendant of Indian, Slave held there: had he, Colonel Arthur, then 


acted with that openness and candor so necessary, he would not 


have thus ignorantly or wilfully libelled the deceased Colonel Laurie, 
an Officer of high reputation, and declared of him an untruth, by 
saying “HE SHUFFLED OVER THE DIFFICULTY. BY CALLING FOR 
4 RETURN OF THE InDIAN SLAvES IN POSSESSION OF BRITISH 
SUBJECTS,” whereas it was the very Act of the Legislature that called 
for it: this he well knew, for it was seen im those: old Records that 
one of those Registers absolutely declares it is transmitted for re- 
cording “in consequence of the Act:”. this his Commissioners insert, 
and mingules it is too that he should thus have ‘stigmatized Colonel 
Laurie declaring “the Proclamation was forwarded to him, 
and that a shuffled over the difficulty,” when in his letter alluded 
to, td Mr. Bullock,” he encloses him a copy of it from the Mosquito 
Shore Records, and it is headed ‘* RECORDED BY ORDER OF JOHN 
FerGusson, EsQUIRE, SUPERINTENDENT OF THE Mosquito 
Suore.” ' 
Superintendent Artbur also well knew, by the Report of his Com- 
missioners laid before him, what Colonel Laurie did receive, for, in 
the Letter from Sir Basil Keith to him, Colonel Laurie, of date the 
28th February, 1777 (and an extract of which is made by these 
Commissioners in their Report), he says, speaking of Indian Slaves, 
that the Island of Jamaica (which had been legislating on the-same 
subject about the same time as Superintendent Fergusson and his 
Council did on the Mosquito Shore,)? had last Sessions laid the “! aae 


‘ For this Report see Appendix, No, 22. * See A dix, 
§ 37th Geo. I{I, cap, on aes 
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to the root of that Mischief, by passing a Law, a copy of which I 
enclose for your particular inadeos ty cGtatace ‘ ' 

- ‘Had Colonel Arthur been willing to know, he could have thus 
seen that Colonel Laurie received the Act of Jamaica, 17th Geo. IH... 
and not the Proclamation, as asserted in his letter to Mr. Bullock, 
and which he states he shuffled over: he then would have saved his 
own honor in not libelling the dead, and misleading his superiors. Had 
he, Colonel Arthur, even looked into his own office, and had he not 
acted with glaring partiality, he would not have offered to the Attor- 
ney-General what could only deceive him, a circumstance beyond 
every thing exhibiting his ignorance or wilful deception. He states," 
‘Sir Basil Keith’s Proclamation expressly interdicts any more 
Indians being shipped off from the Shore, and of course, without an 
infraction of that part of the Proclamation, they could not have been 
brought to Honduras ;’ but we cannot but conclude that it must 
have been wilful, for will Superintendent Arthur presume to say he 
did not know of, and that there was, a Treaty entered into in the year 
1786 between Great-Britain and Spain, in consequence of which the 
Mosquito Shore was evacuated, to the great injury and loss of the 
Inhabitants? Can he pretend to say he did not know that the mea- 
sure was compulsatory on the Inhabitants, and a breach of allegiance 
to refuse obedience, and that troops and ships of war were sent down 
from Jamaica to see the same fully carried into -effect, and that it 
was more the result of force than compliance on the part of the In- 
habitants ? 

The unfortunate Proprietors of these Indians or their descendants 
formed a part, and were compelled to leave their homes, where, if 
they ‘were not affluent, they were at least comfortable and content, 
and were thrown on the then inhospitable shores of Honduras, with- 
out a home to fly to, and where they had to erect wretched huts for 
shelter, and suffered many cruel privations to obtain a scanty sub- 
sistence. 

Can Colonel Arthur pretend to say he was ignorant that all the 
Inhabitants, and their Slaves, were brought away at the expense of 
Government to Honduras? or can it be possible to suppose that he 
did not consider that the Commissioners on that service knew many 
of those Slaves were the descendants of Indians, and that they must 
have been aware of the Act of Superintendent Fergusson in Council, 
forbidding the enslaving of Indians, and securing to the Proprietors 
the descendants that they then held? Could he have been ignorant 
that all came away under the guidance of Colonel Laurie, the Super- 
intendent of the Mosquito.Shore, and were received at Honduras by 
Colonel Despard, his Majesty's Superintendent for that Settlement! 
It is impossible!! All must have been well known. This was an 
act not done in a corner: it was blazoned far and wide, and the dis- 
tresses of the Inhabitants of the Mosquito Shore reached the ears of | 
the British Parliament, when some trifling pecuniary allowance was 
granted. 


+ See Letter an Appendix. 
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Yet with all this knowledge that Colonel Arthur from his own 
office must have possessed, he misleads Mr. Bullock, directs his at- 
tention to a wrong view of the subject, and wisely observes that it 
was an infraction of the Proclamation to bring them to Honduras. 

We shall make no farther comment: we shall leave it to an im- 
sos public to Judge of us, after the perusal of these details of this 

cer, who bas traduced and stigmatized us, and descended to the 
most dishonorable means to gain his own ends, by giving a false 
coloring to every circumstance, to raise his own reputation on the 
rain of his fellow-creatures. Such was his religion! such his sanc~ 
tity, aasisted and supported by one of the most intolerable sycophants 
that ever hed ei oppression and tyranny! We mean his Secretary!! 

We consider jt necessary, although we have extended our defence 
to a considerable length, for our still farther justification to make 
some remarks on the Report of Colonel Arthur’s Commissioners, and 
the manifest injustice done by them to us, 
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PART THE FIFTH. 


THE REPORT OF COLONEL ARTHUR'S COMMISSIONERS CONSIDER- 
. ED, AND THE ILLIBERAL AND URJUST ASSERTIONS CONTAINEB 

THEREIN CONTRADICTED, AND THE STATE OF THE MOSQUITO 
| BBORE EXPLAIWED, 


: Bevore the Committee enter immediately upon the task of re- 
marking on the Report of these Commissioners, so appointed by Su- 
perintendent Arthur, on Indian Affairs, they deem it proper to pre- 
mise that Major-General Pye, who appears as President of that 
Board, having arrived in this Settlement only a few days previous to 
its assembling, could not, be acquainted either with the Jocel circum- 
stances which occurred on the Mosquito Shore, or the Records of 
that Settlement : therefore he must entirely have placed his reliance 
on the information he received from the other Commissioners, and of 
which, from their long residence here, they could not but possess much 
knowledge, and quite sufficient to have placed this most important 
matter in a different view from that made by them, and now before 
-the Imperial Parliament. 

The Settlers are, therefore, from their knowledge of that highly 
respectable Officer, fully sensible that he never would have lent his 
name to such misrepresentations as appear throughout, had he been 
at all aware of them; but unfortunately he has been deceived, and 
his name appears to sanction the odium which has heen unjustly 
cast upon us. ; 

The Mosquito Shore is a Country of considerable extent, and in- 
habited by a race of Indians called by that name. It appears that 
the British Government originally held this Country in considerable 
estimation, not so much for the object of establishing a Colony, which, 
from the situation of its coast, would have been almost impossible ; 
bat the possession by the British had the effect of keeping, in time of 
war, a considerable Spanish military force in the interior to guard 
against any sudden attack which might be made by the British and 
the Mosquito Indians; whilst the Southern coast was well adapted 
to the establishment of depdts, in the event of Great-Britain attacking 
the Spanish Settlements in those parts: therefore the Government 
particularly enjoined all their Superintendents from time to time to 
cultivate such a union and friendship with these Mosquito indians 
as to induce them to prefer his Majesty’s alliance and protection to 
any other Power whatever. 

We shall now take the Report paragraph by paragraph, and we 
trust from our local knowledge, from the evidence we have taken, 
and an intimate acquaintance with many of the Chiefs of these peo- 
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ple, as also from some of us having visited that Country, that we 
shall give a very different picture from what the Commissioners of 
Colonel Arthur have exhibited, and entirely remove the odium that 
has been so liberally cast upon the Inhabitants of that Country, and 
the Settlers here, who they have taken good care should also be par- 
takers. 

The Commissioners commence by stating, ‘‘ The establishment of 
the English on the Mosquito Shore appears to have taken place 
at an early period—first, by the Buccaneers, and afterwards by men 
employed in the contraband trade carried on between Jamaica 
ane the Spanish Main; for we find that, as early as the year 1671, 
Sir Thomas Lynch, the Governor of Jamaica, transmitted to King 
Charles the Second, in consequence of his Majesty’s Instructions, 
an account of the right by which his Majesty’s Subjects were set~ 
tled on the Mosquito Shore, and on the Coast of Yucatan, as ap- 

ars by a Report made in the year 1717 by the Board of Trade and 

lantations. That the English Settlers on the Mosquito Shore very 
early contracted an intimate acquaintance with the Mosquito In- 
dians, at that time very populous, and of a warlike disposition : 
They boast of never having been conquered by the Spaniards, and 
their attachment to the English Nation has been carried so far by 
means of the English Settlers, that, under the Government of the 
Duke of Albemarle over Jamaica, they made a formal cession of 
their Territory to the King of England, and from that time it has 
been usual for their King or Chieftain to repair to Jamaica, to render 
homage at the hands of the Governor of that Island.”* 

We shall dispute very little with them here; but shall merely 
assert that the trade was carried on between “ not only Jamaica and 
the Spanish Main, but between Jamaica, North-America, and the 
Spanish Main.” They next proceed to say, ‘‘ that the Mosquito In- 
dians are a barbarous and cruel people, and are in the lowest state 
of civilisation, and are under the most abject submission to their 
King and Chiefs, a state directly opposed to that of all the other In- 
dian Nations.” 

This we contradict, and declare that the Mosquito Indians are a 
hardy, mild, and peaceful race, except when they are roused in de~ 
fence of their Country’s rights: they then assume a warlike attitude. 
They are, it is true, in a low state of civilisation, but more advanced 
than the neighbouring tribes; neither are they under that abject 
eubmission (as the Board of Commissioners represent) to their King 
and Chiefs: these they cheerfully obey when called upon in danger, 
=e they chiefly live in large families, similar to the neighbouring 
tribes. 

They next declare that ‘‘ the Mosquito Indians pay considerable 
attention to the raising of cattle, while the other Indian Nations sub- 
sist by hunting. Differences so striking between Nations of the 
same Continent, and divided by no inaccessible barriers, have given 
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tise to a conjecture, by no means improbable, ‘that their origin has 
been different; and that this conjecture is confirmed by a cur- 
rent tradition, prevalent’ among themselves and neighbours, that 
a ship, laden with Negroes from Africa, was at some very remote 
period wrecked on the Mosquito Shore; that these Negroes revolted, 
siren upon the male Inhabitants of the sea-coast, and massacred 
them.” 

Now we assert, from, thorough knowledge, that the Mosquito In- 
dians pay very little attention to the raising of cattle, and they pos- 
sess but few. They chiefly subsist by fishing dnd hunting, similarly 
to the other Indian tribes, and their habits and customs are nearly 
the same. Traditiom does say, that a ship from Africa, with Ne-. 
groes, at some very remote period was wrecked on that coast; and 
it would appear, if so, that they must have intermixed with these In- 
dians on the Western coast, which altered the race, inasmuch as 
their personal appearance indicates the mixture between Negro and 
Indian; but there is not any certain knowledge that the Negroes put 
the male Indians to death: that is merely founded on conjecture, 
and it is a thing impossible in itself from the immense extent of sea- 
coast meread by the Mosquito Indians. The impossibility of this 
not being a fact is also clearly shewn by another circumstance, 
which is, that, on the Southern part of the Mosquito Shore, taking 
Cape Gracias 4 Dios as an intermediate boundary, these Indians are 
generally found of the olive color, and but few of the mixed race, as 
they are to the Westward of the Cape: consequently the Inhabitants 
of the sea-coast could not all have been massacred, for, as the Report 
‘reads, it would imply that the whole had been destroyed. A similar 
mixture to the Mosquito Indians is also found amongst the Poyais 
Indians: these cohabit and unite with the Mosquito Indians on this 
part of the coast. 

The next paragraph in the Report of the Commissioners is cer- 
tainly without exception unwarrantable, and most truly dishonora- 
ble.—They at once condemn the English Inhabitants of the Mosquito 
Shore as the most detestable of wretches! They work upon the feel- 
ings of their reader! They offer him “high probabilities.” Such are 
their words, and then modestly descend and say, that they are not 
fully authorised by evidence to thus blast a highly respectable Colo- 
ny, such as the Mosguite Shore was. ; 

The conclusions, drawn by the Commissioners, in this paragraph 
are illiberal and most unjust; but we shall repeat their words— 
“ They say the English Settlers on the Mosquito Shore employed 
the Mosquito Indians in fishing, collecting tortoiseshell, sarsaparilla, 
&c. &c. and paid them in Oznaburghs, knives, gunpowder, shot, iron 
pots, &c. It appears also that, when these Mosquito Indians had 
made inroads into the territories of their neighbours, and taken any 
of them prisoners, they found ready purchasers for them in the En- 
glish, who paid for them in some trifling articles; and, indeed, it is 
highly probable that these poor, ignorant Indians were instigated by 
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their- at to make uent incursions of this description, ie 
order to kidnap and enslave the unhappy inhabitants of the interior, 
although the rd is not fully authorised by the evidence before 
them to conclude positively that such was the case. It is, however, 
certain that the number of Indians so obtained must have been con- 
siderable, if, as Mrs. Robinson says in her evidence, almost the 
whole of the labor of the Southern part of the Mosquito Shore was 
performed by Indian Slaves. . 

Such is Commissioners’ statement. We shall now inake a 
veuch simpler, and, we trust it will be found, one far more correct 
and liberal. ; 

The Indian Nations of the interior often made incursions on the 
Mosquito Natiep, y encou by the Spaniards, that are esta- 
blished at the head of several of the Rivers in that country. In these 
expeditions they generally were unsuccessful. The result was reta+ 
liation on the tie of Mosquito Indians, who made war in their turn 
on these invaders, and, being better prepared, were generally suc- 
cessful; consequently prisoners were made, and, if females, they 
were treated with every kindness, and usually taken for their wives : 
others were disposed of to the English Settlers on that Coast, and 
from whom have sprung the great bulk of the Colored Free Popula- 
tion of this Settlement, many of whom are respectable, and all above 
want, which was a fact well known to the Commissioners, and also 
to Colonel Arthur; but no acts of cruelty have to our knowledge 
ever been established as having been exercised by the Mosquito In- 
dians over these people, when they became their prisoners, 

The English Settlers. on the Mosquita Shore employed many of 
the Mosquito-men in fishing and hunting, and encouraged them in 
acts of industry in the collecting of tortoiseshell, sarsaparilia, and 
gums, &c, and for which they were puid in articles of necessity and 
oynament, suitable to their wants and condition; but it does not 
appear in evidence, taken before the Board of Commissioners, that 
these Masquito Indians were either. instigated by the English, or by 
their own restless disposition, to make inroads into the territories of 
their neighbours, for the parpese of kidvepping and enslaving the 
unhappy inhabitants of the interior; nor is there the least trace of 
any record, document, or even tradition, to warrant the Commis- 
sioners’ declaration. Well, then, might the Commissioners say, that 
they are not fully authorised by the evidence before them te conclude 
positively that such was the case. The fact is, they had no evidence 
before them to warrant auch an assertion; but it was necessary for 
the Bee the investigation (if we are to judge from his letters 
to William Bullock, Esq. and to Earl Bathurst), that they should 
make out a strong case, and, if it could not be founded on evidence, 
tg do it by assertion, so far as it had the effect of degrading the En- 
glish Settlers on the Mosquito Shore. Jn this part of their Report 
they avail themselves of Mrs. Robinson's testimony, for, in adverting 
to it, they say, “ It is, however, certain that the number of Indians 
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80 Obtained must have been considerable, jf, as Mrs. Robinson says 
in her evidence, almost the whole of the labor pf the Southern part 
of the Mosquito Shore was performed by the Indian Slaves.” *, 

_The extent of the Southern part of the Mosquito Shore, taking 
Cape Gracias 4 Diog as the western boundary, will be found nearly 
200 miles of sea-coast, and in depth from the sea about 100 miles. 

. From the Commissioners’ Report the reader would conclude that 
in this extensive Country a large English Settlement must have been 
formed, as a large Indian population is said to have performed nearly 
the whole of the labor; and this is founded on the evidence of Mrs. 
Robinson, who never was on that part of the Coast, nor probably 
within 180 miles of the Cape, for she was born at Black-River, and 
remained there until the evacuation in 1787: consequently her evi- 
dence could only at best be Aearsay; but, as it may carry with it 
Breat weight, she has been since re-examined on the subject, and 

er evidence is completely at variance with her former testimony 
contains a clear explanation of how far her knowledge extended, and 
is in direct contradiction to the conclusions of the Commissioners: 
It also shews the general treatment of those Indian Slaves; but we 
shal] insert her examination as follows: 


EXAMINATION BEFORE THE MAGISTRATES OF 
HONDURAS, NOVEMBER 19rn, 1823. ; 


CaTtHERINE RoBINSON sworn. 


Q. In your evidence before the Commissioners on the 24th Janu- 
ary, 1822, you state positively, ‘‘ that almost the whole of the labor 
one the pone part of the Mosquito Shore was executed by Indian: 

ves 

A. By-my former testimony it appears I have spoken positively 
now I must declare they misunderstood me entirely, as I never could 
have spoken positively to what I did not positively know; and, as I 
was never in the Soythern part of the Shore, all I know about it was 
from hearsay, and I could. not have so replied; and I never heard of 
any other labor being performed there by Indians but as domestic 
servanta. 

Q. Does it come within your own knowledge, that the Slaves, of 
Indian descent, on the Mosquito Shore were treated with kindness 
and humanity ? 

A. I ever heard so, and knew it was the case where I was myself, 
as | was born there, married there in the year 1775, and remained 
there until the evacuation in 1787. 

Here also it.may be well to offer some farther observations on the 
extent of the population in the Southern part of this Country, which 
does not appear at any period to have exceeded forty families, the 
majority of whan were of Color, the descendants of Indian Slaves, 
who claimed or owned the greater pe of the Indians in question), 
and as to the labor performed by these Indians, which was of two 
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kinds : That done by the men was fishing, hunting, collecting sarsa- 
parilla, and raising provisions for themselves and families, which in 
these Countries does not require much exertion; the females were 
employed in domestic services about the house; and those who were 
acquainted with that country know full well it was merely the sha- 
dow of service without the substance. In proof of this we annex the 
evidence of James Gladding and Dorinda Potts, and in doing so we 
cannot but again remark on.the evidence of Dorinda Potts, as taken 
ore the Commissioners, relative to Indians being smoked out of . 
holes, and the use Col. Arthur has made of it: In his Letter to Lord 
Bathurst, 28th February, 1822, he says, “‘ Your Lordship will observe 
that these poor Indians were hunted down in all quarters, and abso- 
lutely smoked out of holes and caves, in which they had taken refuge 
from their rapacious and merciless pursuers.” Good God! that a 
man, apparently so just, so strenuous for right, should assert this ; 
and say, moreover, that it was on the affidavit of the most respectable 
evidences, whereas he knew it was only two persons, viz. Dorinda 
Potts and one Negro woman, who had so declared: but we shall 
give the evidence on re-examinttion, and leave an impartial World to 
judge. 


EXAMINATION BEFORE THE MAGISTRATES OF 
HONDURAS NOVEMBER, 207, 1823. 


Dorixva Ports, a Buccatoro Indian, called and sworn. 

Q. it appears by the Report of certain Commissioners, appointed 
by Colonel Arthur, his Majesty’s late Superintendent, to investigate 
the claims of Indians or their descendants to freedom, that you were 

‘ examined on that matter on the 21st of January, 1922 a 

A. Yes, 

Q. Was it from your own knowledge, that you stated before tha 
Commissioners, in your evidence at that time, that the Indians were 
smoked out of the holes by the Mosquito Indians ? 

A. I do not know it from my own knowledge, but I merely heard 
80, that it once took place, and the circumstance attending it was this, 
that an English schooner had arrived on the ‘Southern part of the 
Mosquito Shore, ata place named Cherokee Point, near a small 
Island, called Buccatoro; that some of the Indians came out, attacked 
the .schooner, and killed all the people but one woman; that, when 
the old Mosquito Indian King Jeremy heard of it, he senta large 
number of his people, and made war on those Indians, and beat them, 
and took a number prisoners, and killed all the men he could get, and 
saved the women and children. It was in taking these prisoners that 
I heard that the Mosquito Indians had smoked a number out of a 
cave that was in the Island. I never heard of it having occurred but 
once, ¥ 

Q. How was the man Mercury, whom you have spoken of in your 
evidence, and who was then a boy, and who lately belonged to the 
estate of John Potts, but was left free by his Master, taken? 

A. There is at the head of the Wanks River, on the Mosquito Shore, 
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a town called Megolpho, inhabited by Indians: These Indians came 
down from Megolpho to a town called La-Boo, inhabited by the Mos- 
uito Indians, to fight them; they did so and beat them, and drove 
them from La-Boo; those that escaped went to complain to the Mos- 
uito Indian Governor, who lived not far from there; his name was 
dford ; that he directly fitted out a large party, who went up to Me- 
golpho, fought the Indians there, beat them, took some prisoners, and 
amongst the number was Mercury, who was then a very little child, 
about three years old. : 

Q. Were the Indian Slaves, that were held by British subjects on 
the Mosquito Shore, used with any harshness or severity, or what la- 
bor did they generally perform ?, 

A. They were used very kindly, and the labor they performed was, 
that the men in general made provision-grounds, and the women spun 
cotton, and were household servants. 

Q. Was there not a number of descendants of Indians on the Mos- 
quito Shore, such as Mestees and others, who possessed considerable 
prpeny in Indian Slaves ? i 

. Agreat many, and among them there they lived an idle life; 
re sometimes it could scarcely be told who was Master or who was 

ave. . 


EXAMINATION BEFORE THE MAGISTRATES OF 
HONDURAS, NOVEMBER 2lsr, 1823. 


James GLADDING sworn. 

Q. As you were examined before the Commissioners appointed by 
Colonel Arthur, his Majesty’s late Superintendent, to investigate the 
claims of Indians or their descendants to freedom, you can perhaps 
give the Magistrates somé information relative to the Shore, where 
you lived many years? : 

A. Yes, ; 

Q. Pray, what do you consider was the number of White People 
living on the southern part of the Mosquito Shore, say from Cape 
Gracias & Dios southerly to River Metina, near to the River Saint 
Juan’s ? 

A. There were very few, not a dozen families. 1% 

Q. Were the Indian Slaves, that were held by British subjects on 
the Mosquito Shore, used with any harshness or severity, and what 
labor did they generally perform ? ene 
. “A. They were very kindly treated, indeed, were like their children, 
and the labor usually performed was, the men cutting ground-provi- 
‘sions, and the women and children spinning, and they were used also 
as servants in the houses. : 

Q. How did the Mosquito Indians act toward the Indian Slaves 
they took? J 

A. Very kindly, and they generally employed them in the same 
manner as the English. ts 

Q. Were there not a great many families on the Southern part of 
the Mosquito Shore Colored People, such as Mestees and Mestifinas, 
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who were descendants of Indians themselves, and who held a consi- 
derable number of Indian Slaves as their property ? Spiel 
' A. There were. 
Q. How long did you live on the Mosquito Shore? 
+ A. Twenty-eight years, and I left it at the evacuation in 1787. 
Q. Were not the Mosquito Indians always considered as a kind 
and friendly people to the English ? 
A. They were always friendly te the English. ° 
Q. Did ee ever hear the Mosquito Indians were a barbarous or 


eruel peop 

A. Ro : I never heard so, or ever knew them such, while I lived 
there. 

Q. Were the Indian Slaves on the Mosquito Shore ever employed 
m cutting Mahogany ? 

A. No: The Mosquito Indians cut the Mahogany, which they 
brought down and sold to the English, who then employed their Ne- 
gro Slaves to manufacture it. 

We shall now again return to the Hil gah The Gentlemen who 
composed the Board of Commissioners should have possessed more 
eandor in their Report, and availed themselves of documents not only 
to establish, but also to detail, the truth; but it appears too evident 
that they have compiled a mass of matter, manifestly intended to de- 
base the former Inbabitants of the Mosquito Shore, and throw an , 
odium on the possessors of the descendants of the Indians at present 
in Honduras, without adducing one solitary instance favorable to that 
elass of Society. 

The Commissioners in their Report next proceed to animadvert on 
the Act of the Legislature of Jamaica, passed in the year 1741, and 

‘they say, “It is highly probable that considerable numbers of these 
kidnapped Indians must have been sent to Jamaica by the Engtish 
Settlers, for sale in that island, and which caused the Act of the Le- 
¢islature of Jamaiea, 14 Geo. II. cap 6, to be passed.” 
' Without making farther comment on this part of the Report, we 
sball merely state, that their assertions as regards the Act are unfair 
and unfounded, as that Act was positively made to restrain the traffic 
on the Coast of Darien and San Bias, where the Traders from Jamaica 
earried on a considerable intercourse with these Indians, in mules, 
horses, and other commodities, which traffic was opposed to the in- 
derest of Spain. “ 

We do not find thet there were any direct complaints made by the 
Mosquito Indians of the kidnapping and carrying away of Indians 
from the countries contiguous to their own, antil about the year 1775, 
when several of the Mosquito Chieftains went to London, to make 

their remonstrance and complaint of trading vessels from Jamaica 
and North-America coming on their Coasts, and obtaining native In- 
dians, whum they carried away with them; nor are there any traces, 
by oral or documentary evidence, that the English Settlers on the 
osquito Shore bartered Indians with these Traders. 
The result of this embassy of the Mosquito Chieftains te London, ae 
. we have before described, caused his Majesty’s Government to di- 
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rect Sir Basil Keith, Governor of Jamaica, to take measures for the 
preventing of this traffic in future. Sir Basit Keith, in consequence 
thereof, sent down John Fergusson, Esq. with his Proclamation to 
that effect, and alse appointed him Superintendent in that Settle- 
ment. Therefore it is evident that the Act of the Legislature of 
Jamaica, of the year 1741, was made without retrospect to the Mos- 
quito Shore, as no measures were adopted by Sir Basil-Keith unti} 
the year 1775, a period: of thirty-four years, thet to the passing 
of the Act of 1741: therefore the assertions of the Commissioners 
on this important point, as well as all others, are merely the effect of 
imagination, and not of fact. - 
The Commissioners then proceed to state, that on the 28th of Fe- 
bruary, 1777, Sir Basil Keith wrote to Captain Laurie as follows : 
‘‘ As you will be answerable to the Ministry for your conduct on the: 
Shore, it hehoves you to prevent the perpetration of such horrid mur- 
ders as have been committed by the Mosquito men on the Wolwa In- 
dians, and you ought to exert yourself to bring the offenders to jus- 
tice, and thereby shew the several Indian Nations on the Shore in 
what abhorrence the English hold such villains, and how ready they 
are to punish them, and protect those who are peaceable and friendly 
tous.” There are not any traces to be found on the Records of the 
Mosquito Shore of the cause of this outrage ; neither could it at that 
time have originated in any undue traffic of Indians, as, since the Pro- 
clamation of 1776, there is not any proof that the practice had existed, 
or of any complaint made of the English Settlers on the Shore ; but it 
is a well-known fact, that the Wolwa Indians were the enemies of the. 
Mosquito Indians, and in alliance with the Spaniards, and it is not 
improbable that at this time they might have been instigated by the 
Spaniards to attack the Mosquito men, as it is well known that the 
Spaniards became.the determined enemies of the Mosquito Indians, 
in consequence of the latter allowing the English to settle in their 
Country, and forming an alliance with them; and farther it is right 
to notice, that the extract made by the Commissioners is not correct. 
They say, on the Wolwa Indians. On reference to the Record, the 
words are “‘ on three Wolwa Indians,” a wonderful difference! The 
extirpation of a whole Nation might be inferred from this paragraph, 
instead of three individuals; a quotation strikingly calculated to 
impress on the minds of his Majesty's Ministers, the cruelty and 
injustice exercised by the English Settlers on the Mosquito Shorea 
in the continuance of the iniquitous traffic. 
The savage Nations of America have equally a disposition for. war 
as the more polished Nations-of Europe. The Wolwa Nation, in 
amity with their neighbours the Spaniards, were full five hundred 
miles from the Seat of the British Government established at Black- 
River, and in a Country without roads, without troops, or even a 
vessel of war. How was it possible for Superintendent Laurie to 
prevent acts of atrocity being committed amongst hostile savage 
tribes, when probably he might remain ignorant of the circumstance 
a whole year, as it seldom scotia that any communication was 
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meade to Black-River from that part of the Coast, and between the 
two extremes the whole Country was nearly a wilderness. And here 
we must again remark that the Superintendent had no control over 
the Mosquito Indians, except that of remonstrating, which was never 
omitted by: him when necessary; nor was it possible for him to 
know when trading vessels were on that part of the Coast, as few 
-of them went so to leeward as Black-River. It is also more 
reasonable to conclude that the Governor of Jamaica would have 
much earlier and better information from that part of the Coast, 
being to windward of Black-River, than that which it was possible 
for the Superintendent to obtain; and it is not improbable that the 
Traders from Jamaica at that time might have caused such infor- 
mation to have been made to the Governor. It is, moreover, certain 
that the Settlers on the Shore never cloaked themselves under this 
Act of 1741; and it is equally so that Superintendent Arthur excited 
in the present Proprietors of these people alarm, as, by holding 
these Indians or their descendants in Slavery, they would be made 
liable for the penalty recited in that Act; but they supposed, and 
that. with great truth, that a similar Act to the one of Jamaiea must . 
have been passed on the Mosquito Shore, and their supposition has 
since been fully realized. Colonel Arthur, who often examiped 
these Records, could hardly be ignorant of its existence; but on this 
we have already had qccasion strongly to animadvert. 

The next object that draws, our attention is, that “the Board beg 
leave to observe that they have found in the Moequito Shore Records 
a partial and imperfect Registry of Indians, liéld in Slavery in that 
Country, made in the year 1777; but, though they have perused 
with the greatest attention the instractions of Sir Basil Keith to John 
Fergusson, Esq. in sending him to the Shore as Superintendeat, 
Sir Basil Kejth’s Letter to the Conncil at Black-River, dated the 
29th December, 1775, and the Letter from that Board ip answer 
thereto, together with their Minutes from their first formation to the 
evacuation of the Shore, so far at least as those Minutes have been 

preserved on the Records, yet they have not been able to discover 
‘ the least intimation by which they wi judge in whom, and by 
whose authority, that measure originated.” 

From this quotation from the Report of the Commissioners, it 
would appear that they employed themselves more for the object of 
eriminating the Settlers of the Mosquito Shore than for the substan- 
tial ends of justice, or why make such an assertion? Had they any 
evidence before them to establish that it was not a true and faithful 
Registry? Or that they were not enabled to find out in whom, or 
by whose authority, the measure of holding Indians in Slavery ori- 

i . Did these Commissioners examiné Colonel Arthur on oath, 
or their own Clerk, who was also Assistant Keeper of the Records, 
or even the late Major Coatquelvin, one of their Board, as to the 
existence of documents, by which the Inhabitants held the descend- 
ants of these Indians in Slavery? They did nat! Had they done 
80, it is probable they would have ascertained the existence of the 
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Act of the Superintendent in Council, passed the 22d day of August, 
1776. That a document of such vast importance was not to be 
found is most singular! and stranger to say, that a few months 
afterwards, when a search was made for the existence of any such 
document, it was the first Record discovered! Shall we be satisfied 
then to hear it said it could not be found, or that justice has been 
impartially done to the Proprietors ?—We cannot! but it might be 
said that Colonel Arthur, from his situation as Superintendent, could 
not be called upon. In the 4th Article of his Instructions it is said— 

“ You are hereby empowered and invested with authority to call 
upon the Public Officers, and all other Individuals, in the Settle- 
ment, for full and satisfactory explanation, on examination of all 
Papers, Records, or Documents, of whatever denomination, con- 
nected with the subject of your Commission ; and all such persons 
are hereby enjoined and required to afford all possible information, 
and to answer on oath such interrogations as the Commissioners may 
deem it necessary to put.” Therefore, had these three individuals 
been examined, it-is probable that the labors of the Commissioners 
would have become a nullity, and the Owners of these people been 
freed from persecution. 

These Commissioners had the power of investigating on oath ! 
That this Act was a Record in the Record-Office of Honduras, and 
then existed in these very Records, is most certain!! They had the 
power of examining; and, if any undue measures had been adopted, 
they were invested with sufficient power to sift out the truth; and 
they would then have proved to the World that their deliberations 
were founded on British Justice. 

Thus have we endeavoured, as succinctly as circumstances: would 
admit, to follow Colonel Arthur through a series of charges, most 
artful and intricate in their combination. With talents worthy of a 
better cause, our Traducer has clothed his assertions in so specious 
a form, ‘that, whilst they are eminently calculated to mislead the 
mind, it is most difficult to unravel their intricacy, or expose their 
falsehood. We possess one advantage, however, over the more 
labored composition of our Antagonist, that this simple detail of 
the oppression we have suffered, and the grievances we have endured, 
contains no violation of truths, no exaggeration of circumstances, 
no trahsmutation of facts! As the peng feeling and indignant 
voice of an injured and insulted People, we give it to the candor of 
our Countrymen, and trust we shall stand ac uitted before them and 
the World’ of the disgraceful charges which have been preferred 
against us | 
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A. 


Estract of a Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Arthur to the Right Hon. Ec | 
Bathurst, dated October 7th, 1820. 


Ia the Dispatches, which I had the honor to address to your Lordsh | 
shortly after my arrival in this Settlement, it afforded me the greatest ple: . 
sure to bear testimony to the humanity, which I observed generally exe - 
cised by the Wood-cutters towards their Slaves, 

On the necessity I was under, however, in my Dispatch of the 211i — 
October, 1816, of detailing to your Lordship the Cruelty which has bee | 
exercised by a Settler named Michael Carty, I was called upon to mak: 
some observations upon the extreme inhumanity of many of the lower clas} 
of Settlers residing in the Town of Belize towards their Slaves; and, as it 
appeared to be an evil greatly increasing, I submitted at the same time th? 
total inadequacy of the Courts of this Settlement to check this vicious dis- 

sition, 
oe my Report to your Lordship, of the 16th May last, No. 27, upon the 
insurrection which had taken place in the interior of the Colony, I repre- 
sented that it had originated from the harshness with which some of the 
Slaves had been treated, and that I was not without hope the consequences 
on that occasion would have had the beneficial tendency of exciting a 
ir degree of humanity towards these unfortunate people: I am much 

istressed, my Lord, that my expectations have not heen answered; and 
such is the increasing severity and cruelty which is now bh open with im- 

unity, that although I am very conscious of the difficulty, which has 

itherto presented itself to his Majesty’s Government, upon the general 
question of the administration of justice in Honduras, I am most reluctant- 
ly constrained to bring the subject again under your Lordship’s considera- 
tion. The result of a trial, which was instituted on the 6th inst. against 
an inhabitant for excessive cruelty towards a poor Slave, absolutely excludes 
every hope, under the present system of jurisprudence, of bringing offenders 
to punisbment when guilty of the most flagrant acts of inhumanity and op- 
Pression. The trial to which I allude was instituted against a free woman of 
color, named Duncanette Campbell, under a bench-warrant, “ forspunish- 
ing her Slave named Kitty in an illegal, cruel, and severe manner, by 
chaining her and repeatedly whipping her, and for confining her for a con- 
siderable time in the said chains in the loft of her house.” 

As the sufferings of this poor Slave deeply excited my commiseration, I 
made it a point to attend the Court: The female Slave appeared covered 
with wounds and stripes. The Medical Geutleman, who had examined her 
by order of the Magistrates as soon as she was taken into custody, deposed : 
‘*T examined the Shave Kitty, and observed the scores of several wounds, 
which appeared to have been recently inflicted with a whip or cowskin ; 
they were chiefly upon the shoulders, but there was also a considerable 
number on the left arm, the neck, and face; those on the face had pro- 
duced considerable swelling and other symptoms of inflammation; one of 
the stripes had divided the ala of the left ear; another had wounded the left 
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eye-ball; both eyes were much swelled and inflamed, and her whole coun~ 

_tenance was so much eae that it was some time before I could re- 
cognize her.” The Police-Officer deposed, “ On proceeding to the dwellin 
of Miss Duncanette Campbell, I found the slave Kitty at the foot of a bed. 
‘with a pair of handcuffs on, and chained round the legs with a doubte 
padlock ; the chain was bound round so close that she could not stand or 
move, I saw a cut upon the left ear, and many stripes upon the back: her 
face also bore visible marks of whipping, and there was a bruise under her 
be I tried to lift her up, but she could not stand; she informed me-that 
she had been in this situation for six weeks,” In fact every charge stated 
in the warrant was most fully proved. 

To deny the punishment which had been so cruelly inficted was of 
course.impossible ; and therefore the only defence which the prisoner at- 
pon eae to set up was, that the Gentleman, with whom she had cohabited’ 
aud lived for many years, had instigated the Slave to neglect lier business, 
disobey her orders, and to behave with the greatest insubordination ; that 
the Slave was her own property, and that therefore she had a right to punish 
her as she thought proper. The prisoner admitted, indeed voluntarily 
bore testimony to, the uniform excellent conduct of the poor Slave for many 
ears, and stated that the circumstance, for which she had now chastised 

er, was the only misconduct of which she had ever been guilty. 

The Bench, which was composed of four Magistrates, in charging the 
Jury, in no way whatever adverted to the dreadful instrument with which 
the punishment had been inflicted; to the poor Slave’s ear having been 
cut through ; to the frightful blows on her face, or to the confinement in 
chains (every part of which is illegal by the Consolidated Slave Actin Ja- 
maica, which is by the Law professed to be acknowledged in the Courts of 
this Settlement, although the Act is not in the Country), but briefly observ- 
ed, that by Law every Owner was justified in punishing to the extent of 

89 lashes ; and therefore the only point for the consideration of the Jury 
was, Whether a greater number of lashes had been inflicted in the present 
case? Without five minutes’ hesitation the prisoner was acquitted ! ! 


B. : 


Extract of a Letter from Colonel Arthur tothe Earl Bathurst, K. G. dated Hon- 
duras, 28th September, 1821. 


Of the 11th inst. I received the enclosed Report, No, 1, from the Officer 
of Police, stating the illegal punishment he had been required by Mr, 
Bowen, a Magistrate, to inflict on one of his Slaves; and also detailing a 
most severe punishment which he had in part carried into effect at the 
instance of the Bench, but with the farther execution of which he hesitated 
to proceed, as it appeared to him contrary to Law. Immediately on receiv- 
ing this information I addressed the Magistrates, informing them I was 
aorry to.find, on a bare commitment, without any trial or evidence what- 
ever, a very severe punishment had been ordered on four Slaves, and, inti- 
mating it was unknown to me that any power was vested in the Bench to 
cause punishment to be so summarily inflicted, 1 requested some explana- 
tion on the subject. 

“In their reply the Bench endeavoured to close over the matter as well as 
they could, setting forth that the trial of Slaves by Jury was a heavy ex- 
pense to the Country ; that they had acted with no intention of infringing 
the Laws of the Settlement, or the rights of the Slaves; that under 4 heavy 


y 


62 APPENDIX. 


penalty, whether competent or not, they were obliged to act as Magis- 
trates, and ree oa their Fellow-Settlers always viewed their con- 
duct, when not ijt pe with every indulgence, 

Although their pr ing was in direct violation of the Law, I animad- 
verted ypon it in milder terms than I should otherwise have been dis 
to have done, from the impression that two of the Magistrates (it being 
their first year in office) might have acted without cossideration, under 
the influence of Mr. Bowen, who, as an older Magistrate, was well ac- 
quainted with the laws and customs of the Court ; and to whom, from his 
well-known character, I could have no hesitation in referring the whole 
matter, although it was difficult in such a case officially to attach the blame 
where I felt it ought to haverested; I did so, however, as far as I could with 
propriety, and also directed all the poor Slaves to be instantly liberated and 
delivered up to their respective Owners. 

In the course of investigating this flagrant attempt upon the rights of the 
Slaves, I was led to the knowledge of Mr. Bowen having confined the poor 
Slave in ebaing in his own premises, whom the Police-Officer had refused 
to place in that sitystion in the Jail; and an affidavit made before one of 

the Magistrates of his general cruelty and inhumanity was at the same 
time laid before me. Having fully ascertained the unexceptionable cha- 
racter of the complainant, and made every investigation which prudence 
could suggest, 1 determined to issue & search-warrant, and your Lordship 
will perceive, by the return of the Officer of Police on the back of the 
warrant, that the Slaves were found chained in the manner described in 
the affidavit. 

The warrant having been examined on the following morning by the 
Bench, Mr. Bowen was ordered for trial on the 25tb inst.; but I must here 
observe, that although the evidence on the examination was most clear 
and distinct, the majority of the three Magistrates deemed it so very doubt- 
ful whether the offence could be considered a breach of any Law, or whether 
there had been any farther punishment inflicted by Mr. Bowen than an 
Owner was justified in giving his Slave, that they were much disposed to 
question the propriety of any prosecution: This, of course, convinced me 
of the feeling and disposition of the Bench. 

In order that I might be under no error from misrepresentation, I attend- 
ed the trial, and the following circurastances were most clearly and dis- 
tinctly proved, indeed not denied ;.that on the bare suspicion of havin 
made away with some handkerchiefs, committed to her care to dispose of, 
a poor female Slave was tied up by order of her Owner and severely Hugged, 
and then handcuffed and shackled, placed in an old store, infested with ver- 
min and the noisome fies of this country ; after being in this situation for 
five days and nights, Sergeant Rush, a military pensioner, interceded with 
Mr. Bowen for release, and having pledged himself, if the handkerchiefs 
were not found, to pay the exorbitant sum_demanded, the poor creature 
was liberated on Sunday about mid-day; on the following morning she 

. left her Owner's house to make her complaint and seek redress. For this, 
and no other grounds whatever, she was again seized upon, tied down on 
her belly to the ground, her arms and legs being stretched out, and secured 
to four stakes with sharp cords, and in this phe ae attitude, in the heat of 
the sun, exposed before the men in a perfect state of nature, she was again 
severely flogged, in presence of her iawan -Master and his brother, .upon 
her back and posteriors, and then sent back to her place of torment, and 
there, again confined in handcuffs and chains, subsisted on the wretched 
pittance of twenty plantains and two mackarel per week for above four- 
teen days. Occasionally, indeed, it appeared, the miserable being was 
led out by day, and chained to a trce in the yard, and there compelled to 
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wash.—This, my: Lord, was an offence, for which the: Magistrates could 
find no Law on which to ae the Jury nor the Jury aivecstnve which 
to find the prisoner guilty! Most truly, ladeed, was it observed by the 
Advocate, in open Court, that if they rejected the Consolidated Slave Law 


of Jamaica, which <tr and ‘usage had been considered for years as. 


the-Law of the Settlement, he shuddéred to -rémind them that’ thers was 
the 21st Act of Geo. III. chap. 67, which protected even brutes from inhu» 
Manity. ' peas 
The case of the male Slaves actually apprehended by the Officer of Police, 
handeuffed, shackled, and loaded with an enormous cattle-chain, in the’ 
very dwelling of this Magistrate, I need not in this Dispatch enlarge upon. 
Hf tie enormity against the poor female was nd violation of the Law, this 
of course could not be deemed illegal. 2 wags 
The Slaves in this country heve, for some time past, appeared to require 
No incentive to agitate their already irritated minds; and therefore to quiet 
in some degree the alarm, which will no doubt quickly spread amongst 
them, of their being thus deprived of all protection, I have, after assem- 
bling the Members of the Supreme Court as a Council, this, day issned a 
Proclamation in his Majesty’s name, declaring the Consolidated Slave Law 
of Jamaica to be in force until others are enacted, copy of which, with m 
Letter to the Magistrates, I beg to submit, and of which I trust your Lor 
ship will eA ok The measure will no doubt be offensive enough to Mr. 
Bowen and his partisans, and to many others, who have always manifested 
the most violent opposition to any interference ‘with the -deslings of 


Owners with their Slaves; but Uregard them with indifference in comparison . 


to the manifest injustice and cruelty of abandoning all the Staves to the 
mercy of their Proprietots, although I still hope there are many who treat 
ae with ‘all the kindness and humanity, consistent with their state of 

ndage. ; ud htt 


Enclosure, No. 1, in Colonel Arthur's of 28th September, 1821.° 
: ; lize, Honduras, 11th September, 1831. 


1 


Srz, . 

I beg leave to acquaint you that on the 4th inst. it was reported to me 
that M. W. Bowen, Esq. a Magistrate, had sent a Slave of his, by the name 
of Guy, to the common jail, with ordets to the Constable that he, Guy, 
should be worked on the public works with the convicts in chains. Con- 
ceiving that the order was irregular, coming from only one Magistrate, and 

_ he being the Proprietor of the Slave, I gave direction to the Constatile not 
to pay any attention to the order until I saw the Gentleman myself, it 
being my intention to state my reason for not complying with bis order ; 
but, being unfortunately unwell, 1 did not see him until the 10th inst. 
when a Meeting of the Magistrates took place at the Court-House, where, 
in the presence of, two other Magistrates, M. W. Bowen, Esq. told me that’ 
he had taken his slave out of jail, in consequence of directions given by 
me for his not being worked in chains on the public works, Upon m 
replying to him that, without the sanction of the Bench, I did not thin 
myself authorized to punish a Slave in that manner at the instance of his 
Master, he said that he conceived that an order from any Magistrate’ 
was sufficient authority for me, To this the other two Magistrates made 
no kind of observation, and consequently f am left in the very delicate 
Situation of questioning the orders of a Magistrate, or violating what [ 
conceive to be the Laws of the Settlement, s 

I beg also to state that four runaway Slaves were delivered into the charge 
of the Constable on the $d inst. two of which, named Hero and Marriott, 
belong to the estate of the late S. Burnabam, John, to George and James 
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Hyde, and Glasgow, to Mr. Juhn Young. . The three former were brought 
from the Northward by some Spaniards: the latter was delivered by Mr. 
Harrison, a clerk to Messrs. Young and Wright, requesting that he might 
be kept in jail until Mr. Wright came down the River: That on the 5th 
inst. were brought by an order of the Magistrates before the Bench, 
and, without any trial whatever, they (the four) were ordered to be im- 
prisoned and worked in chains on the public works for two months, and to 
receive a corporal punishment of 128 lashes each, at four separate times, a 
part of which sentence bas been carried into execution; but I feel so un- 
comfortable in proceeding with the farther punishment of those people, 
under the impression that they have not been regularly tried, that I must 
beg with great submission to bring this representation under your con- 


sideration. 
I have the honour to be, 


Sir 
Your most obedient and humble servant, 


Wixiram 8. Eve, Officer of Police. 
To Colonel Antuur, his Majesty's 
Superintendent, Honduras. 


C. 


Enclosure in Colonel Arthur’s, 28th September, 1821, to Lord Bathurst. 
Government-House, Belize, 281h September, 1821. 
GentLeMEN, — 

I enclose, for your information, his Majesty’s Proclamation of this date, 
by which you will observe that the Consolidated Slave Law of Jamaica, of 
which Honduras is a dependency, is declared to be in force in this Settle- 
ment until other Jaws shall be enacted, and I have accordingly to require 
re will be guided thereby in all proceedings in your Court until his 
Majesty’s farther pleasure herein is duly promulgated. 

I am deeply grieved that the influence of a few ill-disposed persons should 
‘compel me thus publicly, by Proclamation, to cast the disgraceful imputa- 
tion upon this community, that it has hitherto left the Slave Population 
wholly unprotected by law, and that every punishment, which has been in- 
flicted upon the Slaves by the Bench, either by trial or otherwise, has been 
altogether illegal ; for if i custom and usage the Slave Law of Jamaica has 
not been considered in force here, as far as it woald apply to the local cir- 
cumstances of the country, tben there has been no law, and, if it has been 
so recognized, the Bench, in declining the admission of the 25th and 29th 
Articles of that Law, on the recent trial of Mr. Bowen, has violated the 
pris, obligation, by which every Magistrate is bound on his admission into 
office. 

Is it, Gentlemen, to be tolerated that an inhuman and exasperated Pro- 
pfietor has the power to cause a wretched female to be laid prostrate on the 
ground in a state of nature, having her arms and lege extended by cords 
to four stakes, and after being thus, in the presence of men, severely lashed 
over the back and buttocks in the burning heat of the sun, in a tropical cli- 
mate, placed in confinement, handcuffed and chained, tormented by flies 
and vermin, and fed upon the miserable pittance of two mackarel and 

twenty plantains per week, and sball it be said there is no law in a British 
~ Colony to punish such inhumanity? Is this an offence of so light a nature 
that one of your body thought it scarcely worthy of notice, and would not 
proceed even to the trial of it without my interference? Our Sovereign and 
our Country, believe me, will think very differently ! 

I have only in conclusion to observe, that eight days have now elapsed 
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‘sinee I transmitted to the:Bench the petition of a poor family, who have 
been in Slavery illegally for fifty years. You have, Gentlemen, before you 
the original manumission of this family. You have also on the public 
books of the country in your CourtsHouse this deed duly entered and re- 
corded, and svirely you will no longer defer to assert the claim of these 
people to their freedom, and place them in @ condition to establish the 
same before a Jury. 
. I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 
‘ Your most obedient bumble servant, 
(Signed) Gzo. Antuut, Colanel, Superintendent 
and Commandant. 


The Magistrates, $c. §¢. &. 
Enclosure, No. 5, in Colonel Arthur's Letter, 28th September, 1891. 


Fionpvgas, 8s. 
note BY THE KING.—A PROCLAMATION. 
Bal. 

Whereas it has appeared to us on an occasion of a late trial at ¢ Special 
Court, held at Belize-River’s Mouth on the @5th inst. that doubts have 
arisen in the minds of several of our Subjects settled in Honduras, whether 
an Act of the Legislature of our island of Jamaica, commonly called “ the 
Consolidated Slave Law,” is considered in force in our Settlement of Hon- 
duras: And whereas there are no other laws whatever for the protection of 
the Slave Population known or promulgated in our said Settlement, and 
deeming it to be absolutely necessary that the Slaves should not be deprived 
of that protection which humanity dictates, and the very existence of the 
country demands, We, by and with the advice of the Commissioners of our 
Supreme Court, now at Belize as a Council assembled, have issued this our 
Royal Proclamation, commending that the Consolidated Stave Law now in 
foree in our island of Jamaica, of which Honduras is a dependency, shall be 
the Law of our Settlement of Honduras, until other laws approved by us, or 
by any having authority from us, shall be enacted for the protection of the 
Slave Population. 

Witness Spa) Arthur, Esquire, Colonel, commanding our Troops in 
the Bay of Honduras, first Commissioner of our Supreme Court, and 
Superintendent in and over our Subjects settled at Honduras, this 
twent OnE day of September, A Domixi one thousand 
eight i red and twenty-one, and in the second year of our reign. 


. 


(Signed) Gro. ARTHUR, 


(Signed) B, Wiruss, Secretary. 
GOD SAVE THE KING. : 


By command, 


D. 


Extract of a Letter from Colonel Arthur to Earl Bathurst, K. G., dated Hendu- 
ras, 10th January, 1822. 4 
I did myself the honor to report to your Lordship, in my dispatch of thé 
Q8th Repipeie: last, the foc sain ais under. which Phad felt m self called 
upon to enforce by Proclamation the Gonsolidated Slave Law of Jamaica, a3 
far as it would apply in this Settlement, for the protection of the Slave Po- 
lation. i 
Although my dispatches will have apprised your Lordsbip I had ascer- 
tained beyond all doabe that, in many cases, the Slaves were severely op- 
pressed, I had certainly hitherto igi No just idea of the extent of their 
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grievances. Encouraged by the Proclamation (of the force and intent of 
yebich they appeared to form at the moment an erroneous notion), the num- 
hers who came forward in a few days filled me with no less astonishment, 
than the fraud and injustice which had so long been secretly practised to- 
wards them. Many of the representations I could well suppose were un- 
founded, and others exaggerated; but those which bore the stamp and cha- 
racter of plain truth, were still sufficient to create alarm for the consequen- 
ces of so much just excitement. 

The greater body of petitioners represented themselves to be native In- 
dians, or the descendants of Indians, and supplicated for my protection on 
the grounds of their having been brought from the Mosquito Shore, and for 
many years illegally held in Slavery by the Wood-cutters. On investiga- 
tion I found that their claim had been set up at sundry times many years 

ago, and, its validity being denied by the Bench and Juries, the poor Indi- 
ans had since patiently submitted to a yoke they were unable to cast off. 

The general history of this Continent, and the principlas which his Ma- 
jesty’s Government has invariably observed towards its native inhabitants, 
left no doubt on my mind that the pretensions of these claimants were 
founded no less in justice than in Jaw; but as in a confined community, 
such as this, the interest of one is the {interest of all, and, as the question of 
right had been positively negatived hy the Court, I considered it would be 

isable to suspend any measures until I had referred the point for the advice 
of some competent professional Gentleman, Submitting, therefore, the case 
of the Indians for the opinion of his Majesty’s Attorney-General at Jamaica, 

I determined in the mean time that the issue of one or two of those suits 
righ tried, which rejated to the freedom of whole families of African 

egroes. ; 

. After considerable hesitation and delay the Bench consented that writs of 
replevin should be issued to the descendants of two Slaves, named “ Rhode- 
Island” and “‘ Phillis,” who claimed their freedom by virtue of the manu- 
mission of their Master, Mr. Cahoon, who died in the year 1768 ; but as 
bonds, amounting to the enormous Sum of 4000/. were necessary to be en- 

. tered into before the writs could be taken up, a difficulty still presented it- 
self, which would have been insurmountable to these poor people without 
my assistance. The bonds, however, being executed, the case came on at 
the October Grand Court, and by the verdict of a Jury » family of eighteen 
poor creatures, who had been unjustly held in Slavery for fifty-three years, 
ware set at liberty. The Slavery of this family was mainly iusisted upon by 

Mr, Bowen, who held six of them in servitude, and whose inhuman conduct 

formed the subject of my last dispatch. 

_ The second case which came on was unsuccessful, although the grounds 

were the same with those which had been favorably disposed of only the 
day before. At this trial no Jess than three of the Magistrates left their 
seats as Bariies interested to defend the suit against the Slaves; but, not- 

LWithstanding the effect of this (which your Lordship may well conceive in 
such a community), the first Jury sat the day and night without agreein 
in a verdict, and it was not until a new trial with another Jury was ordere 
that the Slaves were nonsuited. ; 

The result of this trial, and the evident spirit of opposition to the poor 
Slaves, determined mé never again to seek redress for them in the Court as 
it 1g at present constituted ; and, on receiving, therefore, the opinion of his 

ajesty’s Attorney-General respecting the poor Indians, it became neces~ 
sary to resort to other means, and I trust the plan to which I have had re- 
caurse will meet your Lordship’s approbation. 

On the Sist ult. I assembled the Commissionérs of the Supreme Court 
and the Magistrates, with the principal Inhabitants (all being parties con- 
cerned), at the Government-House, and, having laid before them the opi- 
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nion of his Majesty’s Attorney-General, that it was illegat to hold‘the In 
dians or their descendants in Slavery, and having read to them the extract 
of the Consolidated Slave Law upon the Subject, I proposed the appointment 
of Commissioners to investigate into the descent of the reputed Indians, who 
should also award fair and reasonable reparation to such as had been ille- 
gally held in slavery. 

Conviction of the injury done these wretched people, and alarm for the 
consequences of a criminal prosecution, whilst the opinion of the Attorney. 
General left no room to doubt the issue before any Court, which might be 
established by his Majesty, led the Meeting to close immediately with my 
proposition, and I now do myself the honor to lay before your Lordship my 
Proclamation, asserting the right of all Indians and their descendants to 
theirs freedom, with copies of my letter to the Magistrates, and the warrant 
by which the Commission is constituted. 

Having first proposed the measure to the principal Wood-cutters and In- 

‘ habitants, and heaving it now optional on either side, after the destent is 
proved, to submit to the award of the Commissioners, or abide the censes 
quences, I hope your Lordship will not consider thatI have acted arbitrarily 
in. thus indirectly taking the matter out of the hands of the Magistrates; 
and, if [have rather exceeded the restricted limits of my authority as Super- 

, intendent by this interference, I must rest my excuse in the great necessity 
of doing justice to so many poor, oppressed, @hd much-injured people. The 
descent of these Indians, in many cases, can alone be established by the 
evidence of very aged people: consequently the delay of only a few months, 
in appealing to your Lordship, might have irrecoverably fixed many in Sla~ 
very for ever ! . 

Major-General Pye, having just arrived from Jamaica, attended the meet- 
ing oa the 8 tet ult. and has kindly offered me the benefit of his rank and ex- 
perience by acting as President of the Commission, ahd, as the cases ay\pear 

nerally to be exceedingly clear, the labors of the Commissioners will net, 

trust, be of long duration. 


E. 


Copy of a Letter from Colonel Arthur to the Earl Bathurst, K. G., dated 22d 
February, 1822. 
; ; an Government- House, Belisc, Hondares, 
My Lorp, . 29d Februery, 1892. . 

I have the honor to report to your Lordship that at the close of the poll 
on the Sist of December last, for the election of seven Magistrates to serve 
for the year 1822, Mr. Manfield William Bowen, whose character and con- 
duct I have so frequently been under the painful necessity of bringing under 
your Lordship’s notice, was of the number returned; and on the Provost 
Marshal-General’s waiting upon me, agreeable to use, with the return of 
the poll for my approval or disapproval, [ objected to his person, 

As Mr. Bowen, I understand, petitions, through some Solicitor in Lon~ 
don, your Lordship for redress, I beg, by submitting @ copy of my letter to the 
Magistrates at the moment of his disqualification, with copies annexed of 
the documents to which that letter refers, tu place your Lordship in the full 

ssession of the circumstances which have governed my conduct towasds 
this individual ; and to those documents | would earnestly beg to draw your 
Lordship’s particular attention, as an additional evidence of the total and 
absolute impossibility of protecting the Slave Population under the present 
system of jurisprudence in the colony. 

My avowed motive for dissenting to the return of Mr. Bowen was to pa- 
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lyse the capacity of a person so disposed to treat the Shave Population 
anh severity and cruelty, aod how far subsequent events have confirmed. 
the necessity of such a measure your Lordship will judge on the perusal of 
the accompanying examination, taken en ogth before the Commissioners 
appointed to investigate into the claims of reputed Indians. 

The flagrant conduct of Mr. Bowen and Clarissa Paslow towards the 
popr female Indian, whose complaint forms the matter of examination; and 
who is held in Slavery by Clarissa Paslow, it is impossible to pass over, and 
no less impossible to punish in this country; and I therefore beg to submit 
the case to your Lordsbip’s consideration and judgment. 

- I have, &c. 
(Signed) ’ Gro. Axrrun. ° 

P. S. In. the body of my dispatch I have already entreated your Lord- 
ship’s attention to the enclosures, In my letter of. the gath of October, 
your Lordship will observe that I called most earnestly upon the Magis- 
trates to interfere in behalf of the Slaves under the management of Dr. 
Bowen, My intercession has been totally disregarded, and it is now re- 
ported to me that a large body of these Slaves have taken to the woods. 


G, A. 
The Right Hon, Eorl Batuvast, Sc. he, §c. 


F. 


Extract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Inhabitants, in Publie 
Meeting assembled, Monday the 3d July, 1815, wherein they: passed a vote, 
discontinuing their Agent in Britain, 

Resolved, That in consequence of the communication made this day to 
the Public by Major George Arthur, his Majesty’s Superintendedt, in future 
the office of Agent for the Public of Honduras be done away, and it is here- 
by annulled accordingly; and that all representations, deemed necessary to 
be made to his Majesty’s Government in future, shall be through the me- 
dium of his Majesty’s Superintendent, 


G. , q 
Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Arthur to the Earl Bathurst, K.G., 
dated Honduras, 5th March, 1829, enclosing copies of Addresses to him. 

On the arrival of Major-General Pye in December last, before the offen- 
sive matter of the Indians was investigated, and when. it was supposed I was 
on the eve of my departure for England, the accompanying Addresses from 
the Inhabitants were presented to me through the Magistratesy being some 
of those very individuals who are now most angry and most violent. ; 

The sentiments conveyed in the Address of the White Inhabitants, when 

. compared with the present oeiepis no feeble confirmation [of the account] 
‘of the erm disposition which I have always given of the public; and, 
although, indeed, I was well aware that it did not speak the real sentiments 
of many, such testimony, as to the line of proceeding by which I have, uni- 
formly been guided, myerpepe the strongest I could possibly lay before your 
Lordship, and may help by comparison to illustrdte any obscurity in the 
representations which now may go forth. ; 

The Address of the Free People of Color comprehends, I believe, without® 
exception, the name of every Male Inhabitant of that class of any reputaa 
tion in the Colony, and, alshough its language is lees ardent, it is infinitely 
“more acceptable to me, being founded in the sincere respect and gratitude 
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ef those unfortubate pecs who have been rather the objects of suspition 
and dread in every other colony. 


No. I. 


Extract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of a General Meeting of the Inha- 
bitants, held at the Court-House, Belize, in Hondurus, on Monday the 19th 
day of November, 1821. 


Colonel Arthur observed, “ From the agitation which has been already 
excited, not only various petitions are now. before me from African Negroes, 
but a large body of persons have remonstrated upon their being, as descend- 
ants of Native Indians, illegall; and unjustly held in Slavery. By firm and 
prudent measures on your part this day, in disposing of the Resolution to 
which I have adverted, some confidence I trust will be restored in the Slave 
Population, and time thereby afforded for a dispassionate consideration of 
the case of the Indians, . 

“ My wish is to decline giving any opinion whatever at present upon the 
merits of.the petition of the Indians, Many individuals, I can well believe, 
who are represented to hold them, have been unconscious of their descents 
* and whilst, therefore, I desire to afford relief to the complainants, I would 
on no account be hurried into the smallest act of injustice. The plan I 
propose pursuing is (and I hope it will satisfy all, parties) to call upon a 
Committee of the most intelligent persons concerned to state the grounds, 
on which they defend their right to the servitude of these people, and then 
to transmit the same, with the petitions, to his Majesty’s Government for 
instructions upon the several questions.” 


No. II. 


: At a Meeting, assembled at the Government- House, Belize, in Honduras, 
Monday the 31st of December, 1821 : 

Present :—His Majesty’s Superintendent, Major General Pye, the Judges 
of the Supreme Court, the Magistrates of the Settlement, the Reverend 
John Armstrong, the principal Officers of the Garrison, the Field-Officers of 
the Prince Regent’s Royal Honduras Militia, the Secretary and Assistant 
Secretary of his Majesty's Superintendent, the King’s Advocate, P.r. the 
Keeper of Public Records, p.t. the Provost-Marsha!-General, the Officer of 
Police, the Crown-Surveyor, the Paymaster of the Prince Regent’s Royal 
Honduras Militia:— 

His Majesty’s Superintendent addressed the Meeting on the subject of 
the Indians as follows: 

“ At the opening of the late Public Meeting, Gentlemen, I alluded to the 
state of Slavery, in which several Indians and their descendants were held 
by some of the Inhabitants of this Settlement; and I also suggested mea- 
sures which I proposed adopting upon the subject, trusting it would have 
met with general approbation. 

“ The circumstance, however, passed without the smallest attention, and 
I am left in ignorance, to the present moment, whether the proposition was 
satisfactory, or otherwise, to the community. , 

“The Pompey having, since the Public Meeting, presented me with an 
opportunity of referring the case for the opinion of the Attorney-General at 
Jamaica, i shall beg to read to you the answer I received from William 
Bullock, Esq.” 


King’s House, Jamaica, 12th December, 1821. 


Siz 
L have received and Jaid befure the Lieutenant-Governor your letter to me 
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of the 96th of November last, with its two enclogures, and now enclose, for 
your infurmation, the Attorney-General’s opinion upon the several points 
referred to him. ‘ ney 

His Honor is glad to find that the opinion of Mr. Burge coincides so com- 
pletely with yours, aod that you will be able to persevere in your humane 
and considerate endeavours to relieve the poor Indians, who appear to have 
~ been unjustly detained in bondage, from their present unhappy state; and 
he hopes you wil! omit no means of doing these persons ainple justice. 
‘J may not probably be able to satisfy your inquirles as to the manumis- 
alon supp to be un recotd here by the present opportunity, as the search 
may occupy some time; but I will send you all the information on this 
point that oan be obtained hete as soon as possible. 

I have the honor to be, &e. 
(Signed) W. Buctocz, 


Spanish-Town, 11th December, 1821. 


Sin, : 

T have the honor to ackttowledge the receipt of your letter of this day’s 
date, enclosing a letter from his Majesty’s Superintendent at Honduras, to- 

ther with two dotuments which accompanied it, Having perused and 
considered them, 1 beg leave to report to you, for the information of his 
Honor the Lieutenant-Govetnor, my opinion on the four questions proposed 
in the Superintendent’s letter, as follows: ; 

First,—British subjects cannot, undet any circunystances, hold in Sla+ 

- very the Native Indians of the Continent of America, or their descend- 
ants. ; ; a ; 

Second.—British subjects (whether the original importers, or others 
who have since become possessed of them) cannot legally retain in Sia- 
very the Indians, brought into the Settlement of Honduras from, the- 
Mosquito Shore, or their descendants. 

Third.—British subjects, who knowingly-persist in holding these In- 
dians in Slavery, are subject to a criminal prosecution. For the purpose 
of removing such Indians from the control of those who hold them ip 
‘Slavery, writs of homine replegiando should be issued against such per- 
fons at the suit of the Indians detained. * 

Fourth.—Su¢h Indians would be entitled to damages from the persons 
who had knowingly detained them in Slavery. 

} have to express my entire concurrence in the opinion which the Super. 
intendent has formed of the effect of Sir Basil Keith’s Proclamation, and of 
the total inadmissibility of any title which can be alleged against the right 
of these persons to their freedom. . This right is so clear, and has been 
from a véry early period in the history of this island, so constantly protected 
by his Majesty’s Government, that 1 strongly recommend that the Superin- 
tendent should afford them every aid, which his official situation supplies, 
ii asserting and recovering it, : 

I will direct the Solicitor of the Crown to make the requisite search in she 
Secretary’s Office for the manumission referred to in the Postscript of the 
Superintendenv’s letter. 

, I aie thought it advisable not to delay my repurt until it has been 
ound, 


‘ 


I am, &c. E > 
(Signed) Wittram Burnes, 


William Bullock, Esq. King’s House. 


His Majesty’s Superintendent then referred the Meeting to the Consoli- 
dated Slave Law ef Janilon: cap, 28, cl. 1; and caiee ex 


eee ii SS = —— 
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although it was his fixed determination to do justice to the Indians held in 
Slavery, he still desired to excite the least possible commotion in the 
community, or prejudice to those who unknowingly held these people in 
Slavery ; and suggested, whether the appointment AF Commission to heay 
the evidence in proof of Indian descent, and of the arguments opposed by 
their Proprietors, would be satisfactory 5 requesting the Geatlemen would 
propose any plan by which justice cauld be done to the Indians without 
reference to lega! prosecutions ; 

The Meeting unanimously expressed it as their opinion, that if his 
Majesty’s Superintendent woul appoint a Commissjan, with adequate 
pecbele for the purpose of investigating the claims of the Indians, ar theig ” 

escendants, on the one hand, and of the Proprietarsan the ather, it would 
be the means of affording justice to all parties, as individuals would then 
have an opportunity of either emancipating persons proving themselves tq 
be Indians, or of standing 4 prosecution for holding them in Slavery, 


No. {II. 
Letter rom Colonel Arthur, his Majesty's Superintendent, to the Mugistrates 
f enclosing Proclondtion seebject Indians, i , 


Government- House, Belize, 
Gentlemen, : 6th January, 1822. 
Referring to the proceedings at the Government-House, on the Sist ult., 
finding a number of Indians are on the eve of being sent into the interior, 
Ihave this day issued a Proclamation, asserting the right of, all Indians 
and their descendants to their freedom, and pointing out the means pro- 
vided, by which they may establish their descent. 
. Aslam desitous that ne onnecessary udpleasant sensation may be exe 
cited at this season, whilst ao many African Negroes are in the town, I 
beg to enclose the Proclamatian te the Bench, that it may be promulgated 
in such manner as may be considered most advisable by the Magistrates; 
taking care, of course, that all. parties concerned are duly apprised thereof, 
The duty which will be imposed on the Commissioners, although it m 
be of short duration, will necessarily be, as far as regards the Inhabitants, 
of an unpleasant nature, and ‘it is not to be expected that their services 
abould be gratuitous: I would therefore propose one half of the expense 
incurred should be defrayed by his Majesty's Goyernment in behalf of the 
Indians, and the other moiety, as the community at large ave so generally 
_ concerned, by the Public Treasurer. tae i 
The right of the Iudiaos and their descendants being now &¢ incentro- 
vertibly established, you will, I am persuaded, be coavinced, that it is my 
duty to afford them all the protection in my power; bot in vindicating 
their rights, and looking for a just and reasonable indemnification for the 
injury they have sustained, I would desire to act with the utmost forbear- 
ance towards those Inhabitants who have, unconscious of these rights, beld 
them in a state of Slavery. 
I have the honeur to be, 
Gentlemen, ‘ 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
Geo. AaTHUR. 


The Magistrates, Sc. §c. &¢- ae! 
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No. IV. 
Colonel Arthur's Proclamation.—Indians. 


A halal nanrdad ie cn a ; 
By George’ Arthur, uire, Colonel, his Majesty’s Superin- 
(szaL) Sie and rpm pe hia ar rw of all his Majesty's 
Subjects settled in Honduras, &c. &. &c. 

Wuereas it appears by sundry Petitions, which have been presented to 
“me, that a great number of Native Indians or their descendants are held in 
Slavery in this Colony; and whereas the same is illegal: I do hereby in 
his Majesty’s name assert the right of all such Indians or their descendants 
to their freedom, And, in order that these persons may have the means of 
fully establishing their descent, a Board of Commissioners will be forth- 
with constituted and appointed, with ample powers to investigate into the 
fame ; and all persons who, under any pretensions whatsoever, hold these 
Indians or their descendants /» servitude, are hereby required and enjvined 

to afford them every facility in appearing before the said Commissioners, 
Given under my Hand and Seal at Arms, at the Government-House, 
Belize, Honduras, this the fifth day of January, in the second year of 
his Majesty’s Reign, Aunoque Domini one thousand eight hundred 

and twenty-two, 


Honpvusas, 88, 


Gro. AgtauR, 
By command of his Majesty’s Superintendent, 


B, Wi ts, Sec. 
GOD SAVE THE KING. 


No. V. 


Extract of a Letter from Colonel Arthur to Earl Bathurst, K. G., dated 
Honduras, 10th January, 1822, enclosing copy of Letter to Mr. Bullock, 
and which will be found under Letter D of thas Appendiz, page 65. 


Enclosure in the foregoing Letler. 
Colonel Arthur to Wm. Bullock, ee Secretary to the Lieutenant-Governor of 
famaica. 


Government-House, Belize, Hi 
Sre, 26th Novemter, Serre 

I do myself the honor to communicate to you, that in consequence of 
some proceedings in the Courts of this Settlement about six weeks since, it 
was developed, that a large number of persons were most unjustly held in 
Slavery ; a prosecution was in consequence instituted by the acting King’s 
Advocate (Major Coatquelvin), and, notwithstanding the greatest opposi~ 
tion, the freedom of eighteen was established by a Bench and Jury. 

The petitions from persons representing themselves to be unjustly beld 

. in Slavery, which have since been laid before me, are so numerous, and the 
injustice which bas for years been practised is so extensive, that I feel it 
necessary to proceed with the greatest circumspection. - 

Amongst other applicants, a very large body of persons claim their 
freedom from Indian descent. 

After a strict search into the old Mosquito Shore Records, the enclosed 
Proclamation by Sir Basil Keith has been discovered with an advertisement 
by Colvil Briton, by which it 5 ae the Governor of Jamaica had ob- 
tained information that several Native Indians had been enslaved at the 
Mosquito Shore, and, after noticing the illegality and inhumanity of the 
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measure, the Proclamation most strictly prohibited. the practiee. This-Pro- 
ctlamation was forwarded to Mr. Lawrie, the then acting Superintendent, 
who, being himself deeply implicated.in this inhuman transaction, seems 
to have shuffled over the difficulty by calling for a return of the Indian 
Staves io possession of British subjects, and prohibiting the englaving of any 

, without taking any steps towards the emancipation of those who were 
at the time held in Slavery; the consequence was, that on the evacuation 
of the Shore, these poor creatures, with their chijdren, were shipped off for 
Honduras, where, with their descendants, they have ever since been conti- 
nued in bondage. “he de! 

These Indians have of course, in some cases, passed by sale from their 
original importers into other hands; and such proprietors refuse to admit 
their right to freedom on the grounds of their having (as they consider) 
fairly purchased them; others maintain, that although Sir Basil Keith’s Pro- 
clamation prohibited the further Slavery of Indians, he did not require those 
to be given up who were already in Slavery. Both arguments appear to me 
equally weak and untenable; Sir Basil Keith’s Proclamation can never be 
considered to sanction an act, which, I believe, has ever been deemed ille- 
gai; and although his Proclamation did not “specifically require the imme- 

date emancipation of the Indians then in Slavery, it is very probable in- 
Structiang to that.effect accompanied the Proclamation; Besides, itexpressly 
interdicts any more Indians being shipped off from the Shore, and of course, 
without an infraction of that part of the Proclamation, they could not have 
been broughit to Honduras; but, as I am unassisted by any Professional Ad- 
wiser, I beg to entreat you will have the goodness to lay this Dispatch be- 
- fore his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, who, in compassion to these 
much injured people, will, I am sure, permit their case to be referred for 
the opinion of his Majesty’s Law-Officers at Jamaica, in order to my being 
advised upon the following points: - 

First.—Can British Subjects, under any circumstances, hold in Slavery 

Native Indians of the Continent of America, or their descendants? 

Second.—If so, can his Majesty’s Subjects, whether the original import- 
ers or others (who have since become possessed of them), legally retain 
in Slavery the Indians, brought into this Settlement from the Mosquito 

Shore, or their descendants? . ' 

Third.—Is there any-penalty attached to British Subjects persisting in 
holding these Indians in Slavery; and can they only be compelled fo give © 
them up by a Jegal process? This is very essential, because there is no 
hope of obtaining a verdict in the Courts of the Settlement in favor of the 

Todians, : 

Fourth.—Are the Indians (many being advanced in years) entitled to 

. damages for the injury they have sustained ? 

1f any record of Sir Basil Keith’s instryctions, which accompanied the 
Proclamation, can be found, his Excellency General Conran will probably 
allow me to be furnished with a copy, together with any other documents, 
‘which may throw light upon this interesting subject. __ oe 

The schooner Pompey, by which I transmit this: Dispatch, will return 
immediately to Belize; and as, in consequence of the death of one of the 
old Mosquito Shore Settlers, a large body of these Indians are on the eve of 
being diiposed of, I very earnestly beg, if it is possible, to be favored with 
the advice, of which I stand so greatly in need. ion 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. &o. 
: piano) Gro. ARgruour. 

P.S.—There is a very large family of poor Slaves, who were peta up 

from the Mosquito Shure, on the Bid by the.widow of a Mr, Witham 
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Cahoon, genesally known by the naree of Captain Cahooa. There people 
street cabatelbed: Ade fisec were freed from Slavery by their Master 
previous to bis death, and thet the msnumission of their, grandmother, 
named Rose or Rosetta, is on record in Jamaica. ; 

There are papers.which give the strongest appearance of truth to theit 
statements, and the manumission will be moet probably dated in the year 
1672; but it might not have been recorded for some years after. Is it 
sible to trace whether there is on record any manumission of Slaves by. the 
said Mr, William Cahoon? . ; 


‘(Signed) Gxo, Aataur. 
Wm. Bullock, Esq. &e. §c. $e ; 
No. VI. = 
The Magistrates of Honduras to his Majesty's Superintendent, Lieutenant- , 
Colonel Arthur. 


‘ Court-House, Belize, Honduras, January 7th, 182%. - 
mR, > 
We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th 
inst. enclosing your Proclamation, giving notice that 2 Board of Commis+ 
sioners will he constituted for the purpose of investigating into the claims 
of the Indians and their descendants. 
‘In reply, we beg leave to inform you, that we have directed the said Pro« 
claviation to be posted up ia different parte of the town, for the informatea 
and guidance of those concerned. And we beg leave futtber ta state, that 
in our opinion no persons need refuse to serve gratuitously on such a-busi« 
ness; but, should expence be unavoidable, we would prefer its being altoge- 
ther defrayed by. the Settlement.. p 
We have the honor to be, Sir, é 
Your most obedient bumble servants, . 
j . +» Geo. Grasew, 
é Jonx W. Waigsr. 
. Ww. Gewres. 
George Arthur, Esq. Colonel, his Majesty's Superintendent, 
Commandant, Sc. &c. &¢. 


’ 


No. VII. 
Colonel Arthur to the Magistrates of Honduras, naming Commissioners. 
Gover nment- House, Belize, 8th January, 1822. 
' GENTLEMEN, ‘ j ‘ 
I beg to acquaint you that I have this day constituted a Board of Com- 
Mission, and appginted Major-General Pye, James liyde, Esq. and John . 
Coatquelvin, Esq. to be his Majesty’s Commissioners for the purpose of 
investigating into the claims of those persons in the Settlement, who repre- 
sent themselves to be of Indian descent, and are consequently illegally held 
in a state of servitude. 
_ The Board, will open their Commission at the Court-House, on the morn- 
ing of Wednesday next, at ten o’clock, and, after the Members are duly 
pecan will at once proceed on the important business confided to their 
_ Charge, ‘ 
I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, . 
Your most obedient humble servant, 


é Geo, Antuur. 
The Magistrates, &c. &c. &c. 
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Colonel Arthur's Warrant to take the Indians from their Proprietors, 
Honnvgas, ss, he gins 
'.  » By George Arthur, Esq. Coldnel, his Majesty’s Superintendent 
ee) and Commander in Chief of ull his Majeaty’s bubjecte set- 
as i H.Py ‘ee éc. &o. &e. 

o A. H. Pye, Major-General in his Majesty’s Forest, James Hyde, Esq. 
one of the Judges of the Supreme Court, and John Contqualvin, Esq, 
Major in his Majesty's Forces, and acting King’s Advocate, his Majes- 
ty’s Commissioners for investigating the descent of reputed Indians and 
their descendants, 

Wagaeas it appears by the representation you have made to me this day, 
che the punishment which has been inflicted on-“.Bess Meighan,” 
reputed Indian (held in Slavety by Clatiesa Paslow, a mulatto woman, coha- ' 
biting with and living in the house of an inhabitant named Manfield William 
Bowen, commonly called Doctor Bowen), as well as by other complaints 
which have bees personally made to me, that these reputed Indians are 
erpeaed.to much savere treatment by the prejudice excited against them in 

of your investigation : : ee 
c@hereas it:ia my-bounden duty, during the inquiry of the Commis, 
sioners, to afford these poor people all the protection in my power, I do 
heseby authorise and require you, in his Majesty's name, to take:all the 
tepated: Indiana wander your especial charge; and to afford them the like 
tertion which they would enjoy, in case writs of: homine replegiando had 
n-issued from any-of bis Majesty's Courts at their suit) - 

Aad you are hereby fusther empowered to investigate, inquire, and exa- 
mine on‘oath, into the complaints of these people, especially into that which 
is the subject of your representation, touching any ill usage they may have 
received from the’ persons who hold them in Slavery, or others, in order 
that you may fully report to me thereon. : 

Given unden my Hand and Seal at the Government House, Belize, 

Honduras, this 92d day of January, 1822, 


- (Bigned) ' Geo. Antava, 
No. IX, 
Commissioners’ Warrant to the Provost-Marshal-General. 


DURAS, 88. é 
ae : By A. H: Pye, Esq. Major-General of his Majesty’s Forces, 
. James Hyde, Esq. one of the Judges of the Supreme Court, 

and John Coatquelvio, Esq. Major in his Majesty’s Forces, 
and acting King’s Advocate, his Majesty’s Commissioners 
for investigating the descent of reputed Indians and theis 

; descendants, &c. &c. &c. SY ae 

To Richard Davies Bull, Esq. Provost-Marshal-General of this Settlement. 
By virtue of the power and authority yested in us by a warrant, issued by 
his Majesty’s Superintendent this day, wherein we are authorised and re- 
quired to take all the repnted Indians under our especial charge, and to 
afford them the like protection, which they would enjoy in case writs of 
homine rep{egiendo bad been issued from any of his Majesty’s Courts at their 


* These are therefore in his Majesty’s name to require and command you 
to cacry into. full effect the intent and meaning of the said warrant to us 


issyed, and that you do inform the present possessor or possessors of al} 
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reputed Indians, whose claims to freedom have been laid before us, of the 
same, for their guidance. ; : oe, He 

Given under our Hands and Seals at Belize, in Honduras, this ¢¢d day 

of January, 1822. ! 


aa & Sh A. H. Prz, Major-General, President, (Seal.) 
Sok Jas. Hyox, ; Seal.) 
J. CoaTquervrm. Seal.) 
By command, bat 
(Signed) Jas. A. CanMicmatt, 
Clerk to the. Board of Indian Chaims. 
’ ae ? 
‘ No. X. ' 
Colonel Arthur, his Majesty’s Superintendent, to the Magistrates.— His 
Narrative.of Indian Business, 


Government- House, Belize, 28th January, 182%: 
GENTLEMEN, 


At the Meeting held at the Government-House, on the 31st Derember 
last, after laying before the Gentlemen assembled the opinion of the King’s 
_ Attorney-General at Jamaica, upon the subject of the claim of certain peti- 
tioners, who asserted their right to freedom, on the'grounds of their being 
native Indians or the descendants of Indians, and having read an extract 
from the Laws of Jamaica thereon, it seemed to be unanimously admitted 
that such claimants, if they proved their descent, could not be legally held 
in Slavery. With this understanding, in place of agitating the question in 
a Court of Law, I i the by deme of Commissioners to investi- 
gate into the descent of the reputed Indians, and to propose such reparation 
as they might consider these people entitled to for the injury they sus- 
tained; declaring’ it was my intention, after receiving the Report of the 
Commissioners, not-to compel either party to submit to their decision, but 
to make it optional to accede thereto, or abide the consequence of praceed- 
ings before such tribunals as his Majesty io his pleasure might be pleased 
to establish, 

‘Phis proposition being unanimously approved, on the $d inst. I issued a 
Proclamation, declaring in general terms the freedom of the native Indians 
and their descendants, and on the 8th inst. a Board was constituted by 
Commission, to investigate the claime of such individuals as asserted them- 
selves to be of Indian descent, ‘ if 

This arrangement [ then believed (and am now confirmed in the suppo- 
sition) to be most calculated to do justice to the reputed’ Endians, with the 
least possible prejudice to that part of tlie community, who might unknow- 
ingly hold such persons in Slavery; and although I foresaw that much irri- 
tation was almost unavoidable, as soon as the Indians should discover that 
their neue would be protected, I still depended that the personal responsi- 
bility of those, who had illegally held them in Slavery, would be sufficient 
to prevent any very violent proceedings, 

It was with deep regret I found myself disappointed in this expectation; 
in place of making due allowance for the situation and feelings of these 
much-injured people, such a spirit of resentment has been manifested to- 
wards them in several instances, that I bave been constrained, upon the 
representation of the Commissioners, tu pea i their powers for the protec- 
tion of the Indians, and they have very prudently placed them under the 
charge of the Provost-Marshal-General. ' 

This, Gentlemen, is the actual state of the case up to the present mo- 
ment, and, in place of any attempt to intimidate the Provost-Marshal-Ge- 
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neral in the exeeutiosr of his duty, I am persuaded it will be.the wisdom. of 


. all parties concerned quietly to acquiesce therein until the Commissioners 


have congluded and laid their report before me,, when every case, which can 
be adjusted here, will be referred to the persons interested for their allowance 
or disallowance. I am indyced to make this full communication in the 
hope that the Bench will use its influence (and much may certainly be done 
by explanation and persuasion) to preyent unnecessary irritation. At the 
sameé time I must frankly declare, that I have taken the fixed determination 
to allow no campromise or accommodation on behalf of those who shall ex- 
cite. further commotion} but, placing the Indians under the protection of 
the Provost-Marshal-General, aint by the earliest opportunity, refer all 
such cases to his Majesty’s Government, praying that a masdamus from the 
Court of King’s Bench may be issued to remove such pasties to England 
for trial at the suit of the Indians, ew 
- The present excitement appears to me to be founded in thie very injurious 
and erroneous notion, entertained upon this important question by the par- 
ties who hold the Indians in Slavery: they seem to consider that.their inte- 
reat and their-convenience are.the. primary objects to. be consulted ; whereas, 
by every unprejudiced. mind, any loss they may sustain, or any privation 
they may endure, must be regarded as a very secondary consideration, in 
comparison to the dver-ruling necessity of doing justice to the injured and ° 


degraded Indians. ehecsc 
et Oe _ I have the bonor to be, Gentlemen, . : 
‘ rs me Your obedient humble servant, ; 
, (Sigued) Gso, AntuoR. . 
ee ew: “ENG XIe ons 


The Magistrates to Colonel Arthur. : 
ACh Court-House, Belite, Honduras, February 5th, 1892. ' 
Sir, ' Oh 
We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter, of date the’ 
asth ult., being a narrative of your proceedings in asserting the claims.of ' 
Indians, and the descendants of Indians, to their freedom. In reply, we 
solicit you wil! cause to be laid before us for our guidance all the documents 
on which the Attorney-General of Jamaica has grounded his opmion. 
We have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servants, ; 
* Jonn W. Waycut. D. Witsox, | 
Epwarp Mricuan. Tuos. Ines. 
Tuos. Frain. : . 
Esq. Colonel, his Majesty's Superintendent, . 
Commandant, &c. &c. &c. : 
No. XII. 


At a Meeting assembled at the Government- House, Belise, Honduras, om 
Monday the 11th of February, 1822: 


Geo. Arthur, 


Present :—His Majesty’s Sup 


erintendent, 


‘Major-General. Pye,. The Rev. John Armstrong, 
Teanga William Maskall, 
-Thomas Iles, x: \ William S. Eve, 
David Betson, © )R. D. Ball, ' 
_ Browne Willis, ‘5 < William Usher, 
John S. August, Et Thomas Pickstock, 
John Coatquelvin, Richard Ward, 


. Aschd, Colquhoun, 


George Sproat. ” 


James Alexander Carmichael, Assistant Keeper of Re» 
cords,’ as Clegk to the Meeting. 
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His Majesty’s Superintendent then addreseod the Meeting as follows: 
“ GenTLemeEn, ‘ 
“ In the following Letter, which I addressed to the Magistrates on the 
48th ult., I have detailed my proceedings es oil the claims ef the reputed 
Indians, and theis descendants, up te that date,” ’ ; z 


For Letter, see No. X, in this Appendiz. 7 


@ In addition to the observations contained in this Letter, it. escaped me 
to remark, that after having suggested the appointment of Commissioners, 
1 proposed your taking some little time to consider the measure, and tha’ 
the Meeting might be again convened ia the course of a few days... 

«¢ This precaution, you will recollect, was deemed unnecessary ; and Tam 
persuaded it was at that time the deliberate judgment of the Meeting that 
the Attorney-General’s opinion was so clear and decisive, that any aa 
prosecution in behalf of the Indians should by all means, if possible, be 
avoided. . . 

“ Thus much I have thought it necessary to premise before I enter upon 
the Report of the Commissioners, because, on a perusal of it, I find that 

tensions have been since set up to establish the right of holding these 
ndians in Slavery, which certainly were not thought of atthe Meeting, 

“J am not weighing the strength of these pretensions, nor am I question~ 
ing the propriety of any individuals subsequently bringing forward arg 
ments, which did not present themselves to his mind, or more probably did 
not come within his knowledge, at the Meeting of the 31st of December: 
My only desire. is, that it should be strictly borne in remembrance how the 
question stood on that day, as it was the foundation on which I have since 
proceeded. . 3 

“ The Clerk of. the Board of Commissioners will not read the Report of 
the Commissioners. Ag: 


Report read: See this Appendis, No. XXIT. 
“Buch, Gentlemen, is the deliberate judgment which the Commissio- © 
nets, on their oath, have formed upon this important case; and I cannot 
avoid this public opportunity of expressing the great obligation I feel for the 
compreheusive view they have afforded me of this very interesting subject, 
and of bearing my jiapear ial! to the strict integrity of principle, which is ap- 
pe throughout the whole of their proceedings, as well towards the poor 

ndians as their asserted proprietors. 

“ AsI stated at the former Meeting, I shall not take upon myself to give 
freedom to one single Indian; but the temporary protection, which I have 
been constrained to afford them, must now be continued until their fate is 
finally determined; and it appears to me so just, and so reasonable, and so 
equitable, that this protection should be afforded them, (and which you must 
be sensible would he extended to them by every Court of Law in the West 
Indies), that with a perfect knowledge of its having excited much dissatis- 
faction, I cannot hesitate one moment in takin all the responsibility upon 
myself. But, having done thus much in behalf of the Indians, I am very 
far from being desirous to hurry the preprietors to any hasty decision; if, 
either to gain further information, to obtain legal advice, to search the Re- 
cords here or at Jamaica, or, as [ have understood some are desirous of 
dving, to petition his Majesty’s. Government, more time is desired, all that 
is reasonable will be fully and readily allowed ; and the petition, I do assure 
you, I will most cheerfully forward, even though it contains a representation 
of your alleged pavioees op my having taken these people from under 
your contrei; for I can most truly and conscientiously affirm it is my sin- 
cere desire, as I have expsessed.in the main artiele of the instructions to the 


“ 
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Commissioners, to de justice to the Petitioners with the least pos inj 
to bate ; i oe \ ae nie raed 
“There are cases which admit of no arrangement but the decision of ¢ 
Court of Law 5 but sincerely advising you, generally and dispassionately, to 
weigh the consequences of legal prosecutione, it now only remains for me 
to propose Se pag to my original declaration) to the decision of the pare 
ties concerned, as well the Indians as their asserted owners, whether they 
will acquiesce or ‘not in the Report of the Commissioners, which fully sub> 
stantiates, with the exception of one family, the Indian descent of all the 
Petitioners who have appeared before them; and it mast be remembered, 
that of this descent you-cannos plead ignorance from this day.” . oy 
After much conversation, his Majeaty’s Superintendent stated, “that he was 
sorry to perceive that transmitting the whole of the documents to his Ma- 
jesty’s Government was the only alternative ; but begged all the parties oom 
cerned to understand, that if they had any petition or case which they de- 
sired to tranemit, he would be most ready to forward it with the Report of 
the Commissioners.” . . a atta 


; eee ee NeektiC propped 
Estract-of a Letter from Colonel Arthur to Earl Bathurst, K, G., dated 
Government House, Belize, Hondurcs, February’ 28th, 1822. - 


The dispatch, which I did myself the honor to address to your Lordship 
on'the 10th of January last, will have informed your Lardship, that a num- 
ber of persons had petitioned in this Colony, representing themselves to be 
Indians or descendants of Indians; that his Majesty’s Attorney-General at 
Jamaica had given his unqualified opinion, that these people could not. bé 
held in Slavery; that from some difficulties it was not possible to follow an 
mode of proceeding by Law; and that, therefore, at the most respectable 
eneral Meeting it was in my power to convene, | had. proposed the inves- 

tigation of the descent of these petitioners Ly Commissioners, who should 
also be empowered to award reasonable reparation for the injury they had 
sustained, which proposition having met the unanimous concurrence of the 
Meeting, Major-General Pye, James Hyde, and John Coatquelvin, Esqrs,’ 
had been appvinted Commissioners. , , eck Bye te k 

It is now my duty to report, that the Board opened thei Commission and 
proceeded to business the 9th of January, and matters went on in a satisfac. 
tory manner for some days, wien it was discovered by some of the asserted 
Proprietors, that a law had been pee zy the Legislature of Jamaica, in 
the year 1741, upon the subject of enslaved Indians, by a provision of which 
Act, although the practice was strongly reprobated and strictly prohibited, 
the Owners of such Indians. were continued in possession of their property, 
and were only required to register their Indian Slaves. = : ‘ 

It was insisted, therefore, that a partial registry of Indians, which took 
place upon the Mosquito Shore in the year 1777, equally justified the Bri; 
tish subjects settled there in retaining such property; and that the Petitio- 
mers, who now claim their freedom, must for the most part have been the 
Indians then registered, or their descendauts ; or that atleast it was for them 
to prove the negative. | ae f eats 

This discovery was no sooner made, and the inference drawn from it pro- 
snulgated, than much excitement manifested itself.amongst the Proprietors, 
who, considering they had now found plausible grounds, on which they might 
make a stand for holding the Indians jn Slavery, suddenly changed the opi- 
they had formed at the Meeting on the 31st of December, an seemed to 
entertain a very general determination not to give up the reputed Indians, _ 
however. clearly their descent might be proved.’ The peor Petitioners ia 
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many cases sqon experieiited the sad effects of this alteration of sentimente, 
and one instance of inhumanity and severity so greatly excited the commi- 
seration of the Board of Commissioners, that they made it the: subject of a 
special examination and report, submitting at the same time that the autho- 
rity, with which they were invested, was not adequate to the effectual pro- 
tection of the reputed Indians. After an interview and consultation with 
the Commissioners, I issued a warrant, enlarging their powers, so as to 
enable them to afford these poor fore same protection, as they woul 
enjoy in case writs of homine replegiando had been issued at theit suits from 
any of his Majesty’s Courts. 
he Board having closed ‘its Report on Friday the Sth, I requested the 
Magistrates to summons for Monday the 11th inst. the Meeting, which had 
been before convened, and beg to lay before your Lordship copy of the mi- 
nute of the proceedings, the result of whichy your Lordship will perceive, 
bas left me no alternative, but submitting the iReport of the Commissioners, 
‘with the Appendix, for the consideration and decision of his Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, Wholly disregarding the arbitration of the Commissioners, the 
determination is not to give up the Indians, whose descent, with the 
exception of one family, has been clearly proved, but by compulsion ! 

‘No other plea was offered at the Meeting for this determination but.the 
Act of 1741, which, whilst it branded the practice of enslaving the poor In- 
dians as “ unfair, barbarous, and pernicious,” most uneccountably admitted 
a clause, dooming the wretebed beings, who already had-been torn from the 
‘bosom of their families, and introduced into Jamaica, to the misery of Sla- 
very ; and it is within this extraordinary provision of the Act that the pro- 
prietors now entrench themselves. : 

Unacquainted with all the circumstances, under which this Act of 1741 
was passed, it may be harsh to stigmatise it as a disgrace to the Statute-Book 
of Jamaica ; but it appears most preposterous to cuntend that it ever could 
have any force upon the Continent of America, much less that any provi- 
sion it contains can convey @ right to the servitude of those Indians ang 
their descendants, who were registered on the Mosquito Shore thirty-six 
years after the Act was passed. The authority of the Legislature of Jamaica 
indeed never extended over that Colony ; it was subject only to the control 
of the Governor, who, it is most clearly substantiated by the document 
comprehended in the rt, repeatedly sent down Orders and Proclama- 
tions, strictly prohibiting the enslaving of Ipdiaus. The instructions also 
recited in the Report, which were sent out by his Majesty’s tae 
breathe nothing but kindness and humanity towards the poor Indians, an 
uniformly manifest the most tender concern to secure the mildest treatment 
towards this inoffensive race of men; in place of which, by the affidavit of 


some of the most respectable evidences, your Lordship wil! observe, these 
‘ poor Indians were hunted down in all quarters, and absolutely smoked out 


of the holes and caves, in which they had taken refuge from their rapa~ 
cious and merciless pursuers. ! 

But the whole subject, my Lord, is 80 deeply considered in the Report of 
the Commissioners, that it is unnecessary for me to pursue it to any greater 
length. Every argument, which it was in my power to advance, I strenu- 
ously urged at the Meeting; to induce the parties concerned to submit to the 
arbitration of the Commissioners. : 

The protection which I have from necessity caused to be extended to the 
poor Indians, by placing them under the care of the Provost-Marsbal-Gene- 


~ ral, although in strict conformity to the proceetns. the Council of Pro- 


tection in Jamaica (being deemed exceedingly arbitrary), has given great 
: * On this Letter sec Defence, pages 38 and 54, 
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offence, and strong measyses are threatened to be pursued against me im- 
mediately on my arriyal in England; but even if, from the apprehension of 
personal consequences, I could now wish to abandon these poor people at 
such a moment, [ have gone too far to retract; and it alone remains for me 
go sulmit the case tu the wisdom of his Majesty’s Government, in the con- 
fident hope it will Le considered that I have done nothing more than my 
duty; and that some authority will be constituted with ample powers, to 
emancipate these pour Indiays from Slavery, and to award them just and 
hiberal reparation for the injury they have sustained. 


: T have, &c, 
(Signed) é Gro. ARTHUR, 
olonel, Superintendent and Commandant, 


XIV. 
Sir Basil Keith to the Inhabitants of the Mosquito Shore, 

gene y f 29th December, 1775. 
GENTLEMEN, se? 

Captain Hodgson, the Superintendent, being ordered to go to England to 
Jay before his Majesty information of the st and _cundition of the Settle- 
ment upon the M —s quito Shere, aud of the sev 1 matterst which the 
complaints againsth ref I have, in consequenee of the King’s: Co 
: , Signified to me by the Earl of Dartmo of his Majesty’s 
Principal Secretaries State, in his Letter of the 2d August last, appointed 
ohn Fergusson, Esq. a Gentleman, in whose judgment and discretion I can 
rely, to superintend the Settlement in the absence of Captain Hodgson, or 
until his Majesty’s further pleasure be known. ; e 

With the advice and assistance of his Majesty’s Council here, I have fur 


Mr. Fergusson with Instr trust will be pro- 
ductive of the Settlement, as in f 
m have been actuated by the most earnest des to make you 


partakers of every blessing attend g our bappy Constitution. 
These instructions will be submitted to the consideration of his Majesty 
and his Migisters in the mean time: I hope they will er with a 
Proclumation, drawn up in directed by Lord Dartmouth’s Letter, 
hich Mr. Fergusson will directly issue at least to restore order and 
tranquillity your Settleinent, the prosperity of which will ever afford 
me the greatest satisfaction, . 
Iam, Gentlemen, : 
5 Your most obedient humble ser¢ant, 


. ON HIS MAJESTY’S SERVICE. 
| Enhabitants at Black- River, sto Shore, 


Basrt Keita, 


XV. 
JFameica, 29th December, 1775. 
Siz} a 

I take the first opportunity of trafsmitting you the Earl of Dartinouth’s 
Letter of the 2d of August, which wil} be delivered to you by Mr. Fergusson, 
the Gentleman I have appointed, agrecable to his Majesty’s pleasure, signi- 
fied to me by his Lordship’s Letter of the same date, to superintend the Set- 
‘ement upon the Mosquito Shore, ‘during your absence, or until his Majes- 


1y’s farther pleasure be known. ; ; : 
I will be obliged to you for Ca pli sci you give Mr. Fergusson. 
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telative to- the Superintendency, and shall be extremely. gtatefulsfor-every . 
kindness and civility: you: shew him, as he is a person:in whose weHare 
Tam much fatayeatad He will; I am sure, be-happy to be-of use or service 
to youin your absence. 
* Your last Dispatch to the Secretary of State shall be forwarded by:the 
next Packet. It came to my hands two days after the last one sailed. 

In your Letter to Lord Dartmouth, seem anxiously to wish to have. 
eave to make a’voyage to England. I hope it will be a pleasant one, and 
productive of the best consequences to you, 


I am, Sir, , 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) Basit Kerra. 
Robert Hodgson, Esq. 
No. XVI. 


$ Whitehall, 2d August, 1775. 

IR, 

' Having laid before the King a State of his Majesty’s Affairs upon the 
Mosquito Shore, and also the Complaints exhibited against you, with your 
answer thereto, I am commanded to signify to you his Majesty’s pleasure, 
that you do immediately return to England, in order to lay before his 
Majesty such information of the state and condition of the Settlement on 
that Shore, and of the several matters to which the complaints against you 
refer, as may enable his Majesty to take such steps and.make such arrange- 
‘ments-in regard thereto, as sball be adjudged necessary. 


I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
seh (Signed). |= Darrnovru. 
Robert Hodgson, Esq. 
No. XVII. 
Sir Basil Keith's Proclamation. 


Jamatca, 88. 
BY THE KING.—A PROCLAMATION. 


Recorded by Order of John Fergusson, Esq. Superintendent of the 
Mosquito Shore. 

Whereas many of our Subjects at Black-River, on the Mosquito Shore, 
wnisied by ill-designing people, and forgetting the allegiance which they 
owe to us, have lately presumed to form and establish a Constitution of 
Civil Government among themselves, and to elect Officers and Magistrates 
for the Administration of the same, without any powers or authority derived 
ae es for that purpose, which proceedings are against our Peace, Crown, 
and Dignity : , 

. And. whereas many of our said Subjects, through an ungoverned and 
insatiable desire of lawless gain, have made Slaves of several Native 
Indians of the said Shore, or the parts adjacent, and shipped them off.for 
sale, in violation of the common feelings and rights of humanity, and also 
of the obvious principles of sound policy: To the end, therefore, that none 
of our Subjects may, for the future, violate their duty in the particulars 
Above-recited, We bave thought fit to issue this our Royal Proclgmation, 
hereby declaring our just displeasure at such insults offered to our 
“Authority, and that all such proceedings are acts of usurpation against our 


re 
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Royal Prerogative, and against the personal. rights of the said Native 


a an are areey saa serie all our loyal Subjects on the said 
osquito Shore to offend in the like instances, under the pai - 
ties that will fall thereon. : : s pe ae Peas 
Witnéss his Excellency Sir Basil Keith, Knight, Captain-General and 
Governor in Chief of our said Island of Jamaica, and other territories 
thereon depending in America, Chancellor and Vice-Admiral of the 
same, at Saint Jago de la Vega, the twenty-ninth day of December, 
in the sixteenth year of our Reign, Annog. Domini one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five. 
. Basi Kerry. 
By his Excellency’s Command, 
Ricwarp Lewrino, Ser, 


(SEAL.) 
GOD SAVE THE KING. 


No. XVIII. 


Extract from the Instructions delivered to John Fergusson, Esg. by Sir Basil 


Keith, Governor of Jamaica. 


Jamarca, ss. L, S. y 
Instructions for John Fergusson, Esquire, appointed by me to superintend 


the Affairs of the babe ee Shore during the absence of Captain Hodgson, 
or until his Majesty’s further pleasure be known, agreeable to the King’s 
Command, senibed to me by the Right Honorable the Earl of Dart- 
mouth, one of his Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, in his Letter 
of the 2d August, 1775. i i = 

“4. In consequence of the authorities given to you, as the King’s Supers 


intendent on the Mosquito Bhore, which is subject only to the controul of the 

Governor or Commander in Chief of Jamaica, you are to proceed, by the 

first opportunity, to that Settlement ; and, upon your arrival there, you are 

to deliver the Earl of Dartmouth’s letter to Captain Hodgson, by which his 
. Majesty orders him immediately to return to England : Ye 


ou will then take 


‘upon you the charge of the Superintendent, and forthwith issue and pub- 


lish the Proclamation herewith given you, which is drawn in the terms 
directed by the Earl of Dartmouth’s Letter to me, of the 2d of February, 


1775. 
s¢ 2, You are to lose no time in issuing a Writ for the Election of twelve 


Members to compose a Council, at Black-River, on the Mosquito Shore : 
And in order that the said Election may be similar to those in this Island, 


‘ou are furnished with Writs out of the Court of Chancery, properly attested 
y me, and directed to the person appointed to execute the same, who 
has powers granted to him for the express purpose of making the Election 
more regular. 
“3. You are to take care that the Election be carried on by the Poll, and 


the Return made by Indenture between the above-mentioned Officers and 
the Electors, in the same manner as: Writs of Election for Members to 


serve in the Assembly of this Island. wit 

“4, When the Return is made to you, you are to administer to each 
Member returned the several Oaths directed to be taken by Act of- Par- 
liament. : 
. “6. You are to be President of the Couneil, but are only to have a cast- 


ing voice in case of an equal division of opinion in the Council, either to 


make Regulations or determine Appeals. 
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“6, You are empowered to suspend the Council, sending your reasons 
for so doing to the Governor or Commander in Chief of Jamaica ; who, if 
he approves of such reasons, may order you to dissolve the said Council 
and issue a new Writ for electing another. And, in case he disapproves of 
the reasons so transmitted by you, he may order you to take off such suspen- 
sion ; but you are not in any wise empowered to suspend one or any Member 
of the Council less than the whole, : 

“7, You are to take care that no Indented Servant, Indian, Mulatto, 
Negro, or any one of mixed blood, shall sit in the Council, or have any 
Vote fur electing the Members to serve therein, nor shall hold or enjoy any 
Commission whatsoever, either Civil or Military, or be Jurors; and that 
every Member of the said Council shall be a Freeholder, or an Independent 
Man of Property. g ; 

“8, You are to observe, that no less than seven Members, besides the 
President, shall constitute a Board to proceed to business. 

“9, This Council shalf have power to make Regulations for the interna! 
Police of the Settlement; such Regulations to be in force till rejected by 
the Governor or Commander in Chief of Jamaica,” 


No. XIX. , 


Shore. 


Recorded by Order of John Fergusson, Esq. Superintendent of the 
Mosquito Shore. 


Proclamation of John Fergusson, Esy. his Majesty's Superintendent, 
. Mosquito . 


Mosquito SHorg, ss. 
(SEAL.) By John Fergusson, Esq. Syperintendent of the Mosquito 
Shore. 


Whereas the Inhabitants of this Settlement are empowered to elect from 
among themselves twelve Members, whereof to com a Council for the 
Regulation of the said Settlement: These are therefore to require that all 
the White Inhabitants, thereunto belonging, will assemble at the Public 
Building on Black-River Bank, on the first day of March next ensuing the 
date hereof, then and there to proceed to a fair and unbiassed Election. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at Arms, at Black-River,on the said 
Shure, this twenty-second day of January, in the sixteenth year of 
his Majesty’s Reign, Annoque Domini one thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-six, ' 

Joan Fsrousson. 
By the Superintendent’s Command, 


James Usuer, Sec, 


No. XX. 


An Act of the Superintendent and Council of the Mosquito Shore, 
relative to Indians. ' 


An Act for Recovering and Extending the Trade with the Indian Tribes, 
and preventing for the future some evil practices formerly committed in. 
that Trade.—Passed the 2¢d day of August, 1776. 

Whereas great advantages might be derived to his Majesty’s Subjects in 
peek and more particularly to the Inhabitants of this Colony, if'a good 
orrespondence and open Commerce were established between them and 


APPENDIX, 86 


the Indians: And whereas the evil practices of several Traders, who have 
frequently taken Indians from their Settlements clandestinely, and have 
also encouraged the Mosquito Indians to commit the like practices, and 
sold them for Slaves in this Country and many other parts, have occasioned 
many of the Indian Tribes, with whom his Majesty’s Subjects held a friendly 
intercourse, and carried on a beneficial Trade, particularly the Woolwas 
aod Cookaras to withdraw their friendship from Fis Majesty’s Subjects, and 
to enter into an alliance and friendship with the Spaniards, and have not 
only discouraged those Tribes from continuing, but many others of the In- 
dians (it may be presumed) from engaging, in any Commerce with us: 
In order, therefore, to prevent for the future such unfair, barbarous, and 
pernicious practices, and to remove the ill effects of those already commit, 
ted, By virtue of the Power and Authority to us given by his Majesty’s Go- 
vernor of the Island of Jamaica, We, the Superintendent and Council of the 
Mosquito Shore, do hereby enact, and be it therefore enacted by the autho- 
rity aforesaid, That all Indians, who shall be offered for sale in any part 
of this Colony, from and after the twenty-second day of October, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, shall be free 
to all intents and purposes, as any other Aliens or Foreigners are, and that 
all sales made in this Colony ta any person or persons residing, or that shall 
reside or helong to this Colony, of any Indian or Indians, from and after 
the twenty-second day of October, in the said year one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-six, shall be absolutely null and void; and that if any 
person or persons shall, from and after the said twenty-second day of 
October, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
six, sell or buy any Indian or Indians, every such person or persons shall , 
forfeit, for every such offence, the sum of fifty pounds, Jamaica Currency, 
to be recovered on conviction before any two Magistrates in this Colony, 
one moiety whereof shall be to the informer, or him or them who ghall 
sue for the same, and the other moiety to the use of this Colony. 

2d. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, Thatall Owners 
oe Indian Slaves in this Colony, their Agents or Attornies, shall, on or 

fore the first day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-seven, give in the Names and Sexes of all Indians,’ 
which belong to them respectively, to any Magistrate, to be by him trans- 
mitted to the Secretary of this Colony to be registered in this Office, and 
that all and every Indian or Indians, whose Name or Names, Sex or Sexes, 
shall not be given in as aforesaid, shall be free to al] intents and purposes. 

$d. Provided always, and it is the true intent and meaning of this Act, 
That all and every person or persons, who is or are already seized of an 
Indian Slave or Slaves, shall have power to sell, and otherwise dispose of, 
all and every such Indian or Indians in as full and ample manner as he 
or they might have done before the making of this Act. 

Passed the Council, this 2d day of August, 1776. 
Joun Barey, Clerk of the Council, 


No. XXI. 


The Council and Magistrates of the Mosquito Shore to Sir Basil Keith. 


May it Ase  & EXCELLENCY, ; 

We, the Council and Magistra of the Mosquito Shore, for ourselves 
and ino behalf of the other Inhabitants, beg leav by this opportunity to ac- 
knowledge having received your Excelleucy’s Letter, directed to the princi- 
pal Inhabitants of this Colony, by Jubn Fergusson, Esquire, our present 
Superintendent ; and permit us to assure your Excellency, that we retain in 
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our minds the most eful sense of your Excellency's goodness in bestows 
ing so much care and attention upon the concerns of this infant Colony, 
articularly by appointing Mr. Fergusson to succeed Mr, Hodgson, who, by 
fis illegal and unconstitutional proceedings since his arrival here as Super- 
intendent, has drawn upon himself the contempt a _ indignation of all the 
inh _ itants Settlement, and we flat when your 
Excellency ourconducthasbeen repre dbyS 
Hodgson to Lord Dartm uth, late Secretary for American affairs, that 
you will use your interest to prevent his ever returning to this country in 
any public capacity whatever. tery 
At present we have the fairest prospect of enjoying internal peace and 
quiet, in consequence of the harmony and good understanding which sub- 
sists between Mr. Fergusson, the present Superintendent, and his Majesty’s 
loyal Subjetts settled here; and we shall esteem his continuance amongst 
us in that character asa singular happiness, With respect to what hath 
happened relative to the Colony, since Mr, Fergueson’s arrival here, we 
leave entirely to him, who will no doubt acquaint your Excellency with 
every material occurrence since that period; but, before we-conclude, we 
cannot ing your Excellency, that we rest 
most cheerfully obey his Majesty’s co ands that may betrans ed te 
us by your Excellency, or any other of his Majesty’s Governors; and, so 
far are we from wishing to live in the lawless inanner as represented by Mr. 
Hodgson, we now think ourselves particularly fortunate in having a re- 
gular form of Government established amongst us, which has in a great 
measu _ been the means of restoring that peace and tranquillity we have 
80 long been strangers to. : 


We have the honor to be, 
With the greatest respect, 
‘Your Excellency’s most obedient and most humble servants, 


Joun Bourne. James Howe. 
Joun Lavugie, Paruip Boctre. 
Dawn. Hew cert. Jouwn Onretr. 
Wiriram Ret. Josuua Sroppart. 


Joun Gatien, 
ON HIS MAJESTY’S SERVICE. 
To His Excellency Sir Basil Keith, Governor, v 
Commander in Chief, &c. Sc. &¢. of his 
Majesty's Island of Jamaica. 
Black- River, Mosqui 20th April, 177 
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The Report of Colonel Arthur's Commissioners. 


‘The Board. of Commissioners, appointed by virtue of a Warrant and 
Commission of his Majesty’s Superintendent at Honduras, dated the 8th 
day of January, 1822, to investigate and inquire into the Petitions of such 
persons as claim their freedom from their being native Indians of this 
Continent, or their descendants, having met from time to time, and re- 
ceived all the information and evidence, which they could collect by tes- 
timony upon oath, by such of the Records of the Mosquito Shore as have 
been preserved, and by all other means in their power, have agreed upon 
the following Report : 

Before they enter immediately upon their task, the Board deem it pro- 
per to premise two things— 

The first is, that the Records of the Mosquito Shore, which have been 
preserved in the Record-Office of this Settlement, are in a very mutilated 
condition ; that it appears probable a part of them may have been sent to 
Jamaica, and consequently that considerable additional information might 
5 ebinees, if deemed necessary, by inquiry at the proper offices of that 
island, : 

_ The second is, that, in consequence of the great length of time elapsed 
since the. nefarious practice of enslaving the Indians in the neighbourhood 
of the Mosquito Shore has been. abrogatod,' the living witnesses, who per- 
Sonally knew the native Indians, from whom have lineally descended the 
Present claimants, are few in number, very old and infirm, and, being 
mostly Negroes, are illiterate, and unable to form a correct Idea of dates, 
Or to answer any questions but as to matter of fact. Their evidence, how- 
ever, has appeared to the Board to have been given fairly and honestly, 
‘and, as far as their knowledge goes, ontirely to be depended upon. 

The establishment of the English upon the Mosquito Shore appears to 
have taken place at an early period: First by the Buccaneers, and after- 
wards by men employed in the contraband trade carried on between Ja- 

- Waica and the Spanish Main. : : 

As early as. the. year 1671 Sir Thomas Lynch, the Governor of Ja- 
maica, transmitted to King Charles the Second, in consequence of his 
Majesty’s instructions, a full account of the right by which his Majesty’s 
subjects were settled on the Mosquito Shore, as well as of his Majesty’s 
subjects settled on the Coast of Yucatan, as appears by a Report made in 
the year 1717 by the Board of Trade and Plantations. J 

On the 31st of July, 1741,2 Colonel Edward Trelawny, then Governor of 
Jamaica, appointed Robert Hodgson and William Pitt, Esqrs. the for- 
mer Captain, and the latter Captain-Lieutenant, of all the Forces raised, 
or to be raised, within the Islands of Rattan, Bonares, and the Bay of 
Honduras, and, by bis Warrant and Commission of the same date, did 
appoint those two Gentlemen Justices for the keeping of the peace within 
the said territories ;.and authorizing them to hold Sessions for the trial 
‘and punishment of murder, burglary, felonies, and all other offences com- 
mitted in the said territories.? ; 

The English settled on the Mosquito Shore very early contracted an 
intimate acquaintance and connection with the Mosquito Indians, a na- 


® About 1776 or. 1777. 2 Mosquito. Shore Records. 3 Geo. II. 
in addition to his usual titles, is. called in that Commission, ‘‘of Rattan, Bonacca, 
and the Honduras, Lord.” 
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tion at that time very populous, and of a warlike disposition. They 
boast of never having been conquered by the Spaniards, and their at- 
tachment to the English Nation has been carried so far by means of the 
English Settlers, that, under the Government of the Duke of Albemarle 
over Jamaica, they made a formal cession of their territory to the King of 
England, and from that time it has been usual for their Kings upon their 
accession to repair to Jamaica to render homage at the hands of the Go- 
vernor of that island, 

The Mosqaito Indians are a barbarous and cruel people. They are in 
the lowest state of civilization, and are under the most abject subjection 
. to their King and Chiefs, a state directly opposed to that of all other In- 
dian nations, whose inhabitants are a mild, timid, and peaceful race, and 
who appear t live under patriarchal government, 

The Mosquito Indians pay considerable attention to the raising of cat- 

tle, while the other Indian nations seem to subsist by bunting. Differ- 
ences so striking between nations of the same Continent, and divided by 
no inaccessible barriers, have given rise to a conjecture by no means im- 
probable, that their origin has been different; and this conjectare is con- 
firmed by a current tradition, prevalent both among themselves and their 
neighbours, viz. that a ship, loaded with Negro men from Africa, was, at 
some very remote period, wrecked upon the Mosquito Shore; that those 
Negroes revolted, seized upon the male inhabitants of the sea-coast, and 
massacred them, and that, by intermixing with the Indian females, they 
have altered the race and habits of that nation. This conjecture also re- 
ccives a further confirmation from the Mosquito Indians themselves, 
whose personal appearance strongly indicates this mixture of race between 
the Negro and the Indian. 
’ It may, therefore, be inferred, from what has been said, as well as from 
matter of fact, that the Mosquito Indians kept the other Indian nations 
around them in a state of subjection, several of whom paid, and still con- 
tinue to pay, tribute to the Mosquito King. 

The English Settlers. on the Mosquito Shore employed the Mosquito 
Indians in fishing, collecting tortoiseshell, sarsaparilla, &c. &c. and paid 
them in Oznaburghs, knives, gunpowder, shot, iron pots, &c. It appears 
also that when these Mosquito Indians had made any inroads into the 
territories of their neighbours, and taken any of them prisoners, they found 
ready purchasers for them in the English, who paid for them in the same 
trifling articles ; and, indeed, it is highly probable that these poor ignorant 
Indians were instigated by their employers to make frequent incursiong 
of this description, in order to kidnap and enslave the unhappy inhabitants 
of the interior, although the Board is not fully authorized by the evidence 
before them to conclude positively that such was the case. It is, however, 
certain that the number of Indians so obtained must have been consider- 
able, if, as Mrs. Robinson says in ber evidence, that almost the whole of 
the labor of the Southern part of the Mosquito Shore was performed by 
the Indian Slaves. 

It is also highly probable that considerable numbers of these kidnap 
ped Indians must have been sent to Jamaica by the English Settlers for 
sale in that island, and which caused the Act of the Legislatare of Jamaica 
14 Geo. IL. o. 6, to be passed, an Act which, by its preamble and 
different clauses,-is a disgrace to the Si:,tute-Book of that Colony; end 
80 great is the alteration in the feeling of men in the Colonies, that 
the Board feel convinced such an Act, at this period, would not 
find a single Member of the Assembly hardy enough to move, but 
which, oven as it exists, is so far from being a greuad of right to the 
English Settlers on the. Mosquito Shore to retain in Slavery the In- 
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dtans, whom they obtained in the manner already described, that it con- 
veys the pete censure upon their cruel and iniquitous transactions. 
Besides, the Legislature of Jamaica nevér possessed any share in the 
Government of the Mosquito Shore, which, from the earliest time, was 
placed under the direction of the Governor and Council of that island 
only, and consequently the influence of the Act alluded to could not ex- 
tend beyond the island itself: It could have no force upon the Mosquito 
Shore, and all sanction and confirmation thereof of the servitude of those 
Indians enslaved before 1741, derived from that Act, must be entirely void 
and groundless. 5 

In the year 1749 Captain Robert Hodgson was appointed the first Su- 
perintendent of the Mosquito Shore. 

The Letter of his Grace the Duke of Bedford, then his Majesty's Prin- 
cipal Secretary of State for the Home Department, to Governor Trelaw-— 
ny, is too much to the purpose of this Report not to be inserted here at 
tome ti It is as follows: 

IR, 

I have’ the satisfaction of being able to acquaint you that his Majesty 
has resolved to send Captain Hodgson to the Mosquito Shoro, in order to 
regulate and superintend the Settlement there, and likewise to cultivate 
such an union and friendship with the Indians in those parts as may in- 
duce them to prefer his Majesty's alliance and protection to that of any 
other Power, which must, at all events, be of advantage to this nation, but 
€specially in case of any rupture with,the Crown of Spain. 

On the death of Captain Hodgson, in the year 1758, Engincer Richard 
Jones was commissioned by Henry Moore, Esq. then Lieutenant-Governor 
of Jamaica, to succeed him as Superintendent, who (remarks Mr. White, 
the Agent for the Mosquito Shore Settlers) kept the same line of duty as 
Ls predecessor in cultivating the affection, friendship, and fidelity of the 

ndians. 

In the year 1760 Governor Lyttleton, on his arrival in Jamaica, ap- 
pointed Captain Joscph Otway Superintendent on the Mosquito Shore, 
- superseding Engineer Jones. This Gentleman (observes Mr. White again) 
invariably pursued the same track of duty in attending to his Ministerial 
and political functions of keeping the Indians affectionately attached to 
the interests of England. 

In the year 1767 Robert Hodgson, Esq. the son of Captain Hodgson, the 

first Superintendent, was appointed to succeed Captain Otway, who died 
early in that year ; and in the Ministerial letter of Lord Hillsborough, his 
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State, dated the 20th February, 1768, 
acquainting him with that nomination, ho is directed to apply himself with 
all zeal and diligence, amongst other duties, to cultivate a strict union and 
friendship with the Indians in those parts. : ; 
‘Inthe year 1775 Mr. Hodgson was recalled by Lord Dartmouth, in 
consequence of complaints preferred against him by the Settlers, and Sir 
Basil Keith, then Governor of Jamaica, appointed Jobn Fergusson, Esq. 
to act as his Majesty’s Superintendent upon the Mosquito Shore for the 
time being, farnishing him with instructions for the better government of 
that Country, and-ordered him on his arrival to publish a Proclamation, 
drawn up in the terms directed by the Earl of Dartmouth’s letter to Sir 
Basil Keith, dated 2d August, 1775. ; ; ; : v 

On the 17th May, 1776, Captain Lawrie was appointed his Majesty's 
Superintendent by Lord George Germain, his Majesty's Secretary of 
State; and, as appears by his Lordship’s letter of instructions of that 
date to Captain Lawrie, one of his principal daties as Superintendent was 

: B\ 
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to cultivate’ a strict union and friendship with the Indians in those 


arts. 
' On the 29th day of August, 1776, Captain Lawrie arrived at Black-River 
upon the Mosquito Shore, and took upon himself the Superintendency of 
the Settlement, according to his instructions from home, and the Commis- 
sion given him by Sir Basil Keith, dated the 19th of August, 1776. 

On the 28th of February, 1777, Sir Basil Keith wrote to Captain Lawrie 
as follows: 

“As you will be answerable to the Ministry for your conduct on the 
Shore, it behoves you to prevent the perpetration of such horrid murders 
as have been committed by the Mosqnito Men on the Wolwa Indians; 
and you ought to exert yourself to the utmost to bring the offenders to 
justice, and thereby show the several Indian nations on the Shore in what 
abhorrence the English hold sach villains, and how ready they are to 
ponish them, and protect those who are peaceable and friendly to us.” 

‘“« My predecessors and myself have repeatedly sent down Orders, and 
issued Proclamations, against the making Slaves of any Indians. Last 
Sessions the Legislature of this island have, I trust, effectually struck the 
axe to the root of that mischicf by passing a Law, a copy of which I en- 
close for your particular information and guidance.” 

Captain Lawrie remained Superintendent until the evacuation of the 
Mosquito Shore in the year 1787, agreeably to the Convention Treaty with 
Spain of 1786. 

The Board bave been thus particular in referring to and quoting the 
above extracts from the Reoords of the Mosquito Shore, in order to ena- 
ble his Majesty’s Superintendent to judge how far his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment at home, or the Governors of Jamaica from the first moment of their 
assuming any authority or control over the Mosquito Shore, have been 
auxious to protect the native Indians, and to secure their friendship and 
union ; and also to jadge whether that country has ever been considered 
an appendage of the Jamaica Legislature, or solely subject to the direc- 
tions of the Governor and Council of that Island; and, consequently, 
whether the Act of 1741, (the 14th Geo, Ii.c. 6), already referred to, or 
any other Act explanatory therevf, can have any bearing whatever upom 
the subject of Indian Slavery on the Mosquito Shore. ‘ 

The Board beg leave to observe, that they have found in the Mos- 
qe Shore Records a partial and imperfect Registry of Indians held in 

lavery in that country, made in the year 1777 ; but though they have pe- 
rused with the greatest attention the instructions of Sir Basil Keith to 
John Fergusson, Esq. in sending him to tbe Shore as Superintendent, Sir 
Basil Keith’s Letter to the Council at Black-River, dated the 29th De- 
cember, 1775, and the Letter from that Board in answer thereto, together 
with their Minutes from their first formation to the evacuation of the 
_ Shore, so far at least as those Minutes have been preserved on the Re- 
cords, yet they have not been able to discover the least intimation by 
which they might judge in whom, and by whose authority, that measure 
originated: ‘I'hey think it proper, however, to remark, that Superinten- 
dents Fergusson and Lawrie’s Letters to Sir Basil Keith, reporting to him 
their arrival, and what measures they had adopted to carry into execution 
his instractions and Proclamations, do not appear upon the Records, and 
the Board consider it very likely that this correspondence might throw 
considerable light upon the transaction; but it is not at all probable that 
it would strengthen and support in the smaliest degree the argument of 
those Gentlemen who have appeared before them; and who, with a view 
to retain the Petitioners in Slavery, have assumed that an Act, similar to 
that passed in Jamaica in the year 1741, must have been passed at the Mos- 
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age Shore in the year 1777; and which, as they further presume, received 
e sanction and approval of bis Majesty’s Government, or tho Governor 
of Jamaica. This. correspondence, however, may easily be procured if 


required. 

tn reference to amether objection advanced, the Board feel no difficulty 
whatever in deciding that the demand, urged by some of the defendants, 
that the burden of proof of such an Act not having been passed, and that 
the ancestors of the Petitioners were not registered in Jamaica in the year 
3741, pursuant to the Act of that year, already alluded to, Wes on the Pets- 
pie is totally inadmissible, and entirely opposed to all justice and 
equity. 

The Board have examined with the greatest care the evidence adduced 
by the Petitioners who have appeared before them, in support of their 
claims to freedom, by proving their descent from native Indians ; and, as 
the result of their inquiries, they have annexed to this Report three dif- 
ferent Schedules. - 

The Schedule marked (A.) includes the names of all those who have 

reved their lineal descent from native Indians to the satisfaction of the 


The Schedale marked (B.) includes the names of a family, who, though 
they have not satisfactorily proved their descent, have left a strong impres- 
sion upon the mind of the d that they may succeed in finding sufficient 
evidence in Jamaica, from whence their ancestor, a Sambo woman, was 
brought to the Mosquito Shore. The Board have been very particular in 
their inquisies into this case, in order to-enable the Law-Officer of the 
Crown in Jamaica to discover a sister of the Petitioners, and by her means 
to obtaim better proof of their ancestor, who was brought from Jamaica, 
being descended from an Indian woman. 

The Schedule marked (C.) includes the names (already inserted in the 
Schedule marked A.) of those against whom, though they have clearly 
proved their descent from native Indians, it is urged by the defendants 
that their ancestors were in a state of Slavery prior to the year 1741. 

The Board beg to observe, that in consequence of one of the Petition- 
era, named Hector, beviep inaerted in his petition the circumstance of his 
having been a soldier in the 6th Weat-India Regiment, from which he had 
been returned by his Commanding Officer to his former Owner, they 
have allowed Mr. John W. Wright, who claims him as his property, to 
adduce, and to enter into their Misutes, evidence tending to prove that 
the said Hector was a Runaway Slave at the time of his enlisting, although | 
that enrolment took place in England; but the Board deem it incumbent 
on them to declare, that they have not taken this part of the Petitioners’ 
case under their consideration, conceiving it their duty to be entirely con- 
fined to the one object of ascertaining the lineal descent of the Petitioners, 
and which in this case has been most satisfactorily proved to be from In+ 
dians of North-America. 

In reference to that part of his Majesty’s Superintendent’s warrant, 
. which directs the Commissioners to assess damages in behalf of such of 
the Petitioners as shall satisfactorily prove their descent from the native 
Indians of the Mosquito Shore, the Board, having mast matarely delibe- 
rated.thereon, do feel no difficulty in declaring that such persons would be 
entitled to damages as could be proved to have been kept unjustly and 
knowingly in Slavery; and therefore they have prepared and annexed to 
this a scale of remuneration, which in their judgment they deem 
would be a fair and equiteble recompense. : aS 

The Commissioners, however, notwithstanding this explicit declaration 
iu favor of the claims of the Indians, -do feel themselves bound to declare, 
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that sueb.are the exicyuating circumstances; under which.it appears.ihey 
have long been held in bondage, as greatly, if not entirely, to cxoulpate 
their present possessors ; and, therefore, that it woald be unjust, except 
in some few cases, wherein it might be both just and proper, to charge 
upon them what might be considered as adequate and equitable indemnifi- 
cations. . . é 
. The following are some of the circumstances, which the Board deem it 
bat just to state on behalf of the.present possessors of the Petitioners : 
' | That, by the Records of the Mosquito Shore, it appears Indians were 
‘held and publicly registered in that country as Slaves, not only. by the 
Judges, the Magistrates, and the Settlers in general, but also by the Offi- 
cers representing his Majesty on the Shore, and whose very Commissions 
directed them to afford them all possible protection: and they. were, 
moreover, openly levied npon and sold under the Writs of the Courts duly 
authorised. Ria? : ’ 

That since the removal of the present Petitioners, or their parents, from 
the Mosquito Shore, upon the evacuation thereof in the year 1787, they, 
or some of them, have, as the Commissioners understand, petitioned every 
Superintendent in succession to assist and protect them in establishing 

‘ their claims and recovering their freedom; and that, with the exception 
of two. cases only, which have come within the knowledge of the Board, 
they have invariably been referred to the Magistrates for the time being. 

The two cases alluded to were, 

First, that which occurred during the Superintendency of Colonel Ed- 
ward Marcus Despatd, who actually released one family of Spanish tri- 
butary Indians; and the other took place during the time of the last Su- 

rintendent, Colonel John Nugent Smyth, who, upon a Petition from a 
amily of Indian extraction, instituted a process in the Court of the Set- 
tiement for the establishment and recovery of their freedom ; but the issue 
of the trial was, although the Indian descent of the family was both clearly 
proved and admitted, that the Jury, notwithstanding, retarned a verdict 
which confirmed the Slavery of the parties. 

That it has been the constant ete of this country, as it. was on the 
Mosquito Shore, to levy upon all Slaves, whether Indians or of Indian 

‘descent, under writs of execution for debt, and to sell them publicly in 
the presence of, and under the authority of, the Courts ih all respects as 
Negro Slaves, 

That many of the Petitioners who have appeared before the Board, from 
their repeated admixtores with the African race, have so lost the appear- 
ance of their Indian origin as not to be distinguished from Negro Slaves ;' 
and in many cases have been bought and sold as such, without the least 
suspicion to the contrary; and the present possessors will now, many of 
them, necessarily become heavy sufferers in the loss of propetty, which 
they considered they legally held. : 

Under, therefore, all the circumstances of the case, the Commissioners 
consider it would be unjust, in addition to the actual loss of propert 
which many of them must sustain, to burthen the present possessors wit 
damages and penalties for crimes, which did not originate with them, and 
for holding property, which until now, they have considered themselves 
entitled to, both under the Legal Authorities of the Mosquito Shore for 
nearly a centary past, and of this country since the removal of the Set- 
tlers and their properties hither in the year 1787. 

In conclusion, the Board would, moredver, remark, that in consequence 
of the great length of time which the Petitioners have been considered as 
Slaves, they have passed through the hands of many persons, whose es- 
tates, as well as many of those of the importers of the Indians from the 
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Mosquito Shore, are either insolvent or without representatives; and 
therefore that attempts to recover damages would not only create mach 
paiaful and tedious litigation and re-action, but that, if the Petitioners 
should substantiate any claim to indemnification, the damages thereof 
must necessarily, in most cases, fall upon the last purchasers, it being 
highly improbable that they could recover them from the holders prior to 
themselves, which the Board, upon the best of their judgment, have al- 
ready deemed unjust, and, more especially when the loss of the principal 
or purchase-money, which such persons will sustain, be taken into consi- 
deration. 

Finally, therefore, the Board conceive, that although, if the complain- 
ants-or Petitioners be free, their freedom is an inherent or unalienable 
right, of which no considcration can deprive them, yet, with respect to 
any damages which may be their dune, their claims should only attach in 
equity nato those who have unjustly brought or held them in bondage; 

‘and that, in the event of the estates of such persons being insolvent, un- 
represented, or extinct, the Petitioners’ claim should be considéred in the 
light ef private debts ; and consequently subject, like other debts, to the 
contingency of insolvency. 

Court-House, Belize, Honduras, 
8th February, 1822, 


AN ACCOUNT 


OF 


THE DESCENT MADE BY THE SPANIARDS 
oN 
THE SETTLEMENT OF HONDURAS 
IN THE YEAR 1798. 


a 


[Mention having been made in the preceding pages of the good conduct 
of the Negroes of Honduras in resisting the attack of the Spaniards on 
that Settlement in the year 1798, the Printer of this ““ Defence” cannot 
forego the pleasure he feels in extracting from the columns of the 
Royal Gazette of that year the account, which was then published, of 
this gallant affair; and, although it is without the knowlege and 
sanction of the Magistrates, he trusts that it will notwithstanding mcet 
with their approbation. He is the more induced to do this, from the 
consideration that this Book will fall into the hands of many who are 
unacquainted with the circumstances; and he conceives that so ho- 
norable a testimony, not only to the gallantry of the small band of White 
Settlers, but also to the devotion and zeal of the Negroes in the defence 
of their Masters’ lives and properties, ought to be rescued from oblivion, 
and brought before the view of the Members of the Imperial Parliament, 
Lords and Commons, the People of Great-Britain, and their Fellow- 
Colonists in these climes.] 


KINGSTON, JAMAICA, Nov. 3, 1798. 


Capt. Edwards, of the sloop Happy Return, which arrived at Black- 
River on Saturday last from Honduras, with Dispatches for Lord Bal- 
carres, came to this town on Thursday, and brought with him Letters, 
containing accounts of an unsuccessful attack made by the Spaniards on 
our possession there, which our readers will find amply detailed below. 

Capt, Edwards arrived at Honduras from this island on the 12th ult. 
two days after the defeat of the enemy, who were still, however, upon the 
Coast; but upon their perceiving an augmentation of the British force,. 
consisting of the Happy Return, a ship, and two other vessels, together 
with the North seasons having set in, which rendered it less practicable 
for them to gain their own ports in case of defeat, should they risk another 
attack, they made off, aud were dogged by some of our craft to their 
posts on the coast. They afterwards visited Key-Chappel, where the 
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Spaniards had rendezvoused, and found it covered with graves; but whe- 
ther they contained the bodies of those who fell in the attack, or of those 
who had fallen victims to the flux (which, some prisoners that were taken 
said, was ri amongst them,) could not be ascertained. Although fears 
are expressed by the Inhabitants of another attack, we are assured hy 
Capt, Edwards, that at this time of the year nothing is to be feared from 
them. From the time of collecting the Spanish troops, and the putting in 
execution their intentions, desertion had been general, and the people had 
Sper expressed their aversion to the expulsion of the British from Hon- 
uras. 

Capt. Edwards also, mentions the gallant conduct of Capt. Osmar, an 
American, who had lost bis vessel on a reef. When the attack was 
threatened, he solicited and obtained the command of a flat, and in a 
creek he' sustained at one time an action against five of the Spanish gan- 
boats, and at another time against seven, in both of which he succeeded 
in beating them off. : : 


Extract of a letter from Honduras, dated the 20th September, 1798. 


“Soon after the date of my last, it was discovered that the enemy 
meant to direct their first attack upon the Merlin, and in aid of her a 
flotilla of gun-boats, some of which mounted nine aud others cighteen 
pounders, were hastily prepared, with which Capt. Moss took his station 
at St. George’s Key, where the navigation suited his operations better 
than at Belize. On the 3d inst. the enemy attempted to force a passage 
over the shoals, but was repulsed ; on the 6th a similar attempt was made, 
with equal disappointment; and on the 10th they came down with thirteen 
of the heaviest vessels, to attack our little fleet, by another asd deeper. 
channel: ‘The Spaniards approached with spirit, and theie appearance 
was confident. As soon as Capt. Moss thought them within reach of our 
gun-boats, he made the signal to fire on the enemy, which was done with 
great effect. The contest was short ; for the Dons, unable to stand onr fire, 
cat their cables and retreated in the utmost confusion, and four of them 
would have falien into our hands-had not the approach of night saved 
them. On the 15th, seven of the Campeachy vessels stole off, and were 
then supposed to have returned to that port, and the remainder, being 23, 
were seen standing to the Northward, supposed to be bound to Baccalar. 
This retreat gave us all mach pleasure, and we expeoted a small relaxation 
from military duty; but a socout-boat last night brought information that 
the ememy are again collecting at Bazil Jones’s Channel, the same place 
where they were at the date of my last. We do not koow the exact loss 
of the enemy, but it must have been considerable ; we did not lose.a man. 
Capt. Moss gives credit to the spirit and conduct of our little fleet, which 
was manned by a very few white men, of little or no experience, the rest 
all negroes. 1 observe the exact state of the enemy's fleet, as collected at 
Cape Catouche, detailed in your Gazettes; and it appears strange, if that 
account be credited, that no attention was paid to us, nor even a vessel 
sent to inquire whether we had fallen to so superior a force or not. The 
two frigates mentioned in that acconnt approached no nearer than Coran- 
nel, from whence, we learn, they returned to La Vera Croz. I cannot 
conclude without observing, that if we do not soon receive farther force 

‘ and supplies of al} sorts from Jamaica, we mast inevitably fall.” 
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Extract of another letter, dated Sept. 25, 1798. 


‘ « We have been for two months under arms and martial law, with a 
powerful force of the enemy in our neighbourhood ; several of their armed 
vessels were seen from our houses many days cannonadiug our armed 
craft—this armament first were heard of on our coast, a little to the 
Northward, on the 18th of July. Their heaviest gun-boats and armed 
vessels came from Campeachy with a considerable number of troops. 
When the Yucatan forces under Captain-Genera]l O’Neil were ready, a 
junction was formed, and the whole approached near the Key-Chappel ; 
we had reason to suppose they intended to possess themselves of St. 
George’s Key, and throw op works there to harass us at leisure. Our 
first step, therefore, was to destroy all the houses on it; we then armed 
five of our country sloops and schooners with 9 and 18 pounders in the 
prows and smaller guns in the waste, with seven of our logwood flats, 
secured with additional timbers, manned with 16 or 20 men each, and 
mounting a nine-pounder ; these were fitted and equipped as well as the 
shortness of the time would admit, and that small force, with the Merlin 
sloop of war, took their station in the channel at St. Goorge’s Key, in 
order to dispute that passage with the enemy: We knew it was the only 
way they could come to attack the town, without going round by sea to 
English Key; and in attempting that, they would be seen by oar little 
fleet, who could have come in before them by the inside channel, except 
the Merlin, that must have followed them, and had an advantage at sea. 
In this station our craft remained in sight of, and very near to, the enemy’s 
' force for several days ; some of our vessels occasionally approached and 
cannonaded the enemy withont receiving injury, or, I believe, doing much 
to them, until Monday the 10th of this month, when several of their armed 
vessels, under full sail, came forward very boldly to attack vur little 
fleet ; nine of their largest gun-vessels (moanting each two 24-pounders, 
besides smaller cannon,) commenced the engagement, and continued a 
very brisk and heavy cannonade for about an hour and a half—our craft 
kept up a constant and well-directed fire during that time—from the tops 
of our houses those who remained there could see the smoke and fire— 
the atmosphere appeared in a blaze. The Merlin discharged several 
broadsides, and mail of the guns in our flats fired twenty-two shots; our 
stoops and schooners were very active: it was at length clearly seen that 
the enemy were in confusion, four of their vessels aground, and their fire 
seckenet You will be astonished to hear that our Negro men (who 
manned the fleets) gave a hearty cheer, and in the midst of a firing of 
grape, kept up upon them from the Spanish vessels that covered those 
which were aground, those Negroes in an undaunted manner rowed their 
boats, and used every exertion to board the enemy: but Capt. Moss, who 
directed every thing, called back the flats (from mutives of prudence), 
first by signal, snd then by sending a boat. The enemy with some diffi- 
culty got off the vessels, hut they must have suffered very considerably ; 
the whole of them instantly retired, and, after remaining in sight two 
days, returned to their own ports. We lost no men, and we are now 
again in a state of quiet for the present. The Spaniards had about 2000 
land-troops; and from some prisoners, captured in a smail vessel since 
the engagement, we find they had 3000 more men that were to come from 
Baccalar, when the first part could effect a landing at St. George’s Key, 
and send back vessels to bring them. 

“We expect another visit soon ; and if we do not receive some support 
of vessels of war, ammunition, and cannon, I much fear we shall tall at 
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last : preops we do not so much want, although a few would be neves- 
sary. In e twu months of Martial Law; the Militia-has-done all the 
duty, taken the night-guards, repaired the works, and thrown up new 
ovés, &c.; and our Negro men are embodied, and there has not been one 
instance of the smallest misconduct on their part.” 

So confident were the inhabitants of Baccalar of the success of the 
expedition, that the letters, intercepted with the above prisoners, wore 
directed to the Officers, &c. at Honduras, requesting some articles of Bri- 
tish manufacture that they stood in need of.. 
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FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE, 


WHITEHALL, JANUARY 22, 1709. 


- Letrers, of which the following are copies, were yesterday received 
from the Earl of Balcarres by his Grace the Duke of Portland, one-of his- 
Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State. ° 


Jamaica, Nov. 7, 1798. 
My Loap, 


On the Sist of October I received a dispatch from the Bay of Honduras. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Barrow informs me, that the Settlers had been 
attacked by a flotilla, consisting of thirty-one vessels, having on board two 
thousand land-troops and five hundred seamen: Arthur O’Neil,Governor _ 
General of Yucatan, and a Field-Marshal in the service of Spain, com- 
manded in person. I have great satisfaction in transmitting the letter of 
the Lieutenant-Cofonel, by which pons Grace will be informed, that this 
armament has been repulsed, and the expedition entirely frustrated. 

The Lientenant-Colonel spexks in the handsomest manner of the con- 
duct of Capt. Moss, of his Majesty’s ship Merlin, and of the wonderful 
exerien of the Settlers and their Negro Slaves, who manned the gun- 

ats. 

The conduct of Liewtenant-Colone! Barrow, and of the Settlers; in 
putting the port of Honduras Bay into a respectable state of defence, as 
well as the gallant manner in which it was maintained, gives me entire 
satisfaction, and it is with pleasure that I report their services to your 


Grace. : 
I lave the honor to be, &c. 
BALCARRES. © 
To his Grace the Duke of Portland. 
Honduras, Sept. 23, 1798. 
My Lorp, . 


After the date of my last dispatch of the 11th, 14th, and 21st August, by 
the express boat Swift, I continued to strengthen our flotills, which now 
consists of 

No. 1. Towser, 1 gun, eighteen-pounder, 

‘No, 2. Pickler, 1 gan, eightecn-pounder. 

N 
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No. 3. Mermaid, 1 gan, nine-pounder. 

_ No. 4. Swinger, 4 guns, six-pounders, and 2 guns, four-pounders. 

. No, 5. Teazer, 6 guns, four-pounders. ee, E 
Besides eight flat gun-boats, carrying each a nine-pounder in tbe prow. 
Nos. 1 and’2 are commanded by Mr. Gelston and Mr. Hoamer, Masters 

of merchant-vessels, who, with some of their crews, volunteered the busi- 

ness in a very handsome manner: To those Gentlemen: I am muck 
indebted for their able and aetive services. The Masters and crews of all 
the other vessels consist entirely of volunteers from the Celonial 

and together amount to 354 men now on float, The enemy was so well 

watched by scout-boats and canoes, that not a single movement could be 

made by him without our knowledge ; and, finding that ho aimed at the 
possession of St. George’s Key, the armed vessels, Nos. 1, 4, and 5, were 
sent to that place, to guard the narrow channels leading to that commo- 
dious harbour. Rete 

On the 3d of September, the enemy endeavoured to force a age over 

Montego-Key Shoal with five vessels, two: of which carried heavy metal, 

but was repulsed: He renewed his attempt on the following day; but 

our little squadron, being now reinforced by six gun-boats, beat them off 
with great ease, and the five vessels returned to the main body of the 
fleet, then at anchor about two leagues to the Northward. This 
movement gave our people an opportunity of drawing and destroying all 
the beacons and stakes, which the enemy had placed in this narrow and 

crooked channel, and without the use of which nothing but vessels of a 

very easy draught of water can pass. On the 5th, the same vessels, ac— 

companied by two others, and a number of Jaunches, endeavoured to get 
over the shoal by another passage, but were repulsed, apparently with 
loss. On this, as well as'on the two preceding days, the Spaniards ex- 

pended an immonse quantity of ammunition to ne manner of purpose 5 

while our people fired comparatively little, hut with a. steadiness which 

surpassed my most ime hopes, - Dicigh bikie 
Capt. Moss, in his-Majesty’s ship Merlin, left his anchorage at Belige 
on the evening of the 5th, and arrived at St. George’s Key about noon on 
the 6th, of September. The Spaniards, having found a passage through 
the leeward channels impracticable, had got under weigh on the morning 

of that day with their whofe fleet, seemingly with a view. of forcing a 

passage through the wihdward (a sand-bore) passage, to the Eastward of 

Long-Key; but on seeing the: Merlin beating inta the barbouy of St. 

George’s Key, and that our fleet was reinforced. by the armed vessels 

Nos. 2 and 3,-and a large gun-boat, they retarned to their former. anchor- 

age between Long-Key and Key-Obappel.,_ ie ae oe 
I was now of opinion that the enemy would alter his mode of attack, 

and endeavour to make a landing on the main. land take Northward of 
our posts, at the Haul-over. Under this idea I began to prepare amall 
vess¢cls and gufh-bvats, in which I meant to embark with 200 men, inclu- 
ding detachments of his Majesty's: 63d and @th -West-India regiments, ~ 
and of the Royal Artillery, with one howitzer and two field-pieces, six~ 
pomeaete With this foree it was my intentton to block up the channel 
etween the Main and the Wéstern point of Hicks’s Keys, and to obstruct as 
much as possible a landing ia that quarter; or, if foiled in both of these 
olijects, to throw the whele strength inte the werks at the Haul-ever, and 
to defend that post ta the last extremity ; while a body of jexperienged 
bush-men, al! good shots, and under orders for that purpose, shonid hang 
on the flanks and rear of the enemy. | ~ joind, ‘ aot 
On the morning of Monday the 10th of September, foustgen of the 
largest vessels of tho Spanish fleet ‘weighed anchor, and at nine o'clock 
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bronght-to about.a mile and a half distant.from our feet. Capt 
was (hen of opinion that they meant to delay the attack till the Pham 
day; but nine of them got under weigh about noon: These carried each 
two twenty-four-pounders in the bow, and. two eighteen-pounders in the 
stern; one schooner carried twenty-two, and all the rest from eight to 
fourteen guns in their waists; and every one of them, besides being 
erowded with ten, towed a Jarge Jaunch, full of soldiers, The other five 
vessels, with several large launches, all fal! of men, remained at this last 
paggtide bins the igure of a mile and a half. 
' Our fleet was drawn up with his Majesty’s ship Merlin in the cen 
and directly abreast of the channel: The sloops with heavy guns, and tne 
n-boats in some advance to the Northward, were on her Eastern and 
estern flanks. \ > Mates 

The enemy came down in a very handsome manner, and with a good 
countenaagoe, in a line. abreast, using both sails and oars. About half 
after two o'clock Capt. Moss made the signal to engage, which was 
obeyed with a cool and determined firmness, that, to use his own ex- 
pression to me on the occasion, would bave done credit to veterans. The 
action lasted about two hours and a half, when the Spaniards began to 
fall into confusion, and soon afterwards cut. their cables, and sailed and 
techie off, assisted by a great number of launches, which took them in 

ow. pee 
Capt. Moss, on seeing them retreat, made the signal for our. vessels to 
chase; but night ceming on, and rendering a pursuit too dangerous in 
@ narrow channel aud difficult navigation, they were soon after recalled. 

At half after three in the afternoon, I received a letter from: Capt. Moss, 
stating that the enemy was preparing to attack him, and requiring all 
the assistance which I could give. I immediately ordered as many men 
to embark and proceed to his assistance, as small craft to carry them 
could be procured. The alacrity shewn on this occasion was great in- 
deed ; but,.as @ requisition of this nature was by no means expected, the 
necessary arrangements had not been made for so speedily embarking the 
troops, and of consequence some irregalarity ensued ; for the cannonade 
being distinctly beard, and a eertainty of an engagement having taken 
place, it became impossible to restrain the eagerness of the Colonial troops, 
who, possessing canoes, dories, and pit-pans, without thaught or retro- 
spect of those left behind, hastened with impetuesity to join their compa- 
nions, and: share their danger : Hence arose difficulty and disappointment 
to the regular troops, who being undor arms, and anxious to proceed with 
all expedition, suffered delay from want of the necessary boats and craft to 
embark in. 

As soon as I saw -seventeen oraft. of different descriptions, having on 
board two hundred men, set off with orders to rally round the Merlin, I 
immediately joined them in hopes of assisting Capt. Moss and harassing 
the enemy; but although we were only two hours in getting on board the 
Merlin, a distance of three Jeagues and a half in the wind’s eye, we were 
too late to have any share in the action. But I am of opinion, that the 
sight of so many craft, full of men, coming up with velocity, hastened the 
return of the enemy, and that their appearance on the following day, as 
well as the junction of two armed ships, the Juba and Columbia, which I 
had ordered round to St. George’s Key on the 9th, induced the fleet te 
prepare for returning to their “ee ouch posts. ‘The Spaniards remained 
order Key-Chappel until the 15th, on the morning of which they made 
various movements, and in the course of the day somo of them anchored 
under Key-Caulker. On the morning of the 16th, it was discovered that 
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they had stolen off; eight of their largest vessels got .cut'to wea, -and - 
stood to the Northward; the remainder, being twenty-three in number, 
their course for Baccalar. : 

6 have every reason to believe that the enemy saffered much in the 
action-of the 10th, as well in killed and wounded as in the hulls and 
rigging ‘of the vessels engagéd ; and I am happy to inform your Lordship 
that we had not a single man hurt, and that no injury was done to any of 
our vessels, deserving of notice. 

It would be unjust, my Lord, to mention the names of any Officers, 
either of the Military or Militia, on account of any particular service 

rformed by them; for, the conduct of all being such as te merit my 
host thanks, no partioular distinction can be made. : 

It is also unnecessary for me to say any thing respecting Capt. Moss : 
His penetration in discovering, and activity in defeating, the views of the 
enemy ; his coolness and steady conduct in action, point him out as an 
Officer of very great merit. He first suggested to me the very great use, 
which might be made of gun-boats against the enemy, and gave me muck 
assistance by the artificers belonging to his ship in fitting them out. 
am happy to say, that the most cordial co-operation has always exist 
between us. On the 13th inst. I sent out two scout-canoes, well 
manned, with orders to pass the — fleet in the night; and, pro- 
ceeding to the Northward, to béard the first small vessel they could falk 
in with. On the 16th, they captured a small packet-boat with five hands, 
when, taking out the Fe aie letters, &c. and oe the boat, they 
returned here on the 17th. At day-light of that day the canoes. wero 
entangled with the retreating Spanish fleet near Savanna-Quuy, and es- 

d with difficulty, — ‘ 

be expedition was commanded by Arthur O’Neil, a Field-Marshat 
in the armies of Spain, and Captain-General of the Province of Yucatan. 
The Campeachy fleet was commanded by Capt. Bocco N : Two 
thousand soldiers were embarked, and distributed in proportion to the 
dimensions of the vessels, on board of the fleet, which consisted of 

The vessels which made the attack, in namber igo 

Reserve of equal force a hehe methine es 5 

A large sloop of equal force, and six schooners, not so large, 

But armed in the same manner as those which came down 
te the attack, and, drawing too much water, remained 
with the transports and victuallers - aay ehh ta 

orts, victuallers,&c. all carrying bow and side guns 
of different calibres oS, Geruiich inetd oeriegtes 
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Total ah a Re RUM xg 
And navigated by five hundred seamen, principally from the Havanna 
and Campeachy. 
Tam, &c. . :. 
THO. BARROW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant. 


To the Ear! of Balcarres, 
; (True Copy.) 


BALCARRES. 
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ApuiraLty-Orrice, JAN. 22, 1799. 


‘Extract of.a Letter from Vice-Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, Knt. Commander 

ef be Pinicstys Spine. ee sones at Jamaica, to Evan Nenearit Esq, 
a on board his Majesty’s Ship Abergavenny, in Port- 

bour, the 6th. Nov. 1798. sg iingaip ggh od rt 


‘Str, 

‘You-will be pleased to acquaint the Right Honorable the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, that I have received dispatches from Capt. 
Moss, of his Majesty’s sie Merlin, dated Honduras, 27th September, a 
copy ath which, describing the defeat of the Spanish flotilla, is herewith 

nclos 


Merlin, St. George's Key, Sept. 27, 1798, 


Sik, 

My letters by the Swift schooner, which sailed from Honduras express 
‘on the 21st of last August, have informed you of the enemy’s force 
intended for the reduction of this Settlement, and their situation at that 
time ; since which our look-out canoes have watched them so closely, that 
all their movements were made known to me as they happened. On tho 
4th of this month they were visible from our po at Belize, and 
the look-onts reported to me thirty-one sail of all descriptions ; but their 
exact force by no means certain, The next day six of their heaviest 
vessels attempted to force their passage over Montego-Key Shoal, by put- 
4ing their provisions and stores into other vessels: Had they effected 
this, it would have secured them all a passage to Belize over shoal water, 
where I could by no means act. I ordered three of our armed vessels to 
annoy them in their endeavours, which succeeded so far as to occasion 
their removal at dark, and a small channel they had marked by driving 
down stakes was also taken up by our canoes, I now clearly saw that 
their next effort would be to get possession of St. George’s Key, from 
which place (only nine miles from Belize) they might go dowy through 
the different channels leading to it, and continue to harass the Inhabitants 
and destroy the town at their leisure, and drive me from my anchoroge 
there: This determined me to sen the Key before them, if possible ; I 
therefore left Belize on the evening of the 5th, and secured this place, at 
the instant twelve of their heaviest vessels were attempting the same: 
they hauled their wind and returned to Long-Key, on my hauling my 
wind towards them. They continued working and anchoring among the 
shoals until the 11th, at the distance of three or foar miles; when having 
made their arrangements, at one P. M. nine sail of sloops and schooners, 
carrying from twelve to twenty guns, including two twenty-four and 
two eighteen-pounders each had in prow and stern, with a large launch 
astern of each, full of men, bore down through the channel leading to us 
in a very handsome cool manner ; five smaller vessels lay to windward, 
out of gun-shot, full of troops, and the remainder of their squadron at 
Long-Key-Spit, to wait the event; each of which carried small prow 
guns, with swivels fore and aft. At balf-past one P. M. seeing their in- 
tention to board the two sloops, and that they meant to come no nearer, 
bot had anchored, I made the signal to engage, which began and con- 
tinued near two hours; they then cut their cables, and rowed and towed 
off, by signal, in great confusion, over the shoals, I had placed the Merlin 
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as near the edge of them 4s possible, and nothing that { had was equal to 
follow them, unsupported by the Merlin. At dark they regained their 
other vessels, and continued in sight till the 15th at night, when they 
moved off with a light Southerly wind: Some are gone to Baccalar, and 
some prisoners taken report others to Campeachy. I am happy to add 
that the service was performed without a man killed on onr side. The 
enemy, I think, must have suffered much from the great number of men 
on board, and the precipitate manner they made their retreat. This 
armament was commanded by Gen, O’Neil, Governor of the Province ; 
troops and saifors included, about two thousand five handred men; and 
so certain were the Spaniards of success, that the letters found in aq 
eanoe taken wore actually directed to Belize and St. George's Key. 

. The behaviour of the Officers and crew of bis Majesty’s ship gave ma 
great pleasure, and, had we had deep water to follow them in, I think 
many of them would-have fallen into our hands. The spirit of the Negro 
Slaves that manned our small crafts was wonderful, and the good manage- 
ment of the different Commanders does them great credit. 

Our force, besides the Merlin, as follows ; 
Two sloops, with one 18-pounder and 25 men. 
One sloop, with one short 9-poander and 25 men. 
Two schooners, with six 4-poenders and 25 men each, 
Seven gua-flats, with one 9-pounder and 16 men each. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, &. 
JOHN R. MOSS, 


THE END. 
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Printed by A. J. Valpy, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street. 
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important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as 
we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, 
and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, 
you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as 
most of these works have been housed in our most important 
libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. 


This work is in the public domain in the United States of 
America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, 
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity 
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the 
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